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House of Representatives 
The House met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. CÁRDENAS). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO 
TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
November 16, 2021. 

I hereby appoint the honorable TONY 
CÁRDENAS to act as Speaker pro tempore on 
this day. 

NANCY PELOSI, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 4, 2021, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by 
the majority and minority leaders for 
morning-hour debate. 

The Chair will alternate recognition 
between the parties, with time equally 
allocated between the parties and each 
Member other than the majority and 
minority leaders and the minority 
whip limited to 5 minutes, but in no 
event shall debate continue beyond 
11:50 a.m. 

f 

REAL 21ST CENTURY GROWTH 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Connecticut (Mr. COURTNEY) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, yes-
terday, November 15, at about 3 o’clock 
in the afternoon, President Biden 
signed into law the bipartisan infra-
structure bill, which, for a lot of us 
who have been serving around here, 
was an incredibly gratifying and im-
portant moment in terms of really fi-
nally getting this country ahead of the 
curve in terms of critical investments 
for infrastructure. 

Last Wednesday night, I held a tele-
phone townhall on the infrastructure 
bill because the House had passed the 
measure on November 5. We had 7,000 
people on the call who were either on 
the phone or streaming in. Lots of 
questions, lots of excitement. Con-
necticut is obviously a State that has 
been settled really since the origins of 
our Nation and has some of the oldest 
infrastructure in the country. 

Mr. Speaker, I would note, however, 
that some of the questions that came 
in said, Well, only 10 percent of the bill 
is for hard infrastructure, for surface 
transportation. What’s up with that? 

And I was joined by Don Shubert, 
who is the executive director of the 
Connecticut Construction Industries 
Association, who was quick to jump 
into the call and point out the fact 
that if you step back and look at this 
bill, it is a continuation of the last in-
frastructure bill which passed in 2015, 
the FAST Act, which passed on a bipar-
tisan basis and was signed into law by 
President Obama, and was extended 
twice by President Trump. 

Again, that baseline was kind of 
keeping the lights on for infrastruc-
ture. It was not, however, getting us 
ahead of the curve in terms of the 
changes that are happening in other 
countries around the world. And with 
the new money that was included in 
the bipartisan infrastructure bill, we 
are seeing a huge increase, both in 
roads and bridges, but also in rail, also 
in the electric grid, also in broadband, 
which is now critical for any economic 
development for small communities to 
be able to tell companies and busi-
nesses that they have high speed inter-
net. 

So what does that mean in terms of 
the State of Connecticut? It means 
that the roads and the bridges—which 
again is a big focus—got a 32 percent 
increase in terms of the State’s allot-
ment, which will flow through the 
State’s Department of Transportation. 

Some of the old bridges in our 
State—again, the largest vehicle bridge 
is the Gold Star Bridge, which is part 
of the I–95 corridor, has been getting a 
pounding since it was built in 1943. The 
northbound lane right now, quite 
frankly, is so compromised that large 
trucks are basically not given permits 
to travel across that bridge. Again, it 
is part of the Interstate Highway Sys-
tem. It is a $250 million job. 

This bill will make sure that that 
funding is there. It is a project labor 
agreement, so it is going to be union 
labor and apprenticeship programs in-
corporated into the work that is there. 

Again, there are countless other 
small bridges, medium-size bridges in 
the district. There is a swing bridge 
over the Connecticut River in East 
Haddam, Connecticut, that was built 
108 years ago that breaks down, inter-
feres with boat traffic going up and 
down the Connecticut River, that now 
has got full funding and is slated for re-
pairs. 

Also, in terms of the rail piece, which 
is separate from roads and bridges, $66 
billion, a big investment in the North-
east Corridor. Across the Connecticut 
River, there is the Old Saybrook 
Bridge, which is 114 years old. Anyone 
who sails underneath it and sees, 
again, how fragile the supports are for 
that bridge, it is screaming out for re-
pairs. That project now will be fully 
funded as a result of this legislation. 

The Coast Guard Academy, which is 
in New London, Connecticut, is going 
to get $53 million to repair the bar-
racks and the dormitories. Again, any-
one looking at the age of those build-
ings, which some of our future leaders 
for the Coast Guard are going to school 
there, is getting a long overdue up-
grade. As well as a city pier in New 
London where the USS Eagle—which is 
the proud sort of flagship of the U.S. 
Coast Guard—will now be able to tie up 
to modern infrastructure that is there. 
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There is a host of other smaller 

projects in Tolland and Windham Coun-
ties that are included in this package. 
Again, I would emphasize that the 
total funding amount is not what some 
of the stuff that is out there in the 
media in terms of small fractions for 
hard infrastructure. The fact is when 
you incorporate the FAST Act baseline 
that was passed in 2015, along with the 
bipartisan infrastructure funding on 
top of it, the roads and bridges is close 
to 40 percent of the package. It also in-
cludes increasing and boosting the 
electric grid; which as we convert to 
electric vehicle passenger traffic, as we 
convert to offshore wind, which is 
going to be transmitting voltage to the 
coastline, we need to have a stronger 
grid. 

All of that is good jobs that is going 
to be, again, built-in, baked-in over the 
next five years. It is not going to cre-
ate inflationary pressures because of 
the fact that, again, it is spread out 
over a period of time. 

It was a great day for our country. 
We came together on a bipartisan basis 
to get this done and now we are ready 
for a real 21st century growth that will 
be beneficial to all communities large 
and small. 

f 

AMERICA’S ECONOMIC FIRESTORM 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. ARRINGTON) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Speaker, I 
can’t for the life of me understand why 
my Democrat colleagues insist on pass-
ing this multitrillion-dollar mon-
strosity of a tax-and-spend bill that 
not only I, but the American people be-
lieve will be an economic and societal 
disaster on so many levels. 

Mr. Speaker, the American people 
have spoken in countless polls and sur-
veys and elections, not just in Virginia, 
New York, and New Jersey, but in my 
State of Texas where House seats have 
flipped from Democrat to Republican 
for the first time ever. As recent as 
last week, a Democrat changed parties 
to Republican because they cannot ex-
plain the current policies that are de-
structive to the ends of recovery and 
support the American people’s freedom 
and our way of life. 

They said as clearly as they can: No 
more Big Government control over our 
lives. That is what they said in Vir-
ginia. No more socialist spending our 
country into bankruptcy. No more 
growing the government at the expense 
of our freedoms and our children’s fu-
ture. 

Mr. Speaker, Virginia, a blue State, 
one-third of the electorate said the 
economy was their number one issue. 
Biden won that by 10 points. They 
voted for a Republican Governor. Two- 
thirds of the American people in recent 
polls have said that the Biden eco-
nomic plans are bad and they have no 
confidence in his policies. They con-
nect his policies with the current eco-
nomic conditions. The majority of 

Americans attribute the inflation to 
Biden’s failed policies, just like they do 
the disastrous border and the debacle 
in Afghanistan and in the generic bal-
lot. The generic ballot among reg-
istered voters, there is a 10-point 
spread, if the elections were held 
today, between Democrats and Repub-
licans. That is the highest in 40 years 
ever recorded. 

The American people are speaking 
and they are crying out to their coun-
try’s leaders: Relent. Relent. But they 
have made the connection between the 
policies and the disastrous effects in 
their lives and in the life of their coun-
try. 

Enhanced employment benefits, in 
other words, paying people more to be 
on unemployment than to be at work, 
coupled with wasteful partisan multi-
trillion-dollar spending packages under 
the guise of COVID relief have created 
an economic firestorm, runaway infla-
tion. 

Real wages, 7 of the 9 months this 
President has been in office, have gone 
down. Real wages have gone down. 
There has been an inflation surge to 
the point of double-digit inflation in 
the last month, which have put us, over 
the year, at a 30-year high. 

Gas prices are up 50 percent. We are 
almost a million jobs short of what 
President Biden promised as a result of 
that blue State bailout that he called 
COVID relief. This is the solution that 
the Democrats are offering. 

Let’s raise prices even more and 
lower wages by taxing the American 
people. 

Let’s further extend our recession by 
chasing jobs overseas and putting the 
highest tax rates in the developed 
world on the job creators of the United 
States of America. 

Let’s burden small businesses with 
higher taxes and less people willing to 
work. 

Let’s drive labor participation fur-
ther down by removing the work re-
quirement. 

Let’s trap more people in poverty and 
the cycle of dependency on government 
by removing the incentives to work. 

Let’s wipe out 20 or 30 percent of the 
workforce by thrusting a Big Govern-
ment mandate that is unconstitu-
tional, overreaching, and would de-
stroy any prospects for recovery. 

Mr. Speaker, this was supposed to be 
about income inequality, but if you 
read the tax bill—and I don’t know how 
my progressive colleagues can look the 
American people in the eyes with a 
straight face and say that this is not a 
swampy, special-interest package of 
the century, because they have tax 
breaks for the wealthy by raising the 
SALT deductions. They give tax breaks 
to green industry, to unions, to plain-
tiffs’ attorneys, to media corporations. 
That is all legitimate. That is all true. 

If you look close enough, that is 
what this is about. Not to mention 
they stuffed the stocking with early 
Christmas presents for progressives 
and political allies of the Democratic 

Party—amnesty for 8 million people 
while our southern border is melting 
down; unionization of every employee, 
every employer, every State in the 
country; Obamacare subsidies for peo-
ple making hundreds of thousands of 
dollars. 

Mr. Speaker, the list is too long. I 
implore my Democrat colleagues to re-
lent and stop this. Let’s get back to 
work on behalf of the American people. 

f 

HONORING THE MEMORY OF 
BATOUL ALFADAWI 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Michigan (Ms. TLAIB) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. TLAIB. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in honor of the memory of Batoul 
Alfadawi, a resident of Dearborn 
Heights in Michigan’s 13th District. 

Her life was tragically cut short at 
the age of 6 years old from a hit-and- 
run. Batoul was a sweet girl with a 
beautiful soul. She had a huge enthu-
siasm for life and a joyful spirit. 
Batoul loved learning, spending time 
with her family, and playing with her 
friends. I know her parents and six sib-
lings will miss her immensely. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in paying 
tribute to the memory of Batoul, and 
please say a prayer for her family. 

HONORING LIEUTENANT COLONEL ALEXANDER 
JEFFERSON 

Ms. TLAIB. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in tribute to Lieutenant Colonel Alex-
ander Jefferson whose heroic service as 
a Tuskegee Airman in World War II 
was recognized earlier this week in the 
rededication ceremony of Jefferson 
Field in our district. 

I was proud to be there in his pres-
ence. It was also his 100th birthday. He 
is a graduate of Detroit public schools, 
like myself. Lieutenant Colonel Alex-
ander Jefferson pursued a military ca-
reer and completed pilot training at 
the Tuskegee Army Airfield. 

As a fighter pilot with the Red Tail, 
332nd Fighter Group 301st Fighter 
Squadron, his unit escorted bombers 
headfirst into the action, bravely pro-
viding protection from vicious enemy 
aircraft. They never lost a single plane. 

Mr. Speaker, on August 12, 1944, Jef-
ferson was shot down and captured by 
the Germans and kept as a prisoner of 
war for 9 months. Liberated by Amer-
ican forces on the 29th of April 1945 and 
discharged from Active Duty in 1947, he 
retired from the Reserves in 1969. 

After serving, Lieutenant Colonel 
Jefferson then became a science teach-
er in Detroit, where he then retired in 
1979. At his ceremony, my teacher in 
high school came up to me and said he 
was very proud of the accomplishment 
I had. He said, Guess what, Lieutenant 
Jefferson was my science teacher and 
my elementary teacher, and now seeing 
you up there, I know that he was part 
of creating that seed and creating more 
leadership and really strength within 
the city of Detroit. 

Mr. Speaker, he has received numer-
ous awards for his bravery, and I am 
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truly honored to recognize Lieutenant 
Colonel Alexander Jefferson on his 
celebration of service to our country. 
It was his 100th birthday. We sang 
happy birthday to him, and he danced 
along with many of us, even in the 
crisp cold in the city of Detroit, in the 
middle of the field. 

b 1015 

RECOGNIZING HASSAN JABER 
Ms. TLAIB. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 

to recognize numerous contributions of 
Hassan Jaber to the communities of 
Wayne County, Michigan, as he retires 
after more than 40 years of service to 
ACCESS. 

During his time in ACCESS, Hassan 
Jaber has been a leader in expanding 
its programming to include more than 
100 platforms in 10 locations to assist 
residents across the region. 

He has created partnerships locally 
and nationally to advocate for policy 
initiatives to fight bigotry, advance 
civil rights, and create a better quality 
of life for immigrants and other vulner-
able populations. 

I know Hassan Jaber personally. 
With every obstacle, he never wavered 
in leading with compassion and keep-
ing the community at the center of his 
work. 

Hassan Jaber’s leadership and for-
ward-thinking approach have solidified 
his legacy as a community leader. His 
mentorship helped me grow into the 
passionate advocate I am today. 

Please join me in recognizing Hassan 
Jaber’s work on behalf of residents of 
Michigan’s 13th Congressional District 
and southeastern Michigan as we wish 
him well on the next chapter in his life. 

f 

RECOGNIZING EDWARD 
LONGENECKER ON HIS 100TH 
BIRTHDAY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. CLOUD) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. CLOUD. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Edward Longenecker 
and wish him a happy 100th birthday. 

Mr. Longenecker is a World War II 
veteran who has a steadfast love and 
devotion to God, his family, and his 
country. 

He is from my hometown of Victoria, 
Texas. Today, we honor him for his 
service to the United States Army Air 
Corps as a radio operator and nose gun-
ner on the B–24 bomber in the 451st 
Bomb Group, 726th Squadron. 

During World War II, on July 14, 1944, 
he and his fellow airmen traveled to 
Petfurdo, Hungary, for their 29th com-
bat mission. What they expected to be 
a routine mission was anything but 
when they began to receive anti-air-
craft fire that took out two of the air-
craft’s engines. From the nose gunner 
position, he received word that they 
were dropping elevation very quickly. 
The pilot made the call urging every-
one to jump. Mr. Longenecker headed 
to the flight deck to retrieve his para-
chute. 

On the flight deck, he saw his ball 
gunner about to jump and gave him a 
good luck salute. Then Mr. 
Longenecker jumped. 

Everyone who jumped before him was 
captured, but he landed on top of a hill 
and began taking on heavy fire from 
Yugoslav soldiers that were sympa-
thetic to the Germans. 

He made his way to a nearby forest 
line, crawled under a briar bush, and 
stayed under that bush until nightfall. 
That first night, he slept near a lake. 
The second night, he stayed in a pile of 
hay where he could hear a group of peo-
ple playing the guitar and singing. To 
him, this was one of the most beautiful 
sounds he had heard simply because 
there wasn’t a sign of war anywhere. 

On the third day, he ran out of the 
wood cover and met a young boy. This 
boy took him to a nearby village where 
he ate, bathed, and rested. Eventually, 
Mr. Longenecker was taken to a house 
where an American lieutenant was 
waiting. Upon his safe arrival, he was 
informed that he had miraculously 
walked through an active minefield un-
scathed. 

It is incredible to think how his life 
could have been cut short, but it has 
lasted these 100 years. 

After serving in the military, Ed 
Longenecker became an electrical en-
gineer and lived a long, full life, mar-
ried to his wife, Marie, for 59 years 
until she passed in 2006. He has two 
daughters, five grandchildren, and 
three great-grandchildren. I know 
many of them, and they are a precious, 
honorable family, truly a legacy. 

Edward Longenecker is a true Amer-
ican hero, and we are indebted to him 
for his great service to our Nation. It is 
an honor to celebrate his life today. I 
hope he has a wonderful 100th birthday. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE AND 
SERVICE OF NORMA FINK ON 
HER 100TH BIRTHDAY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Florida (Mr. DEUTCH) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor an extraordinary trail-
blazer, philanthropist, and public serv-
ant in south Florida, Mrs. Norma Fink, 
on her 100th birthday. 

Born Norma Mager, in the Bronx, 
New York, on November 16, 1921, 
Norma has spent a century giving back 
to those around her. In 1942, Norma 
graduated from New York University 
with a bachelor’s degree in economics 
and a minor in geology, the only 
woman to graduate with that honor at 
the time. 

Shortly after, she put her degree to 
work by joining the Department of War 
to assist with the military supply 
chain while her husband, Robert Fink, 
served in our Nation’s Armed Forces 
during World War II. 

After the war, Norma worked in her 
father’s bakery, Mager and Throne 
Bread Bakery. During this time, she 
became enamored with jazz music and 

made friends with many local musi-
cians who were involved with the civil 
rights movement. Inspired by their 
work, Norma began contributing the 
money she made to support civil rights 
initiatives in the South. This became 
an ongoing passion of hers. 

After moving to Plantation, Florida, 
in 1972, Norma continued her legacy of 
supporting the enrichment of the com-
munity by joining the city’s Parks and 
Recreation Department, where she still 
works at the age of 100. 

Additionally, she began spending her 
time and money supporting local char-
ities. Following the loss of her daugh-
ter, Marian, to breast cancer in 2002, 
Norma dedicated herself to helping 
others suffering from cancer. 

Norma’s spirit of persistence, gen-
erosity, and service to her community 
is an inspiration to all of us in south 
Florida. It is an inspiration to genera-
tions of Americans. 

To honor her legacy, the city of Plan-
tation, her home for nearly half a cen-
tury, has designated Norma Fink Day 
in honor of the oldest and longest part- 
time employee in that city’s history. 

I join the entire south Florida com-
munity in wishing Norma Fink a happy 
100th birthday surrounded by her loved 
ones. I thank her for her dedication to 
bettering the lives of everyone in south 
Florida. 

MAKING HISTORY WITH BIPARTISAN 
INFRASTRUCTURE BILL 

Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to acknowledge the historic day 
yesterday in this Nation’s history. 

The legislation that the President 
signed into law was overwhelmingly bi-
partisan in the Senate, and it was over-
whelmingly supported by the American 
people. Why? Because it is the largest 
dedicated bridge investment since the 
construction of the Interstate Highway 
System. It is the largest investment in 
public transit and passenger rail since 
the creation of Amtrak. 

It expands broadband to every corner 
of our country so that every American 
has access to reliable, high-speed inter-
net. 

It secures clean water, making the 
largest investment in clean drinking 
water and wastewater infrastructure in 
American history. 

This is what we have been clamoring 
for, in a bipartisan way, as long as I 
have been serving in this Congress. 
Yesterday, President Biden delivered. 
He did it with the bipartisan support of 
the Senate and the overwhelming sup-
port of the American people. 

Unfortunately, in this Chamber, my 
colleagues on the other side view any 
sort of bipartisan effort like that as 
too difficult to support, too difficult to 
stand with the Republicans and Demo-
crats in the Senate, too difficult to 
stand with Democrats here, and too 
difficult, apparently, to stand with the 
America people in moving forward with 
a massive infrastructure plan that will 
help strengthen every community 
across our country. 

Mr. Speaker, I am so proud that this 
House joined with the Senate in send-
ing this legislation to President Biden. 
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Yesterday, as I said, was a historic day 
as President Biden signed the infra-
structure bill into law and as we move 
forward to the Build Back Better Act. 

Again, I note for my colleagues here, 
this too is so popular throughout 
America because everyone understands 
that if we invest in the American peo-
ple, if we take the kind of action that 
is necessary to lower healthcare costs 
and childcare costs, provide universal 
pre-K, and make investments to com-
bat climate change that we will be 
making America more competitive on 
the global stage, something that my 
colleagues in this Chamber often talk 
about. 

I hope that they will recognize the 
opportunity to do exactly that in pass-
ing the Build Back Better Act when we 
vote on it this week. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY 
OF BERNARD MARIE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Virginia (Mr. CLINE) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. CLINE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the life and legacy of Bernard 
Marie, who recently passed away at the 
age of 82. 

As a young 5-year-old living in Nor-
mandy, France, Marie often told the 
story of being rushed into his basement 
by his grandparents in the early morn-
ing of June 6, 1944. 

It was there that his family sat for 16 
hours in the dark without food or 
water before his mother emerged from 
the cellar to hug an American GI after 
realizing their village had finally been 
liberated from German occupation. 

Marie said that witnessing the D-Day 
invasion instilled in him a lifelong re-
spect for World War II veterans, and he 
was forever grateful for those who se-
cured his country’s freedom. 

Later in life, when he moved to the 
United States, he began hosting an an-
nual luncheon to honor local World 
War II veterans wherever he was living 
to show his support for them and their 
families. 

When he settled in Roanoke, Vir-
ginia, in 2021, he brought the event 
with him. These luncheons served as a 
place for veterans to come together 
and share their experiences—some for 
the first time. 

Aside from the luncheons, Marie 
helped raise money for the National D- 
Day Memorial in Bedford. He sat at the 
bedside of servicemembers when they 
were ill. He even worked to award the 
French Legion of Honor medal to near-
ly 150 American veterans. He said that 
his goal was not only to honor these 
heroes but to ensure they were never 
forgotten. 

I was terribly saddened to learn of 
Mr. Marie’s passing. He meant a great 
deal to western Virginia, and he will 
not soon be forgotten. 

IMPACT OF INFRASTRUCTURE IN-
VESTMENT AND JOBS ACT ON 
NEVADA 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Nevada (Mrs. LEE) for 5 minutes. 

Mrs. LEE of Nevada. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to speak about the tremen-
dous impact that the Infrastructure In-
vestment and Jobs Act will have on my 
home State of Nevada. 

Nevada was ground zero for the pan-
demic, and its effects were especially 
felt by the travel and tourism industry, 
which employs tens of thousands of Ne-
vadans and brings in the bulk of the 
State’s revenue each year. 

Now that President Biden has signed 
the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs 
Act into law, our leading industries in 
Nevada and Nevada families can take 
part in the economic opportunities and 
the thousands of jobs that this bill 
promises. 

Nevada is slated to receive $2.5 bil-
lion for highway investments like the 
I–15 corridor between Las Vegas and 
LA, the I–11 corridor between Las 
Vegas and Phoenix, and $459 million for 
public transportation. 

This means that not only can Nevada 
families get to work and school safely 
and more efficiently but that millions 
of our visitors each year can more eas-
ily experience everything that our 
State has to offer. 

Nevada will also get a minimum of 
$100 million to expand access to 
broadband across the State, meaning 
that no Nevadan will be left behind. 

Nevada also has been ground zero for 
the effects of the climate crisis as we 
continue to face the effects of severe 
drought. 

With the passage of my water recy-
cling infrastructure bill, included in 
this, Nevada will now be more equipped 
to mitigate the effects of climate 
change and ensure that our commu-
nities have continuous access to safe, 
clean drinking water for years to come. 

Nevada is only able to reap all of 
these benefits because Congress was 
able to put politics aside and work to-
gether to come up with sensible solu-
tions to create a better future for our 
Nation. We cannot stop there. 

It is critical that we continue to 
work side by side to pass the Build 
Back Better agenda and make sure 
that American families don’t just re-
cover from this pandemic but that they 
prosper moving forward. 

f 

b 1030 

HONORING THE CAREER OF 
WAYNE MAHAR 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. KATKO) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the celebrated career of 
Wayne Mahar as he prepares to retire 
after 36 years of weather forecasting in 
central New York. 

Wayne is one of the most recogniz-
able and trusted weather forecasters in 

central New York. When planning a 
hike, barbecue, tailgate, or family out-
ing, central New Yorkers have relied 
on Wayne to share the weather for 
nearly four decades. 

Originally from Brunswick, Maine, 
Wayne Mahar began his career working 
for the National Weather Service. 
From there, he founded Precision 
Weather Service, a private weather 
consulting firm that builds forecasts 
for major events like the Major League 
Baseball All-Star Game, the Super 
Bowl, and red carpet events. 

In 1985 Wayne joined the CNY, Cen-
tral New York, broadcast team in Syr-
acuse, becoming the first full-time me-
teorologist in central New York. Here 
he brought a new level of seriousness 
to the profession by utilizing computer 
models and hard science to make his 
forecasts. Through this approach 
Wayne became known for accuracy, re-
liability, and his outdoor broadcasts 
from the CNY Central Weather Deck. 

An expert on severe weather events, 
Wayne was also there to deliver crit-
ical, lifesaving information to families 
during some of the most historic 
weather events in central New York, 
including the great blizzard of 1993 and 
the 1998 Labor Day storm. 

Outside of forecasting, Wayne has 
been a prominent fixture in our com-
munity. He is an avid hockey player, 
hosts regular workshops for young, as-
piring meteorologists, and in 2008 he 
founded the Priscilla Mahar Animal 
Welfare Foundation. The nonprofit or-
ganization was named after his late 
mother and champions animal welfare 
causes, raising over a quarter of a mil-
lion dollars for local animal rescues. 

For nearly four decades, families like 
mine have turned to Wayne Mahar 
when we want to know if there will be 
sun, rain, sleet, or just another day of 
lake-effect snow. While he will be dear-
ly missed on our televisions, central 
New Yorkers can rest assured they will 
continue to see him. 

When he is not spending time with 
his children and grandchildren, Wayne 
has promised he will remain an active 
part of our community. Personally, I 
am glad to hear that because I still 
have not had the opportunity yet to 
putter a few pucks at him while he 
stands in the hockey goal, but I am 
going to do that before too long. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my col-
leagues in the House join me in hon-
oring Wayne Mahar for an incredible 
career in weather forecasting and wish-
ing him the best in his well-deserved 
retirement. 

f 

REMEMBERING THE LIFE OF MAX 
CLELAND 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Georgia (Mr. CARTER) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today with a heavy heart to 
remember and honor the life of former 
Georgia Secretary of State and United 
States Senator Max Cleland. Max was a 
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political giant in Georgia, dedicating 
his life to the service of others. 

A disabled war veteran of the Viet-
nam era, Max worked tirelessly to im-
prove the Veterans Administration to 
help his fellow soldiers. Committed to 
helping others, Max made it his mis-
sion to help our veterans most in need 
and suffering from mental and physical 
disorders. As a pharmacist, I am able 
to personally appreciate his work to 
make lifesaving medicines more easily 
available. 

His dedication and service to his 
community and country will not go un-
noticed. I am thankful for Max’s life-
time of dedicated service, and I know 
his legacy will live on forever. 

My thoughts and prayers are with his 
family, friends, and all who knew him 
during this most difficult time. 

OGLETHORPE SPEEDWAY PARK CLOSING 
Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-

er, I rise today to reflect upon the clos-
ing of the great Oglethorpe Speedway 
Park in Pooler, Georgia. 

The Oglethorpe Speedway Park 
opened in March of 1951 and has hosted 
some of the most exciting weekends for 
race fans ever since. Sadly, Oglethorpe 
Speedway Park will be closing its oper-
ations for good. 

This speedway has become a home for 
its employees and fans alike such as 
Darlene Nerich, who has worked each 
season and every weekend since April 
1, 2000. Darlene’s daughter took her 
senior prom pictures and had her wed-
ding at the track so that her mother 
could continue her streak. Geraldine 
Jenkins has been attending races since 
1951 when she was 14 and has hardly 
missed a race. 

Georgians are collectively mourning 
the loss of this beloved landmark and 
the memories it holds. We are sad to 
see it go, but we are excited for what 
may come next. 

REMEMBERING MONSIGNOR WILLIAM OLIVER 
O’NEILL 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today with a heavy heart to 
remember and honor the life of the 
Reverend Monsignor William Oliver 
O’Neill of St. John the Baptist Cathe-
dral in Savannah. 

Reverend O’Neill served the people of 
Savannah for 46 years until his retire-
ment in 2013. He served six churches in 
his time in Savannah and spent much 
of his time preserving the history of 
the church in the city. 

Reverend O’Neill oversaw and man-
aged the $11 million restoration of the 
Cathedral Basilica of St. John the Bap-
tist in Savannah that was completed in 
2000. In 2003, Reverend O’Neill success-
fully stopped an armed arsonist from 
damaging the church by telling him: 
Don’t point that gun at me. I will 
knock your head off. 

He removed smoldering cushions 
from the bishop’s chair and a burning 
Bible from the pulpit as the arsonist 
looked on. Reverend O’Neill returned, 
intent on fighting the fire with a fire 
extinguisher before police stopped him 
and firefighters arrived. 

He was the image of service to others 
and love for God. My thoughts and 
prayers are with his friends and family 
through this difficult time. 

CELEBRATING WILLIE MAE HUBBARD-WRIGHT’S 
103RD BIRTHDAY 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to celebrate the 103rd 
birthday of Willie Mae Hubbard-Wright 
of Liberty County. 

Born on November 4, 1918, 7 days be-
fore the unofficial end of World War I, 
Willie Mae has been a staple in her 
community for many years. 

During her childhood, she was a 
proud member of Ebenezer Pres-
byterian Church in Freedmen’s Grove. 

She attended grammar school at Dor-
chester Academy and graduated in 1936. 
After grammar school, Willie Mae be-
came a boarder in Dorchester, where 
she learned to sew, a talent that would 
stay with her many years after her 
time as a boarder. 

The living embodiment of motherly 
love, Willie Mae sewed clothes for her 
family and friends, making full use of 
the talent God had given her. We treas-
ure Willie Mae and are happy to cele-
brate this momentous occasion. 

Happy birthday, Willie Mae, 103 years 
young. 

f 

RECONCILIATION 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Kansas (Mr. MANN) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. MANN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to discuss the gross misuse of a noble 
process called reconciliation and the 
President’s apparent lack of concern 
for the well-being of rural and middle- 
class Americans. 

The reconciliation process exists to 
do exactly what its name suggests—to 
direct Congress with a tool of com-
promise to reduce the national deficit 
with a simple majority vote in both 
Chambers. President Biden, Speaker 
PELOSI, and House Democrats are, in-
stead, using this process to jam par-
tisan legislation through a deadlocked 
Congress. This is shameless, and Amer-
ican taxpayers will bear the cost in 
both their wallets and their con-
sciences. 

The reconciliation package is chock- 
full of policy moves that will damage 
our country and compromise our integ-
rity as a nation. Among them are the 
expansion of welfare without work re-
quirements. At a time when our supply 
chains are in crisis and we have help 
wanted signs at every corner, this will 
only worsen the issue. Another trou-
bling provision would give the IRS $80 
billion to hire 87,000 new agents and 
ramp up audits on individuals and 
small businesses. 

Just a few other terrible provisions 
include increasing penalties for busi-
nesses who don’t comply with OSHA 
vaccine mandates which are an egre-
gious Federal Government overreach, 
imposing new fines on the oil and gas 
industry, and punishing States like 
Kansas who have opted not to expand 
Medicaid. 

Perhaps the worst part of the entire 
reconciliation package, though, is what 
is not included. Democrats have ex-
cluded the Hyde amendment, a long-
standing bipartisan amendment that 
protects Americans who oppose abor-
tion from being forced to pay for these 
abortions from their tax dollars. 

While the President is on a tax-and- 
spend spree for his party’s leftist wish 
list, the price of nearly everything is 
skyrocketing in this country. Ameri-
cans are heading into the holiday sea-
son more financially insecure because 
of this administration’s policies. Con-
sumer prices have increased over 6 per-
cent since last year—the highest rate 
of inflation in over 30 years. Should 
this massive spending package become 
law, Mr. Speaker, you can expect prices 
to keep going up. 

While the White House has stated 
this bill will cost $1.75 trillion, the true 
cost of the reconciliation package 
could be as much as $3.98 trillion ac-
cording to some models. As if adding to 
our Nation’s already enormous debt 
wasn’t enough, this bill will drive up 
inflation and end up taxing the middle 
class. 

This bill is twice as long as the Bible, 
it is toxic for the American people, and 
it is a gross misuse of a usually noble 
process. I stand in opposition to it on 
numerous counts. 

Mr. Speaker, the BBB is bad, bad, bad 
for America, and I urge this Congress 
to join me in strongly opposing it. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF BARNEY 
BROOKS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. PFLUGER) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. PFLUGER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the life of U.S. Air 
Force veteran and San Angelo native 
Barney Brooks who passed away on No-
vember 7, 2021, at the age of 92. 

Mr. Brooks was a born pilot and 
often joked that he knew he was meant 
to fly even before the stork dropped 
him off. 

In the Air Force, Barney served as a 
lieutenant colonel and combat pilot 
completing over 100 missions in the Ko-
rean war and 50 in the Vietnam war. 
Over his 23-year career, he served in 
Korea, Vietnam, and the Cold War, and 
he was stationed at multiple bases 
around the United States and through-
out the world. 

Our country owes a debt of gratitude 
to Barney who was brave enough to don 
the uniform and put his life on the line 
many times, as well as his family, in-
cluding his beloved wife, Nancy, and 
five children who supported him and 
empowered him to charge forward in 
the fight for freedom. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank Barney for his 
noble service. 

RECOGNIZING PHILIP PARKS 
Mr. PFLUGER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 

today to recognize the life and legacy 
of Philip Parks of Odessa, Texas, who 
passed away on October 29, 2021, at the 
age of 76. 
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Mr. Parks was a devoted Christian, 

husband, father, and grandfather who 
was dedicated to the service of his fam-
ily, his community, his church, and 
many other things, including his coun-
try. 

Philip served our country valiantly 
in the U.S. Air Force during the Viet-
nam war as a linguist in Taiwan. He 
was a schoolteacher for over 30 years, a 
principal for many schools throughout 
the area, and an extremely active 
member of the First Baptist Church 
and other organizations, including the 
Rotary Club and VFW—even serving as 
a volunteer firefighter. 

We will never know the number of 
lives he impacted over the course of his 
own life. I had the privilege of meeting 
Mr. Parks right here in Washington, 
D.C., on his last flight when he trav-
eled here with the Permian Basin 
Honor Flight. What an honor it was to 
see the service, the dedication, and the 
leadership. 

I am sending my deepest condolences 
to his beloved wife, Lois, who shared 52 
years of marriage, and his children, 
grandchildren, and great-grand-
children. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank Mr. Parks for 
his service. 

SOUTHERN BORDER 
Mr. PFLUGER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 

today to ask a simple question: When 
will this administration recognize the 
crisis at our southern border? 

Late last night Customs and Border 
Protection released their record-shat-
tering border crisis numbers. Once 
again, in the month of October, more 
than 164,000 illegal immigrants were 
apprehended. 

This is the worst October in DHS his-
tory, and these are only the numbers of 
those who were apprehended, not to 
mention the got-aways. Drug traf-
ficking and human trafficking is surg-
ing. It is confirmed that MS–13 gang 
members are crossing into the United 
States and hundreds of thousands—in 
fact, over 2.1 million—have entered 
this country illegally with more ad-
vancing towards our southern border 
right now. 

Meanwhile, the administration is 
considering nearly half a million dol-
lars in payments to illegal immigrants 
who broke the law while they are not 
paying contractors to build the wall 
and they are leaving already paid for 
materials in the field to rot. All this is 
made worse by the fact that the Presi-
dent is forcing our brave Border Patrol 
officers who are woefully understaffed 
and lacking the resources they need to 
choose between their livelihoods and a 
vaccine mandate. We have seen report-
ing by the Border Patrol that nearly 
half of its agents could be fired in less 
than a week due to the administra-
tion’s November 22 COVID–19 vaccine 
deadline. 

It has never been more clear. The 
President has abandoned Texas and 
every other border State, and he is cut-
ting his own Border Patrol agents off 
at the knees. It is long past time to 

admit that there is a crisis at our 
southern border and that the men and 
women of the United States Border Pa-
trol are overwhelmed and they need 
their Commander in Chief to support 
them. 

This crisis is not slowing down. 
Mr. President, we urge you to secure 

the border, to not abandon Texas, and 
to come to our rescue. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to direct their re-
marks to the Chair. 

f 

HONORING OFFICERS CHRIS 
OBERHEIM AND JEFFREY CREEL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Illinois (Mrs. MILLER) for 5 minutes. 

Mrs. MILLER of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, some Members of this body have 
called to defund the police. Sadly, 
while crime is on the rise, we have 
Democrat Governors across the coun-
try who are implementing anti-police 
policies. 

In Illinois, our Governor signed legis-
lation to eliminate bail and put offend-
ers right back on the street. He re-
leased dangerous inmates because of 
COVID and refuses to work with ICE to 
deport illegal immigrants. The result, 
as we all know, is that our neighbor-
hoods are less safe and the job of law 
enforcement is more dangerous. People 
want and need police protection. Amer-
icans appreciate and support our po-
lice. 

Tragically, this past year we lost a 
brave officer from Champaign, Illinois. 
In the line of duty, Officer Chris 
Oberheim was killed and Officer Jef-
frey Creel, his partner, was shot three 
times while returning fire. He survived. 
Like so many law enforcement officers 
around our country, Officer Oberheim 
and Officer Creel put the people of 
their community first ahead of their 
own safety. 

Officer Oberheim’s life and service 
will not and should not be forgotten. I 
cannot imagine the loss and the pain 
that his family suffers day by day. 
They continue to be in my thoughts 
and prayers. 

Misguided policies from ignorant 
politicians have turned Chicago into a 
war zone and are making our commu-
nities less safe. Criminals are allowed 
to steal thousands of dollars of mer-
chandise and many are not being 
charged. Soft-on-crime policies em-
bolden criminals. 

I promise to always back the blue 
and stand with our police. May God 
bless our law enforcement. 

f 

b 1045 

HOUTHIS’ LATEST ACT OF 
AGGRESSION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Georgia (Mr. CLYDE) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. CLYDE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to bring much-needed attention 

to the Houthis’ latest act of aggres-
sion. 

Back in February, President Biden 
naively removed the Houthis, the Ira-
nian-backed proxy force in Yemen, 
from designation as a foreign terrorist 
organization and from the specially 
designated global terrorist lists. 

Taking full advantage of President 
Biden’s foolish decision and complete 
lack of leadership, the Houthis stormed 
the U.S. Embassy in Yemen last 
Wednesday, using the raid to take hos-
tages and equipment. After years of 
brutal tactics, this latest act of hos-
tility confirms again that the ruthless 
Houthis must be designated as a for-
eign terrorist organization. 

In June, I proudly introduced legisla-
tion to do just that. H.R. 3965, the 
Standing Against Houthi Aggression 
Act, would reinstate the sanctions that 
the Trump administration placed on 
the Houthis, and redesignate the group 
as a foreign terrorist organization. 

I am deeply concerned for the safety 
of the Yemeni locals who were kid-
napped while protecting our embassy. 
And again, I call on the Biden adminis-
tration to provide an immediate brief-
ing to Congress regarding that dan-
gerous situation. 

I also implore all of my colleagues to 
support H.R. 3965, and I urge Speaker 
PELOSI to bring this legislation to the 
floor for immediate consideration. 

We have already witnessed dev-
astating impacts of the administra-
tion’s botched Afghanistan withdrawal. 
We cannot allow President Biden’s void 
in leadership to develop additional dis-
asters in the Middle East. 

In fact, at this very moment, our ad-
versaries are defiantly gearing up to 
cause destruction. From China aggres-
sively preparing for a potential inva-
sion of Taiwan, to Russia successfully 
testing an anti-satellite weapon in 
space, numerous emerging inter-
national crises present additional lead-
ership tests for President Biden. So far, 
the silence has been deafening. 

For the sake of the American people 
and our allies, Mr. President, lead from 
the front. 

AMERICA’S SOARING INFLATION 
Mr. CLYDE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 

today to highlight the soaring inflation 
that continues to burden Americans 
across this great Nation. There are 
plenty of reasons to be thankful this 
holiday season, but Biden’s Thanks-
giving tax is not one of them. 

Prices of common grocery items are 
skyrocketing, just in time for folks to 
gather around the table with loved 
ones. The price of a 15-pound turkey is 
up 27 percent. Apples are up 6.7 per-
cent. Potatoes are up 13 percent. Cran-
berries are up 5.2 percent. And the list 
goes on and on. In fact, this year’s 
Thanksgiving is expected to be the 
most expensive holiday meal in his-
tory. 

But it doesn’t just stop at the gro-
cery store checkout line. Consistent 
with months of increasing gas prices, 
holiday travelers will face sticker 
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shock at the gas pump, where the cost 
of a gallon of gas is up 61 percent from 
this time last year. Gas is up 61 per-
cent. 

Purposely moving forward with an-
other massive multitrillion-dollar 
spending package, Democrats continue 
to ignore these very troubling inflation 
concerns. American workers, families, 
and small businesses deserve better. 

In the face of a volatile economy, we 
should prioritize fiscal responsibility 
and offer solutions to the inflation cri-
sis, not make it worse and fan the 
flames of inflation by injecting tril-
lions of dollars of borrowed Federal 
money into the economy. 
CELEBRATING MARS WRIGLEY FLOWERY BRANCH 

PLANT’S 50TH ANNIVERSARY 
Mr. CLYDE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 

today to celebrate the 50th anniversary 
of the Mars Wrigley plant in the city of 
Flowery Branch, in the Ninth District 
of Georgia. 

The plant opened back in 1971, be-
coming one of the very first confection 
factories in northern Georgia. Now, it 
is the manufacturing hub for the com-
pany’s iconic gum brands, producing 75 
percent of the chewing gum volume for 
the North American market. 

Currently, the plant employs over 920 
associates, of which 250 have been with 
Mars Wrigley for over 20 years. Due to 
their hard work, this factory is one of 
the fastest growing manufacturing 
plants in the State of Georgia, and has 
been recognized as such by the cham-
ber of commerce for its impact on the 
Hall County community. 

In fact, Mars Wrigley continues to go 
the extra mile by giving back to the 
local community, regularly volun-
teering in clean-ups, Christmas gift do-
nations, and food banks. 

Congratulations, Mars Wrigley, on 50 
productive years in northern Georgia, 
and best wishes for another prolific 
half century. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to address their re-
marks to the Chair. 

f 

RECOGNIZING AARON CLAY, TEN-
NESSEE SECONDARY SCHOOL 
ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION’S ATH-
LETIC DIRECTOR OF THE YEAR 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Tennessee (Mr. BURCHETT) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. BURCHETT. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to recognize Aaron Clay, who was 
named the Tennessee Secondary 
School Athletic Association’s Athletic 
Director of the Year. 

Aaron Clay is the athletics director 
at the Washburn School. He graduated 
from Washburn in 1997. His brother, 
Greg, hired him shortly after grad-
uating to help the school’s basketball 
team. 

Since returning to coach the basket-
ball team, Director Clay led several of 
Washburn’s athletic teams to success. 
He coached two basketball teams to 
the substate tournament, won two dis-

trict titles in basketball, and sent a 
cross-country student athlete to the 
State championship meet for five 
straight years. 

Mr. Speaker, under Director Clay’s 
leadership, the school recently com-
pleted a new gymnasium. Away from 
athletics, Director Clay also leads 
Washburn’s academic curriculum as an 
assistant principal. In his academic 
role, he once again teamed up with his 
brother, Greg, who is Washburn’s prin-
cipal. 

The TSSAA Athletic Director of the 
Year award celebrates an athletic di-
rector who builds up students on and 
off the field and, clearly, he does this, 
Mr. Speaker. 

Director Clay’s work throughout his 
career as a school administrator and 
athletic director positively influenced 
hundreds of Washburn students. Our 
community is proud of the impact he 
has had on young people. 

Congratulations, Director Clay, and 
keep up the good work. 

HUGE VICTORY FOR INDIVIDUAL FREEDOM 

Mr. BURCHETT. Mr. Speaker, indi-
vidual freedom just scored a huge vic-
tory. Last weekend, a court of appeals 
ruled what we already know. Joe Biden 
overstepped his authority with his vac-
cine mandate. No more jobs will be 
threatened by the administration over 
coronavirus vaccination status, for 
now. 

I applaud those who stood up to 
Biden’s vaccine mandate in court. But 
the fight isn’t over, Mr. Speaker. It is 
clearly not over. Biden’s far-left Jus-
tice Department is plotting a legal as-
sault to revive the mandate. Those of 
us who value personal liberty cannot 
be content with one court ruling. 

More action is necessary, Mr. Speak-
er. 

My bill, the Keeping our COVID–19 
Heroes Employed Act, which is spon-
sored in the Senate by Senator MARSHA 
BLACKBURN, also from Tennessee, 
would further protect American work-
ers by forbidding certain employers 
from firing unvaccinated employees. 

We need to ban Biden’s vaccine man-
date because it is unconstitutional, Mr. 
Speaker, but also because of the crip-
pling effect it will have on our econ-
omy. 

For example, supply chain jobs will 
be lost if Biden’s vaccine mandate 
takes effect. A labor shortage in the 
supply chains means it takes longer to 
move products to America’s store-
fronts, Mr. Speaker. The costs of keep-
ing up with demand is passed to con-
sumers in the form of higher prices. 

If Biden gets his way, it will dev-
astate our struggling economy and 
steal paychecks from hardworking 
Americans, Mr. Speaker. Congress 
can’t wait for the Biden administra-
tion’s next attack on the unvaccinated. 
Let’s protect the civil liberties of the 
workers by passing the Keeping our 
COVID–19 Heroes Employed Act, Mr. 
Speaker. 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 54 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1200 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker at 
noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret 
Grun Kibben, offered the following 
prayer: 

Equip us, O Lord, this day with the 
full armor You provide, that we would 
be confident to stand for whatever is 
true, whatever is noble, whatever is 
right and pure. 

May these, Your divine intentions, be 
the principles we strive to preserve this 
day. In everything we do, with Your 
steadfast love as our foundation, may 
we stand unwavering. 

Gird us then with the belt of truth, 
the breastplate of righteousness. Pre-
pare us to give testimony to Your 
peace and to hold high a defense of 
faith in Your gracious plan. 

Protect us with the covering of Your 
deliverance and attune our hearts to 
the piercing insight of Your word. 

May Your confidence in us not be in 
vain, but may we prove worthy in 
wielding the power of Your mercy. 

Then may all those who seek to un-
dermine decency, who rejoice in rancor 
and capitalize on conflict, may they all 
fall defenseless before Your throne of 
grace. 

For it is only in Your grace that we 
find hope and by the power of Your 
name are we able to pray. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to section 
11(a) of House Resolution 188, the Jour-
nal of the last day’s proceedings is ap-
proved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from New York (Mr. ESPAILLAT) come 
forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. ESPAILLAT led the Pledge of 
Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1-minute 
speeches on each side of the aisle. 
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CALLING FOR FULL RESTORATION 

OF BUFFALO RIVER 

(Mr. HIGGINS of New York asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Madam 
Speaker, the $1.2 trillion infrastructure 
bill signed into law yesterday reveals 
the power of this moment and the im-
portance of momentum. 

Madam Speaker, 50 years ago, the 
Buffalo River was declared biologically 
dead and ecologically destroyed. 
Through the work of the Buffalo Niag-
ara Waterkeeper and their partners, we 
made a plan and made progress passing 
the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative. 
Now with new infrastructure funding, 
new life for the Buffalo River is closer 
than ever. 

Today, I am calling on the Environ-
mental Protection Agency for a full 
restoration of the Buffalo River and for 
a date-certain action plan to delist the 
river as an area of concern. 

This project restores our natural en-
vironment, and it makes more viable 
other projects like The Riverline and 
the DL&W terminal. It also leverages a 
settlement reached this week to pro-
vide river access to the Kaisertown 
neighborhood and new public access 
along Buffalo’s City Ship Canal. 

The power of this law will lead us to 
a logical conclusion, connecting our 
community to resources long denied 
and to improve our life quality now 
and into the future. 

f 

RECOGNIZING PIRI KATZ ON HER 
94TH BIRTHDAY 

(Mrs. STEEL asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mrs. STEEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to celebrate the 94th birthday of 
a truly inspirational figure in our Or-
ange County community, Piri Katz. 
Piri Katz is a Holocaust survivor. 

At just 15, Piri and her family were 
taken by Nazis on the eve of Passover. 
After spending months in concentra-
tion camps, where her family was mur-
dered, she was liberated by American 
soldiers in May 1945. No one can imag-
ine the horrors she and others who 
lived through this tragedy experienced 
and the strength it took just to sur-
vive. 

In September 1949, she came to Amer-
ica and built her own American Dream. 
She made a beautiful life for herself 
here. Piri has four kids and eight 
grandkids that she is so proud of. 

Piri’s story is inspiring and should 
remind all of us to never take our free-
dom for granted. 

Happy 94th birthday, Piri. 

f 

HONORING THE LATIN AMERICAN 
WOMEN WRITERS PROJECT 

(Mr. ESPAILLAT asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. ESPAILLAT. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor 26 incredibly talented 
Latina women in the field of literature 
that I had the pleasure of meeting this 
morning. 

These women are a huge part of the 
Latin American Women Writers 
Project. They represent the best in our 
community, the leaders that stand tall 
today to inspire our youth and our en-
tire community. 

Their efforts to ensure inclusion and 
representation in journalism, creative 
writing, and storytelling, and sharing 
these ideas with us here today, are 
commendable. They are laying the 
groundwork, Mr. Speaker, to uplift and 
inspire the next generation of Latina 
writers. 

I hope that the discussion we had 
today will continue onward throughout 
our communities and across this great 
Nation and that their work will con-
tinue to inspire many in our commu-
nities, particularly the next genera-
tion. 

They have used their voices to share 
their stories with our families. Mr. 
Speaker, I welcome them. 

f 

BIDEN INFLATION HIGHEST IN 40 
YEARS 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, the Bureau of Labor Statis-
tics reports that the October Consumer 
Price Index has increased 6.2 percent in 
a year with Biden inflation. 
Annualized, this means inflation is 
going to be 7.4 percent, which would 
make it the highest rate since 1982, the 
highest rate of inflation in over 40 
years. 

At the same time, in 7 of the last 9 
months, real wages have fallen and 
workers lost 2.6 percent of their sala-
ries by the end of the first Biden year. 
Biden and the Democrats are accel-
erating inflation with insane spending 
bills, which now total over $5 trillion. 

Democrat elite think they are smart-
er than anyone, and they think Demo-
crat voters are ignorant to believe $5 
trillion in spending costs zero dollars. 
You pay with Biden inflation. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
who successfully protected America for 
20 years as the global war on terrorism 
continues moving from the Afghani-
stan safe haven to America. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY 
OF NOHEMA GRABER 

(Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend her remarks.) 

Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor the life and leg-
acy of a wonderful woman from my dis-
trict who dedicated her life to the bet-
terment of her community by edu-
cating the next generation. 

On November 2, 2021, Fairfield lost a 
beloved member of their community, 
Nohema Graber. Born in Mexico, 
Nohema later moved to Iowa, where 
her love for education drove her to pur-
sue a career in teaching. She would 
eventually go on to teach Spanish at 
Fairfield High School. 

When reading stories about Nohema’s 
kind and caring spirit, I came across 
one that really warmed my heart, and 
I would like to share it. 

When a dear friend of Nohema’s son 
was diagnosed with a brain tumor 12 
years ago, Nohema would pray with her 
friend every single day. Her son, now 
healthy, was among the countless 
members of the Fairfield community 
to attend Nohema’s vigil. 

I send my prayers out to the friends 
and family of Nohema Graber, as well 
as the students and faculty of Fairfield 
High School, as they mourn this tragic 
loss. 

f 

RECOGNIZING LEE MCMILLAN ON 
HIS 90TH BIRTHDAY 

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize Lee McMillan, of Ashe County, 
who will be celebrating his 90th birth-
day this Saturday. 

I have been blessed to know Lee for 
many years, and I know that he has 
helped build the foundation that the 
North Carolina Republican Party 
stands upon today. 

His 23 years of service to the United 
States Navy, after his graduation from 
the Naval Academy, and his tireless 
work in promoting conservative values 
on the local and State level are noth-
ing short of admirable. 

Lee is also the proud owner of 
Shatley Springs Inn and Restaurant lo-
cated in the high country, a local land-
mark that has received national rec-
ognition since 1958. 

To me, Lee is a perfect representa-
tion of the best that Ashe County and 
western North Carolina have to offer. 

Thank you, Lee, and happy birthday. 
f 

SPENDING TRILLIONS WILL 
WORSEN INFLATION 

(Mr. BERGMAN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BERGMAN. Mr. Speaker, in 
Michigan’s First District, we are 
hunkering down for the usual long but 
beautiful winter season. We enjoy it, 
and we prepare for it. 

This year, that preparation is much 
more complicated. The supply chain 
crisis, labor shortages, and inflation 
have made our gas and groceries that 
much more expensive at a time when 
we can’t necessarily afford it at that 
working-family level. 

In my district, we are truly feeling 
the negative impacts of this adminis-
tration’s failed policies. The White 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 04:20 Nov 17, 2021 Jkt 029060 PO 00000 Frm 00008 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K16NO7.014 H16NOPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

12
6Q

N
23

P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H6277 November 16, 2021 
House and congressional Democrats 
seem to be living in a different reality, 
telling us that the President’s agenda 
‘‘will not add to inflationary pressure.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, the real risk here would 
be passing the Democrat’s multitril-
lion-dollar tax and spend package. My 
colleagues in the House seem to be 
turning a blind eye to what Americans 
are actually experiencing. 

Make no mistake, spending trillions, 
while punishing the middle class and 
job creators, will make inflation worse. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to oppose this legislation. 

f 

RECOGNIZING NATIONAL FAMILY 
CAREGIVER MONTH 

(Mr. LAHOOD asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in recognition of National Fam-
ily Caregiver Month. 

More than 95 percent of individuals 
with dementia also have one or more 
chronic conditions. Individuals with 
dementia rely heavily on their family 
members or other caregivers to provide 
time, transportation, and other health 
services, which can be economically 
and emotionally challenging for a fam-
ily. 

In Illinois alone, we have over 381,000 
caregivers for people living with de-
mentia, and 53.5 percent of them have 
their own chronic health conditions. 

During National Family Caregiver 
Month, it is important to recognize the 
dedication and sacrifice that families 
and caregivers provide for their loved 
ones. 

My legislation, the Comprehensive 
Care for Alzheimer’s Act, provides ad-
ditional support to dementia patients 
and caregivers. The bill would direct 
the Center for Medicare and Medicaid 
Innovation to implement a dementia 
care model to test comprehensive care 
management services and would make 
a big impact on the lives of people liv-
ing with dementia and their caregivers. 

As I travel throughout Illinois, de-
mentia care and Alzheimer’s advocates 
continue to share their caregiving sto-
ries with me. Mr. Speaker, I ask for 
support of this bill. 

f 

b 1215 

INVESTMENTS IN THE NATIVE 
HAWAIIAN COMMUNITY 

(Mr. KAHELE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. KAHELE. Mr. Speaker, as a na-
tive Hawaiian, I am excited to high-
light how the Build Back Better Act 
will benefit the native Hawaiian com-
munity and all of the original indige-
nous peoples, the first peoples of these 
nations, across the United States. 

The Build Back Better Act will 
strengthen our collective indigenous 
communities through investments in 

culturally relevant healthcare, housing 
and community development, profes-
sional development for indigenous lan-
guages and early childhood educators, 
accelerator programs for small busi-
nesses, and funding for native Hawai-
ian healthcare systems. 

These programs further the trust re-
sponsibility from the United States 
Government to indigenous commu-
nities. 

The Build Back Better Act also cre-
ates opportunities for Federal con-
sultation on land use planning, devel-
opment, and infrastructure projects— 
something our indigenous communities 
have requested for years. 

That is why we must pass the Build 
Back Better Act and add its invest-
ments to the initiatives we just passed 
in the Infrastructure Investment and 
Jobs Act. The Build Back Better Act 
supports our indigenous communities 
and creates opportunity for indigenous 
peoples while ensuring that America’s 
richest citizens pay their fair share. 

Mahalo, Mr. Speaker. 
f 

SOUTHERN BORDER CRISIS 

(Mr. BILIRAKIS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to discuss the dangerous situa-
tion at our southern border. 

Since President Biden took office, 
there have been over 1.4 million illegal 
border crossings. These record-high ap-
prehensions keep increasing with no 
end in sight, and now a new caravan of 
migrants is headed through Mexico to 
our southern border, as we speak. 

Instead of addressing what has be-
come a humanitarian, health, and na-
tional security problem, this adminis-
tration and congressional Democrats 
keep announcing plans that will only 
exacerbate the problem. 

For example, the administration has 
discussed paying illegal immigrants 
settlement payments of up to $450,000, 
and the spending package being pushed 
through this Chamber includes am-
nesty for up to 10 million illegal immi-
grants and up to $100 billion in tax-
payer-funded benefits for them. 

These irresponsible proposals and 
dangerous open border policies will 
continue to fuel the crisis and encour-
age more illegal activity at the border. 
We must secure our borders and ensure 
that the rule of law applies to every-
one. 

f 

HONORING FALLEN HEROES 

(Mrs. KIM of California asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend her remarks.) 

Mrs. KIM of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor our 13 fallen serv-
icemembers who made the ultimate 
sacrifice to save the lives of Americans 
and allies in Afghanistan at the Kabul 
Airport at the end of August. 

These brave men and women, includ-
ing southern California marines Lance 
Corporal Dylan Merola, Lance Corporal 
Kareem Nikoui, and Corporal Hunter 
Lopez, were young—many in their 
twenties—and incredibly brave. They 
valiantly put their lives on the line for 
others. Their courage and heroism in 
the face of danger will never be forgot-
ten. 

I am proud that the House of Rep-
resentatives came together to honor 
their memory and posthumously award 
these fallen heroes a well-deserved 
Congressional Gold Medal. 

Mr. Speaker, we remember their 
names and their stories always, and we 
continue to rally with our new Gold 
Star families. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE THOMAS FAM-
ILY OF MEYERSDALE, PENNSYL-
VANIA, AND THEIR ACTS OF 
KINDNESS 

(Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize the 
Thomas family of Meyersdale, Pennsyl-
vania, who tragically lost their son, 
Trevor, a student athlete who played 
baseball at Allegany College of Mary-
land and at Penn State. 

In the face of that loss, the Thomas 
family has responded with love and 
compassion for their community. In 
honor of their son’s commitment to 
serving others, the Thomas family 
printed small cards that encouraged 
their neighbors to help others through 
acts of kindness. 

Those cards have inspired incredible 
gestures of generosity in our commu-
nity. The acts of kindness were wide- 
ranging. From preparing care packages 
for the homeless to donating blood to 
handing out doughnuts and even deliv-
ering flowers to strangers, members of 
the community looked to see what 
they could do to help one another. 

Together, the people of Somerset 
County are working to keep Trevor’s 
memory alive through their acts of 
service for one another. 

On each card that the family has dis-
tributed is a simple mantra that de-
fined the way that Trevor lived his life. 
It is a mantra that we should all aspire 
to: Be somebody who makes everybody 
feel like somebody. 

f 

ENDING EXPLOITATION OF 
VETERANS 

(Mr. CAWTHORN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. CAWTHORN. Mr. Speaker, free-
dom is born through the sacrifice of pa-
triots. We occupy this Chamber today 
and walk free among our countrymen 
because generation after generation of 
liberty-minded warriors surrendered 
their lives to the conviction that 
America was worth defending. Their 
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blood, their sweat, and their sacrifice 
are the currency for our freedom. 

Their sacrifice must never be ex-
ploited. I am honored to bring before 
this Chamber today legislation that 
ends the exploitation of veterans’ fi-
nances and taxpayer dollars. A loop-
hole exists in the GI Bill that allows 
some public flight schools to charge ex-
orbitant amounts of money to veterans 
and taxpayers for veterans’ tuition. 

My legislation, the Fly Vets Act, not 
only stops this loophole dead in its 
tracks, but it empowers veterans and 
drastically expands their benefits. It 
allows them to pay for flight training 
through accelerated payments and al-
lows them to double the monetary cap 
on both tuition and fees per year. This 
bill does not cut benefits in any way. It 
gives power back to our heroes in uni-
form. 

I thank the many VSOs who support 
this legislation, along with Congress-
woman UNDERWOOD for encompassing 
this legislation in her bill and working 
with me across party lines to ensure 
that the exploitation of veterans and 
taxpayers ends today. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
MALINOWSKI). Pursuant to clause 8 of 
rule XX, the Chair will postpone fur-
ther proceedings today on motions to 
suspend the rules on which the yeas 
and nays are ordered. 

The House will resume proceedings 
on postponed questions at a later time. 

f 

VA ELECTRONIC HEALTH RECORD 
TRANSPARENCY ACT OF 2021 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 4591) to direct the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs to submit to Congress 
periodic reports on the costs of the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs Elec-
tronic Health RECORD Modernization 
program, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 4591 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘VA Elec-
tronic Health Record Transparency Act of 
2021’’. 
SEC. 2. REPORTS ON COSTS, PERFORMANCE 

METRICS, AND OUTCOMES OF DE-
PARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS 
ELECTRONIC HEALTH RECORD MOD-
ERNIZATION PROGRAM. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 503 of the Vet-
erans Benefits and Transition Act of 2018 
(Public Law 115–407; 38 U.S.C. 5701 note prec.) 
is amended— 

(1) by redesignating subsection (e) as sub-
section (f); 

(2) by inserting after subsection (d) the fol-
lowing new subsection (e): 

‘‘(e) QUARTERLY REPORTS.— 
‘‘(1) REPORTS ON COSTS OF EHRM PROGRAM.— 

Not later than 90 days after the date of the 
enactment of the VA Electronic Health 

Record Transparency Act of 2021, and every 
30 days after the last day of each fiscal quar-
ter thereafter until the termination date 
specified in paragraph (3), the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs shall submit to the Com-
mittees on Veterans’ Affairs of the Senate 
and House of Representatives a report on the 
costs of the Electronic Health Record Mod-
ernization program of the Department of 
Veterans Affairs. Each such report shall in-
clude, for the period covered by the report 
and for the total period beginning on the 
date of the enactment of the VA Electronic 
Health Record Transparency Act of 2021 and 
ending on the date of the submittal of the re-
port, a description of all actual expenses of, 
and driven by, such program, including any 
such expenses paid using— 

‘‘(A) any funds appropriated for the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs, for any source 
or account, expended by any organizational 
element of the Department or by the Federal 
Electronic Health Record Modernization Of-
fice for the Electronic Health Record Mod-
ernization Program; 

‘‘(B) any funds, from any source or ac-
count, expended by any organizational ele-
ment of the Department for physical or tech-
nology infrastructure modifications, en-
hancements, improvements, or expansions at 
a facility of the Department necessitated by, 
or related or pertaining to, the Electronic 
Health Record Modernization Program; and 

‘‘(C) any funds, from any source or ac-
count, expended by any organizational ele-
ment of the Department or by the Federal 
Electronic Health Record Modernization Of-
fice for consultants, support contractors, or 
experts related or pertaining to the Elec-
tronic Health Record Modernization Pro-
gram. 

‘‘(2) REPORTS ON PERFORMANCE METRICS AND 
OUTCOMES.—Not later than 90 days after the 
date of the enactment of the VA Electronic 
Health Record Transparency Act of 2021, and 
every 30 days after the last day of each fiscal 
quarter thereafter until the termination 
date specified in paragraph (3), the Secretary 
of Veterans Affairs shall submit to the Com-
mittees on Veterans’ Affairs of the Senate 
and House of Representatives a report on the 
performance metrics and outcomes of the 
Electronic Health Record Modernization 
Program. Each such report shall include, for 
the period covered by the report— 

‘‘(A) a list of the quality, performance, 
safety, or value metrics, key performance in-
dicators, and other diagnostic or evaluation 
criteria in use to assess the Electronic 
Health Record Modernization Program and 
the electronic health record system, in gen-
eral and at individual facilities, with respect 
to veterans, employees of the Department, 
and Departmental operations; 

‘‘(B) an explanation of any change to any 
of such metrics, indicators, and criteria com-
pared to the metrics, indicators, and criteria 
included in any previous report submitted 
under this paragraph; 

‘‘(C) the data supporting or demonstrating 
each such metric, indicator, and criteria 
compared to the data supporting or dem-
onstrating such metric, indicator, or criteria 
as included in the previous report submitted 
under this paragraph; and 

‘‘(D) a list of patient safety reports, inci-
dents, alerts, or disclosures at each facility 
of the Department where the electronic 
health record system has been implemented. 

‘‘(3) TERMINATION DATE.—The requirement 
to submit a report under paragraph (1) shall 
terminate on the date that is 90 days after 
the date on which the Secretary submits to 
the Committees on Veterans’ Affairs of the 
Senate and House of Representatives certifi-
cation that the Electronic Health Record 
Modernization program has been fully imple-
mented.’’; and 

(3) in subsection (f), as redesignated by 
paragraph (1), by adding at the end the fol-
lowing new paragraphs: 

‘‘(3) The term ‘electronic health record sys-
tem’ means the electronic health record sys-
tem implemented pursuant to the Electronic 
Health Record Modernization Program. 

‘‘(4) The term ‘Federal Electronic Health 
Record Management Office’ means the office 
established under section 1635(b) of the 
Wounded Warrior Act (title XVI of Public 
Law 110–181; 10 U.S.C. 1071 note). 

‘‘(5) The term ‘facility of the Department’ 
includes a joint facility of the Department of 
Veterans Affairs and the Department of De-
fense.’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
California (Mr. TAKANO) and the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. BOST) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from California. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and to 
insert extraneous material on H.R. 
4591, as amended. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 

of H.R. 4591, the VA Electronic Health 
Record Transparency Act of 2021, as 
amended. 

The Department of Veterans Affairs 
has struggled to produce reliable cost 
estimates and reporting on the infra-
structure needs associated with its $16 
billion electronic health record mod-
ernization project. This bill is a good 
governance measure which will enable 
Congress to conduct better oversight 
and hold VA accountable for its spend-
ing. 

It is essential that we ensure that 
taxpayer funds meant to serve veterans 
are being used properly and that VA is 
maintaining detailed records of its IT 
and physical infrastructure expendi-
tures. We owe that to the veterans who 
get their care from VA and to the 
American taxpayer. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to support H.R. 4591, as amend-
ed, which was unanimously supported 
in committee. 

I reserve the balance of my time, Mr. 
Speaker. 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 
of H.R. 4591, as amended, the VA Elec-
tronic Health Record Transparency 
Act. 

Since the very beginning of the Elec-
tronic Health Record Modernization, or 
the EHRM, program, this committee 
has been requesting accurate and up- 
to-date lifecycle cost estimates from 
VA. Despite our requests, VA has never 
provided a credible lifecycle cost esti-
mate. VA’s cost estimates could not 
withstand even the most basic scru-
tiny. 
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This bill would require quarterly re-

ports on the costs of the EHRM pro-
gram. It would also capture the rough-
ly $5 billion of costs the Inspector Gen-
eral found were unaccounted for and 
any other costs that VA has not been 
including. 

Of course, cost is not everything. The 
electronic health record program needs 
to help the VA medical staff better 
care for veterans. That is why this bill 
would also require VA to report on per-
formance and safety metrics. These 
data points will allow us to evaluate 
the program and determine whether it 
is making VA medical centers safer, 
faster, and better. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud of the bipar-
tisan work of the Technology Mod-
ernization Subcommittee, and I am 
also pleased to be the original cospon-
sor of this bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I encourage all of my 
colleagues to support H.R. 4591, as 
amended, and I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 
minutes to the gentleman from Indiana 
(Mr. MRVAN), who is my good friend 
and a member of the House Committee 
on Veterans’ Affairs and chairman of 
the Subcommittee on Technology Mod-
ernization. 

Mr. MRVAN. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
Chairman TAKANO for yielding me 
time. 

Mr. Speaker, earlier this year the VA 
Office of the Inspector General released 
two separate reports highlighting VA’s 
failure to conduct reliable lifecycle 
cost estimates for its Electronic Health 
Record Modernization program. 

Specifically, the IG repeatedly found 
unreliable and incomplete estimates 
for infrastructure upgrades and costs 
as well as inadequate reporting of 
those costs. 

Given the size and scope of the 
EHRM program, the lack of accurate 
cost estimates hampers VA’s ability to 
provide Congress with an accurate pic-
ture of the cost and scale of efforts to 
modernize IT and physical infrastruc-
ture at VA medical centers. 

This piece of legislation will address 
these issues. It requires VA to look at 
all costs across VHA, OIT, and any 
other programs for any amount ex-
pended on the EHRM program, includ-
ing for infrastructure projects and con-
tractors that were not part of the 
original contract. This legislation also 
requires VA to provide the committee 
with reports on performance metrics 
and outcomes. 

I thank Chairman TAKANO and Rank-
ing Member BOST for their leadership 
and for cosponsoring this legislation as 
well as all of the other cosponsors and 
the committee members who have 
truly made this a bipartisan effort. 

Mr. Speaker, I encourage my col-
leagues to support this bill. 

b 1230 
Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I encourage 

all of my colleagues to support this 
bill, and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I ask all 
of my colleagues to join me in passing 
H.R. 4591, the VA Electronic Health 
Record Transparency Act of 2021, as 
amended, and I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
TAKANO) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 4591, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

The title of the bill was amended so 
as to read: ‘‘A bill to direct the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs to submit to 
Congress periodic reports on the costs, 
performance metrics, and outcomes of 
the Department of Veterans Affairs 
Electronic Health Record Moderniza-
tion program.’’. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

VITAL ASSESSMENT ACT 
Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I move to 

suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 5516) to direct the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs to submit to Congress 
a report on the Veterans Integration to 
Academic Leadership program of the 
Department of Veterans Affairs, and 
for other purposes, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 5516 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘VITAL As-
sessment Act’’. 
SEC. 2. VETERANS INTEGRATION TO ACADEMIC 

LEADERSHIP PROGRAM OF THE DE-
PARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS. 

(a) REPORT.—Not later than one year after 
the date of the enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall submit to 
the Committees on Veterans’ Affairs of the 
House of Representatives and the Senate a 
report on the Veterans Integration to Aca-
demic Leadership program of the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs. The report shall 
include the following: 

(1) The number of medical centers of the 
Department, institutions of higher learning, 
non-college degree programs, and student 
veterans supported by the program, and rel-
evant trends since the program began. 

(2) The staff and resources allocated to the 
program, and relevant trends since the pro-
gram began. 

(3) An assessment of the outcomes and ef-
fectiveness of the program in— 

(A) supporting student veterans; 
(B) connecting student veterans to needed 

services of the Department or services pro-
vided by non-Department entities; 

(C) addressing the mental health needs of 
student veterans; 

(D) lowering the suicide risk of student 
veterans; and 

(E) helping student veterans achieve edu-
cational goals. 

(4) An assessment of barriers to expanding 
the program and how the Secretary intends 
to address such barriers. 

(5) An assessment of whether the program 
should be expanded outside of the Office of 

Mental Health and Suicide Prevention to 
support students veterans with needs unre-
lated to mental health or suicide. 

(b) UNIFORM BEST PRACTICES, GOALS, AND 
MEASURES.—The Secretary shall establish 
best practices, goals, and measures for the 
Veterans Integration to Academic Leader-
ship program of the Department that are 
uniform among the medical centers of the 
Department. 

(c) OUTREACH.—The Secretary shall con-
duct outreach among the Armed Forces, vet-
erans service organizations, institutions of 
higher learning, and non-college degree pro-
grams with respect to the Veterans Integra-
tion to Academic Leadership program of the 
Department. 

(d) ASSESSMENT.—The Secretary shall as-
sess the feasibility and advisability of in-
cluding the suicide rate for student veterans 
in the National Veteran Suicide Prevention 
Annual Report of the Office of Mental Health 
and Suicide Prevention of the Department. 

(e) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) The term ‘‘institution of higher learn-

ing’’ has the meaning given that term in sec-
tion 3452 of title 38, United States Code. 

(2) The term ‘‘student veteran’’ means the 
following: 

(A) A veteran or member of the Armed 
Forces using educational assistance under 
any of the following provisions of law: 

(i) Chapter 30, 31, 32, or 33 of title 38, 
United States Code, or chapter 1606 or 1607 of 
title 10, United States Code. 

(ii) Section 116 of the Harry W. Colmery 
Veterans Educational Assistance Act of 2017 
(Public Law 115–48; 38 U.S.C. 3001 note). 

(iii) Section 8006 of the American Rescue 
Plan Act of 2021 (Public Law 117–2; 38 U.S.C. 
3001 note prec.). 

(B) A veteran who is enrolled in an institu-
tion of higher learning or other training pro-
gram, without regard to whether the veteran 
is using educational assistance specified in 
subparagraph (A). 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
California (Mr. TAKANO) and the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. BOST) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from California. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and to 
insert extraneous material on H.R. 
5516, as amended. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 

of H.R. 5516, the VITAL Assessment 
Act, as amended, which is sponsored by 
our newest House Veterans’ Affairs 
Committee member, Congressman 
ELLZEY. 

This bill requires that VA submit a 
report on the Department’s Veterans 
Integration to Academic Leadership, or 
VITAL program. VITAL is designed to 
support student veterans in their aca-
demic settings, and it is a key compo-
nent of VA’s work to ensure that vet-
erans thrive after completing their 
military service. 

VITAL is a longtime program at VA, 
and this report will provide a timely 
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opportunity to examine outcomes for 
student veterans and academic institu-
tions supported by VA. 

I urge my colleagues to vote ‘‘yes’’ 
on H.R. 5516, the VITAL Assessment 
Act, as amended, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 
of H.R. 5516, as amended, the VITAL 
Assessment Act. 

This bill is sponsored by, as was said, 
our newest member of the Veterans’ 
Affairs Committee, Congressman JAKE 
ELLZEY. With this bill, he is fulfilling 
the promise he made on the campaign 
trail to put the needs of our fellow vet-
erans front and center. His bill will 
make a number of improvements to the 
VA’s Veterans Integration to Academic 
Learning, or the VITAL program. 

VITAL provides mental health sup-
port to student veterans on college 
campuses. Preventing veteran suicide 
and supporting veterans as they transi-
tion out of the military are two of our 
committee’s highest goals, and this bill 
would get us closer to realizing both of 
them. 

I urge every Member to support H.R. 
5516, as amended, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I have no 
further speakers and I am prepared to 
close. I reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 
minutes to the gentleman from Texas 
(Mr. ELLZEY), the main sponsor of this 
legislation. 

Mr. ELLZEY. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
Ranking Member BOST for yielding 
time. 

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to be ad-
dressing the House today as we are just 
days removed from Veterans Day, when 
our Nation recognizes those who honor-
ably served to protect our precious, 
God-given liberties and freedoms. We 
have a duty and responsibility to help 
the veterans of our Armed Forces who 
have fought to preserve our freedoms 
and liberties. 

In 2011, VA launched the Veterans In-
tegration to Academic Leadership pro-
gram, or the VITAL program, to pro-
vide mental health services to student 
veterans on college campuses. 

Hundreds of thousands of veterans 
attend college every year. They often 
have difficulty adjusting from the mili-
tary to an academic campus culture 
and relating to nonveteran peers. 

As someone who has personally gone 
through the transition back to civilian 
life, I can say my experiences in com-
bat and leadership were vastly dif-
ferent than the experiences of my fel-
low students. I was much older than 
my fellow students; much older. I was 
no longer surrounded by my fellow 
warriors; and I was a stranger in a 
strange academic land. For these rea-
sons, I understand why the VITAL pro-
gram is so important. 

Since its inception in 2011, it has 
grown to support student veterans at 
183 locations. VITAL program services 

are locally managed, staffed, and eval-
uated by VA medical centers working 
with area schools, which allows for 
independence and flexibility. It con-
nects student veterans with needed 
care and services, and helps prevent 
veteran suicide. 

The VITAL Assessment Act will en-
sure critical information about the 
VITAL program is gathered, improve-
ments are made, and will help provide 
mental healthcare and support to stu-
dent veterans. 

This act adds accountability and 
transparency. It will require the VA to 
report to Congress about the program’s 
management, operations, and effective-
ness in support of student veterans’ 
mental health and educational goals. 

It also requires the VA to use infor-
mation gathered to create best new 
practices, goals, and performance 
measures for the program. 

In conclusion, I thank the many vet-
erans’ groups supporting this bill. 

I am grateful to House Committee on 
Veterans’ Affairs Ranking Member 
BOST for being an original cosponsor of 
this bill. 

And I thank Chairman TAKANO for 
supporting this bill and speaking favor-
ably during the committee hearing; 
Health Subcommittee Chair BROWNLEY, 
and the members of the Veterans’ Af-
fairs Committee for their unanimous 
support of this bill. 

This will help student veterans 
achieve their goals and dreams. And 
just as the VITAL program has a prov-
en record of saving lives, this bill will 
further improve the program and help 
save even more lives of veterans. 

I ask all Members of the House to 
please support H.R. 5516. 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I am pre-
pared to close, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I am pre-
pared to close. I encourage all of my 
colleagues to support this bill, and I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I ask all 
of my colleagues to join me in passing 
H.R. 5516, as amended, and I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
TAKANO) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 5516, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

BURN PIT REGISTRY 
ENHANCEMENT ACT 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 2433) to direct the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs to take actions nec-
essary to ensure that certain individ-
uals may update the burn pit registry 
with a registered individual’s cause of 
death, and for other purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 2433 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Burn Pit 
Registry Enhancement Act’’. 
SEC. 2. BURN PIT REGISTRY UPDATES. 

(a) INDIVIDUALS ELIGIBLE TO UPDATE.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days 

after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall take 
actions necessary to ensure that the burn pit 
registry may be updated with the cause of 
death of a deceased registered individual 
by— 

(A) an individual designated by such de-
ceased registered individual; or 

(B) if no such individual is designated, an 
immediate family member of such deceased 
registered individual. 

(2) DESIGNATION.—The Secretary shall pro-
vide, with respect to the burn pit registry, a 
process by which a registered individual may 
make a designation for purposes of para-
graph (1)(A). 

(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) The term ‘‘burn pit registry’’ means the 

registry established under section 201 of the 
Dignified Burial and Other Veterans’ Bene-
fits Improvement Act of 2012 (Public Law 
112–260; 38 U.S.C. 527 note). 

(2) The term ‘‘immediate family member’’, 
with respect to a deceased individual, 
means— 

(A) the spouse, parent, brother, sister, or 
adult child of the individual; 

(B) an adult person to whom the individual 
stands in loco parentis; or 

(C) any other adult person— 
(i) living in the household of the individual 

at the time of the death of the individual; 
and 

(ii) related to the individual by blood or 
marriage. 

(3) The term ‘‘registered individual’’ means 
an individual registered with the burn pit 
registry. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
California (Mr. TAKANO) and the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. BOST) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from California. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and to 
insert extraneous material on H.R. 
2433. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise to support the 

passage of Representative RUIZ’s Burn 
Pit Registry Enhancement Act. 

As the House Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs and our Senate counter-
parts close in on providing much-need-
ed, comprehensive assistance to vet-
erans exposed to burn pits and other 
airborne hazards, this measure from 
Dr. RUIZ is an important step in the 
right direction. 

As VA continues to study the effects 
that burn pit and other airborne hazard 
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exposures have on our veterans, the 
collection of data is critical. Without 
data, important patterns are not iden-
tified, and decisive conclusions cannot 
be made. 

This bill ensures that VA researchers 
and their partners will have more in-
formation to evaluate as they strive 
toward final determinations on issues 
and additional presumptive service- 
connected conditions. 

VA’s burn pit registry is for veterans 
and servicemembers who may have 
been exposed to airborne hazards 
caused by open burn pits while de-
ployed in support of Operations Desert 
Storm, Desert Shield, New Dawn, Iraqi 
Freedom, or Enduring Freedom. 
Through this registry, veterans may 
report on their symptoms or illnesses, 
providing researchers with invaluable 
information used to determine poten-
tial links between veterans’ exposures 
and their current health conditions. 

The Burn Pit Registry Enhancement 
Act will strengthen this registry by au-
thorizing a designee of a registered vet-
eran or an immediate family member 
to update the registry with the vet-
eran’s cause of death. 

While this additional information 
can no longer assist those who sadly 
pass away as a potential consequence 
of burn pit exposure, their cause of 
death data may someday assist their 
fellow veterans. This will be an honor-
able and incredibly valuable last act of 
service. 

So, Mr. Speaker, I strongly support 
the passage of the Burn Pit Registry 
Enhancement Act, H.R. 2433, and I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 
of H.R. 2433, the Burn Pit Registry En-
hancement Act. This bill is cospon-
sored by Congressmen RAUL RUIZ from 
California and BRAD WENSTRUP from 
Ohio. Dr. RUIZ and Dr. WENSTRUP are 
co-chairs of the House Burn Pit Cau-
cus. I thank them for their work on 
this bill and continued advocacy on be-
half of the veterans exposed to burn 
pits. 

Many servicemembers and veterans 
are grappling with serious health con-
ditions that they believe are the result 
of the burn pit exposures. That is why 
Congress required VA to create an Air-
borne Hazards and Open Burn Pit Reg-
istry in 2013. 

The registry was intended to provide 
a forum for servicemembers and vet-
erans to document their burn pit expo-
sures and health status so that the VA 
could better target research and out-
reach. The registry continues to be an 
important tool for veterans worried 
about burn pit and other toxic or envi-
ronmental exposures. 

Last Congress, two important stake-
holders, Burn Pits 360 and VFW, rec-
ommended family members be allowed 
to update the registry in the event of 
the death of a servicemember or vet-
eran listed on it. This would ensure 
that the registry contains a more com-

plete picture of the possible effects of 
burn pit exposure. This bill would do 
that. 

When a servicemember or a veteran 
listed in the registry passes away, it 
would allow an immediate family 
member to report their death and 
cause of death to the registry. 

As ranking member, improving the 
care and benefits provided to veterans 
who have experienced toxic exposure 
continues to be one of my top prior-
ities. There have been bipartisan bills 
introduced in the House and Senate 
this Congress. One of those bills is my 
bill, the TEAM Act. 

And last week, VA announced some 
new initiatives aimed at improving the 
presumptive process for toxic-exposed 
veterans. I still have many outstanding 
questions about that announcement, 
and am concerned by the stalled legis-
lative efforts of the Democrat-con-
trolled Congress. 

Toxic-exposed veterans are sick and 
dying. We cannot let burn pits, PFAS, 
or particulate matters become this 
generation’s Agent Orange. We cannot 
fail to take proactive action on behalf 
of the future generations of 
warfighters. 

I hope that we can soon come to-
gether in the House and the Senate in 
a bipartisan manner to take meaning-
ful, fiscally responsible, and scientif-
ically sound action to address toxic ex-
posures. In the meantime, I am pleased 
to support this bill today, and hope it 
has the support of all of my colleagues. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I have no 
further speakers. I am prepared to 
close, and I reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I am pre-
pared to close. I encourage all of my 
colleagues to support this piece of leg-
islation, and I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I ask all 
of my colleagues to join me in passing 
H.R. 2433, and I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
TAKANO) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 2433. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

b 1245 

VA ASSESSMENT BY 
INDEPENDENT MEASURES ACT 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 4626) to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to require an independent 
assessment of health care delivery sys-
tems and management processes of the 
Department of Veterans Affairs be con-

ducted once every 10 years, and for 
other purposes, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 4626 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘VA Assess-
ment by Independent Measures Act’’ or the 
‘‘VA AIM Act’’. 
SEC. 2. REQUIREMENT FOR ONGOING INDE-

PENDENT ASSESSMENTS OF HEALTH 
CARE DELIVERY SYSTEMS AND MAN-
AGEMENT PROCESSES OF THE DE-
PARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS. 

(a) ONGOING ASSESSMENTS.—Chapter 17 of 
title 38, United States Code, is amended by 
inserting after section 1704 the following new 
section: 
‘‘§ 1704A. Independent assessments of health 

care delivery systems and management 
processes 
‘‘(a) INDEPENDENT ASSESSMENTS.—Not less 

frequently than once every 10 years, the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs shall enter into 
one or more contracts with a private sector 
entity or entities described in subsection (d) 
to conduct an independent assessment of the 
hospital care, medical services, and other 
health care furnished by the Department of 
Veterans Affairs. Such assessment shall ad-
dress each of the following: 

‘‘(1) Current and projected demographics 
and unique health care needs of the patient 
population served by the Department. 

‘‘(2) The accuracy of models and fore-
casting methods used by the Department to 
project health care demand, including with 
respect to veteran demographics, rates of use 
of health care furnished by the Department, 
the inflation of health care costs, and such 
other factors as may be determined relevant 
by the Secretary. 

‘‘(3) The reliability and accuracy of models 
and forecasting methods used by the Depart-
ment to project the budgetary needs of the 
Veterans Health Administration and how 
such models and forecasting methods inform 
budgetary trends. 

‘‘(4) The authorities and mechanisms under 
which the Secretary may furnish hospital 
care, medical services, and other health care 
at Department and non-Department facili-
ties, including through Federal and private 
sector partners and at joint medical facili-
ties, and the effect of such authorities and 
mechanisms on eligibility and access to care. 

‘‘(5) The organization, workflow processes, 
and tools used by the Department to support 
clinical staffing, access to care, effective 
length-of-stay management and care transi-
tions, positive patient experience, accurate 
documentation, and subsequent coding of in-
patient services. 

‘‘(6) The efforts of the Department to re-
cruit and retain staff at levels necessary to 
carry out the functions of the Veterans 
Health Administration and the process used 
by the Department to determine staffing lev-
els necessary for such functions. 

‘‘(7) The staffing level at each medical fa-
cility of the Department and the produc-
tivity of each health care provider at the 
medical facility, compared with health care 
industry performance metrics, which may in-
clude the following: 

‘‘(A) An assessment of the case load of, and 
number of patients treated by, each health 
care provider at such medical facility during 
an average week. 

‘‘(B) An assessment of the time spent by 
each such health care provider on matters 
other than the case load of the health care 
provider, including time spent by the health 
care provider as follows: 
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‘‘(i) At a medical facility that is affiliated 

with the Department. 
‘‘(ii) Conducting research. 
‘‘(iii) Training or supervising other health 

care professionals of the Department. 
‘‘(8) The information technology strategies 

of the Department with respect to furnishing 
and managing health care, including an iden-
tification of any weaknesses or opportunities 
with respect to the technology used by the 
Department, especially those strategies with 
respect to clinical documentation of hospital 
care, medical services, and other health care, 
including any clinical images and associated 
textual reports, furnished by the Department 
in Department or non-Department facilities. 

‘‘(9) Business processes of the Veterans 
Health Administration, including processes 
relating to furnishing non-Department 
health care, insurance identification, third- 
party revenue collection, and vendor reim-
bursement, including an identification of 
mechanisms as follows: 

‘‘(A) To avoid the payment of penalties to 
vendors. 

‘‘(B) To increase the collection of amounts 
owed to the Department for hospital care, 
medical services, or other health care pro-
vided by the Department, for which reim-
bursement from a third party is authorized 
and to ensure that such amounts collected 
are accurate. 

‘‘(C) To increase the collection of any 
other amounts owed to the Department with 
respect to hospital care, medical services, or 
other health care and to ensure that such 
amounts collected are accurate. 

‘‘(D) To increase the accuracy and timeli-
ness of Department payments to vendors and 
providers. 

‘‘(E) To reduce expenditures while improv-
ing the quality of care furnished. 

‘‘(10) The purchase, distribution, and use of 
pharmaceuticals, medical and surgical sup-
plies, medical devices, and health care-re-
lated services by the Department, including 
the following: 

‘‘(A) The prices paid for, standardization 
of, and use by, the Department with respect 
to the following: 

‘‘(i) Pharmaceuticals. 
‘‘(ii) Medical and surgical supplies. 
‘‘(iii) Medical devices. 
‘‘(B) The use by the Department of group 

purchasing arrangements to purchase phar-
maceuticals, medical and surgical supplies, 
medical devices, and health care-related 
services. 

‘‘(C) The strategy and systems used by the 
Department to distribute pharmaceuticals, 
medical and surgical supplies, medical de-
vices, and health care-related services to 
Veterans Integrated Service Networks and 
medical facilities of the Department. 

‘‘(11) The process of the Department for 
carrying out construction and maintenance 
projects at medical facilities of the Depart-
ment and the medical facility leasing pro-
gram of the Department. 

‘‘(12) The competency of Department lead-
ership with respect to culture, account-
ability, reform readiness, leadership develop-
ment, physician alignment, employee en-
gagement, succession planning, and perform-
ance management. 

‘‘(13) The effectiveness of the authorities 
and programs of the Department to educate 
and train health personnel pursuant to sec-
tion 7302 of this title. 

‘‘(14) The conduct of medical and pros-
thetic research of the Department. 

‘‘(15) The provision of Department assist-
ance to Federal agencies and personnel in-
volved in responding to a disaster or emer-
gency. 

‘‘(16) Such additional matters as may be 
determined relevant by the Secretary. 

‘‘(b) TIMING.—The private sector entity or 
entities carrying out an assessment pursuant 
to subsection (a) shall complete such assess-
ment not later than one year after entering 
into the contract described in such para-
graph. 

‘‘(c) DATA.—To the extent practicable, the 
private sector entity or entities carrying out 
an assessment pursuant to subsection (a) 
shall make use of existing data that has been 
compiled by the Department, including data 
that has been collected for— 

‘‘(1) the performance of quadrennial mar-
ket assessments under section 7330C of this 
title; 

‘‘(2) the quarterly publication of informa-
tion on staffing and vacancies with respect 
to the Veterans Health Administration pur-
suant to section 505 of the VA MISSION Act 
of 2018 (Public Law 115–182; 38 U.S.C. 301 
note); and 

‘‘(3) the conduct of annual audits pursuant 
to section 3102 of the Johnny Isakson and 
David P. Roe, M.D. Veterans Health Care and 
Benefits Improvement Act of 2020 (Public 
Law 116–315; 38 U.S.C. 1701 note). 

‘‘(d) PRIVATE SECTOR ENTITIES DE-
SCRIBED.—A private sector entity described 
in this subsection is a private entity that— 

‘‘(1) has experience and proven outcomes in 
optimizing the performance of the health 
care delivery systems of the Veterans Health 
Administration and the private sector and in 
health care management; and 

‘‘(2) specializes in implementing large- 
scale organizational and cultural trans-
formations, especially with respect to health 
care delivery systems. 

‘‘(e) PROGRAM INTEGRATOR.—(1) If the Sec-
retary enters into contracts with more than 
one private sector entity under subsection 
(a) with respect to a single assessment under 
such subsection, the Secretary shall des-
ignate one such entity that is predominately 
a health care organization as the program 
integrator. 

‘‘(2) The program integrator designated 
pursuant to paragraph (1) shall be respon-
sible for coordinating the outcomes of the 
assessments conducted by the private sector 
entities pursuant to such contracts. 

‘‘(f) REPORTS.—(1) Not later than 60 days 
after completing an assessment pursuant to 
subsection (a), the private sector entity or 
entities carrying out such assessment shall 
submit to the Secretary of Veterans Affairs 
and the Committees on Veterans’ Affairs of 
the House of Representatives and the Senate 
a report on the findings and recommenda-
tions of the private sector entity or entities 
with respect to such assessment. Such report 
shall include an identification of the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(A) Any changes with respect to the mat-
ters included in such assessment since the 
date that is the later of the following: 

‘‘(i) The date on which the independent as-
sessment under section 201 of the Veterans 
Access, Choice, and Accountability Act of 
2014 (Public Law 113–146; 38 U.S.C. 1701 note) 
was completed. 

‘‘(ii) The date on which the last assessment 
under subsection (a) was completed. 

‘‘(B) Any recommendations regarding mat-
ters to be covered by subsequent assessments 
under subsection (a), including any addi-
tional matters to include for assessment or 
previously assessed matters to exclude. 

‘‘(2) Not later than 30 days after receiving 
a report under paragraph (1), the Secretary 
shall publish such report in the Federal Reg-
ister and on a publicly accessible internet 
website of the Department. 

‘‘(3) Not later than 90 days after receiving 
a report under paragraph (1), the Secretary 
shall submit to the Committees on Veterans’ 
Affairs of the House of Representatives and 
the Senate a report outlining the feasibility, 

and advisability, of implementing the rec-
ommendations made by the private sector 
entity or entities in such report received, in-
cluding an identification of the timeline, 
cost, and any legislative authorities nec-
essary for such implementation.’’. 

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENTS.—The table of 
sections at the beginning of such chapter is 
amended by inserting after the item relating 
to section 1704 the following new item: 
‘‘1704A. Independent assessments of health 

care delivery systems and man-
agement processes.’’. 

(c) DEADLINE FOR INITIAL ASSESSMENT.— 
The initial assessment under section 1704A of 
title 38, United States Code, as added by sub-
section (a), shall be completed by not later 
than December 31, 2025. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
California (Mr. TAKANO) and the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. BOST) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from California. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and to 
insert extraneous material on H.R. 
4626, as amended. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 

of H.R. 4626, as amended, the VA As-
sessment by Independent Measures 
Act, or VA AIM Act. 

This bill would require the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs to contract 
with one or more private-sector enti-
ties to conduct independent assess-
ments of its healthcare delivery sys-
tems and management processes once 
every 10 years. 

This bill would make permanent an 
independent assessment process that is 
nearly identical to the one that was 
mandated by the Veterans Access, 
Choice, and Accountability Act of 2014. 

Among other things, the review 
would examine VA patient demo-
graphics and healthcare needs now and 
in the future; the accuracy and reli-
ability of the models used to project 
VA’s healthcare budget; veterans’ ac-
cess to healthcare through community 
providers and other Federal facilities; 
VA’s healthcare appointment sched-
uling processes; and VA’s process for 
determining its staffing needs and re-
cruiting and retaining clinical staff. 

I am pleased that Ranking Member 
BOST and Representative BERGMAN 
were open to incorporating my feed-
back when this bill was considered by 
our committee this summer. We added 
a provision to the bill that requires VA 
to submit to Congress a report out-
lining the feasibility and advisability 
of implementing any recommendations 
made through these independent as-
sessments. This will help us hold the 
Department accountable for improving 
its delivery of the healthcare benefits 
our Nation’s veterans have earned. 
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Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 

join me in supporting H.R. 4626, as 
amended, the VA AIM Act, and I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 
of H.R. 4626, as amended, the VA As-
sessment by Independent Measures 
Act, or AIM Act. 

The AIM Act is sponsored by my 
friend and fellow Marine Corps veteran, 
General JACK BERGMAN. General 
BERGMAN is the ranking member of the 
Subcommittee on Health, and I thank 
him for his dedication to ensuring that 
the VA is providing good care for each 
one of our Nation’s veterans. 

The AIM Act would require an inde-
pendent assessment of the VA 
healthcare system once every decade, 
starting in the year 2025. 

When the VA was in the midst of a 
nationwide access and accountability 
crisis in 2014, Congress passed the 
Choice Act to help right the ship. The 
Choice Act included a provision requir-
ing an independent assessment of the 
VA healthcare system. That led to 
many of the reforms that are occurring 
across the VA system today. Estab-
lishing a mechanism for regular inde-
pendent assessments will ensure that 
the VA continues to improve in the 
decades ahead. 

I appreciate Chairman TAKANO and 
his staff for working with me and Gen-
eral BERGMAN while the AIM Act was 
pending in committee. I hope that this 
bill will have the same level of bipar-
tisan support today. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I have no 
further speakers. I am prepared to 
close, and I reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 
minutes to the gentleman from Michi-
gan (Mr. BERGMAN). 

Mr. BERGMAN. Mr. Speaker, I am 
proud to rise today in support of my 
bill, H.R. 4626, as amended, the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs Assessment 
by Independent Measures Act, or AIM 
Act. 

When it comes to bureaucracies, I 
have never believed that maintaining 
the status quo is an acceptable path 
forward. In fact, it is an impossible 
path forward. 

The world is constantly in a state of 
change. The way American men and 
women defend freedom around the 
world, and the way those same men 
and women seek care when they come 
home, is constantly changing as well. 
The VA healthcare system must 
change, too, or it will never fulfill its 
obligations to all of our veterans. 

That is where the AIM Act comes in. 
The AIM Act would require an inde-
pendent assessment of the operations 
and management of the VA healthcare 
system once every decade, beginning in 
2025. 

The independent assessment frame-
work in the AIM Act is modeled after 

the independent assessment that was 
required in the Choice Act, which was 
signed into law in 2014 following the 
nationwide VA access and account-
ability crisis that saw some veterans 
literally dying on VA facilities’ wait-
ing lists. 

That independent assessment was 
completed in 2015, and the findings and 
recommendations it contained directly 
underpinned many of the necessary im-
provements that have occurred in the 
VA healthcare system since then. 

The AIM Act would ensure that this 
successful model is not a one-and-done 
but instead regularly recurs to ensure 
that the VA keeps improving for vet-
erans long into the future. 

I am grateful for the support the AIM 
Act has received from veterans service 
organizations, particularly the Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars, the Wounded 
Warrior Project, and the Minority Vet-
erans of America. 

I am also grateful for the bipartisan 
support the AIM Act received in the 
Veterans’ Affairs Committee. I thank 
all of my colleagues for that. I hope 
that there will be a similar show of bi-
partisan support for the bill today. My 
fellow veterans have earned it. 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I am pre-
pared to close, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I encourage 
all of my colleagues to support this 
bill, and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I ask all 
of my colleagues to join me in passing 
this important piece of legislation, 
H.R. 4626, as amended, and I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
TAKANO) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 4626, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

PROTECTIONS FOR STUDENT 
VETERANS ACT 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 5603) to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to establish protections 
for a member of the Armed Forces who 
leaves a course of education, paid for 
with certain educational assistance, to 
perform certain service, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 5603 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Protections 
for Student Veterans Act’’. 

SEC. 2. ESTABLISHMENT OF PROTECTIONS FOR A 
MEMBER OF THE ARMED FORCES 
WHO LEAVES A COURSE OF EDU-
CATION, PAID FOR WITH CERTAIN 
EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANCE, TO PER-
FORM CERTAIN SERVICE. 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—Chapter 36 of title 38, 
United States Code, amended by inserting 
after section 3691 the following new section: 
‘‘§ 3691A. Withdrawal or leave of absence 

from certain education 
‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.— 
‘‘(1) WITHDRAWAL OR LEAVE OF ABSENCE.—A 

covered member may, after receiving orders 
to enter a period of covered service, with-
draw or take a leave of absence from covered 
education. 

‘‘(2) PROHIBITION ON ADVERSE ACTION.—The 
institution concerned may not take any ad-
verse action against a covered member on 
the basis that such covered member with-
draws or takes a leave of absence under para-
graph (1). Adverse actions include the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(A) The assignment of a failing grade to a 
covered member for covered education. 

‘‘(B) The reduction of the grade point aver-
age of a covered member for covered edu-
cation. 

‘‘(C) The characterization of any absence of 
a covered member from covered education as 
unexcused. 

‘‘(D) The assessment of any financial pen-
alty against a covered member. 

‘‘(b) WITHDRAWAL.—If a covered member 
withdraws from covered education under 
subsection (a), the institution concerned 
shall refund all tuition and fees (including 
payments for housing) for the academic term 
from which the covered servicemember with-
draws. 

‘‘(c) LEAVE OF ABSENCE.—If a covered mem-
ber takes a leave of absence from covered 
education under subsection (a), the institu-
tion concerned shall— 

‘‘(1) assign a grade of ‘incomplete’ (or 
equivalent) to the covered member for cov-
ered education for the academic term from 
which the covered member takes such leave 
of absence; and 

‘‘(2) to the extent practicable, permit the 
covered member, upon completion of the pe-
riod covered service, to complete such aca-
demic term. 

‘‘(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
‘‘(1) The term ‘covered education’ means a 

course of education— 
‘‘(A) at an institution of higher education; 

and 
‘‘(B) paid for with educational assistance 

furnished under a law administered by the 
Secretary. 

‘‘(2) The term ‘covered member’ means a 
member of the Armed Forces (including the 
reserve components) enrolled in covered edu-
cation. 

‘‘(3) The term ‘covered service’ means— 
‘‘(A) active service or inactive-duty train-

ing, as such terms are defined in section 101 
of title 10; or 

‘‘(B) State active duty, as defined in sec-
tion 4303 of this title. 

‘‘(4) The term ‘institution concerned’ 
means, with respect to a covered member, 
the institution of higher education where the 
covered member is enrolled in covered edu-
cation. 

‘‘(5) The term ‘institution of higher edu-
cation’ has the meaning given such term in 
section 101 of the Higher Education Act of 
1965 (20 U.S.C. 1001). 

‘‘(6) The term ‘period of covered service’ 
means the period beginning on the date on 
which a covered member enters covered serv-
ice and ending on the date on which the cov-
ered member is released from covered service 
or dies while in covered service.’’. 

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of 
contents at the beginning of such chapter is 
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amended by inserting after the item relating 
to section 3691 the following new item: 
‘‘3691A.Withdrawal or leave of absence from 

certain education.’’. 
SEC. 3. IMPROVEMENTS TO ASSISTANCE PRO-

VIDED FOR CERTAIN FLIGHT TRAIN-
ING AND OTHER PROGRAMS OF EDU-
CATION. 

(a) USE OF ENTITLEMENT FOR PRIVATE 
PILOT’S LICENSES.—Section 3034(d) of title 38, 
United States Code, is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (1) by striking the semi-
colon and inserting the following: ‘‘and is re-
quired for the course of education being pur-
sued (including with respect to a dual major, 
concentration, or other element a degree); 
and’’; 

(2) by striking paragraph (2); and 
(3) by redesignating paragraph (3) as para-

graph (2). 
(b) ACCELERATED PAYMENTS FOR FLIGHT 

TRAINING.—Section 3313 of such title is 
amended by adding at the end the following 
new subsection: 

‘‘(m) ACCELERATED PAYMENTS FOR CERTAIN 
FLIGHT TRAINING.— 

‘‘(1) PAYMENTS.—An individual enrolled in 
a program of education pursued at an insti-
tution of higher learning in which flight 
training is required to earn the degree being 
pursued (including with respect to a dual 
major, concentration, or other element of 
such a degree) may elect to receive acceler-
ated payments of amounts for tuition and 
fees determined under subsection (c). The 
amount of each accelerated payment shall be 
an amount equal to twice the amount for 
tuition and fee so determined under such 
subsection, but the total amount of such 
payments may not exceed the total amount 
of tuition and fees for the program of edu-
cation. The amount of monthly stipends 
shall be determined in accordance with such 
subsection (c) and may not be accelerated 
under this paragraph. 

‘‘(2) EDUCATIONAL COUNSELING.—An indi-
vidual may make an election under para-
graph (1) only if the individual receives edu-
cational counseling under section 3697A(a) of 
this title. 

‘‘(3) CHARGE AGAINST ENTITLEMENT.—The 
number of months of entitlement charged an 
individual for accelerated payments made 
pursuant to paragraph (1) shall be deter-
mined at the rate of two months for each 
month in which such an accelerated payment 
is made.’’. 

(c) FLIGHT TRAINING AT PUBLIC INSTITU-
TIONS.—Subsection (c)(1)(A) of such section 
3313 is amended— 

(1) in clause (i)— 
(A) by redesignating subclauses (I) and (II) 

as items (aa) and (bb), respectively; 
(B) by striking ‘‘In the case of a program of 

education pursued at a public institution of 
higher learning’’ and inserting ‘‘(I) Subject 
to subclause (II), in the case of a program of 
education pursued at a public institution of 
higher learning not described in clause 
(ii)(II)(bb)’’; and 

(C) by adding at the end the following new 
subclause: 

‘‘(II) In determining the actual net cost for 
in-State tuition and fees pursuant to sub-
clause (I), the Secretary may not pay for tui-
tion and fees relating to flight training.’’; 
and 

(2) in clause (ii)— 
(A) in subclause (I), by redesignating items 

(aa) and (bb) as subitems (AA) and (BB), re-
spectively; 

(B) in subclause (II), by redesignating 
items (aa) and (bb) as subitems (AA) and 
(BB), respectively; 

(C) by redesignating subclauses (I) and (II) 
as items (aa) and (bb), respectively; 

(D) by striking ‘‘In the case of a program 
of education pursued at a non-public or for-

eign institution of higher learning’’ and in-
serting ‘‘(I) In the case of a program of edu-
cation described in subclause (II)’’; and 

(E) by adding at the end the following new 
subclause: 

‘‘(II) A program of education described in 
this subclause is any of the following: 

‘‘(aa) A program of education pursued at a 
non-public or foreign institution of higher 
learning. 

‘‘(bb) A program of education pursued at a 
public institution of higher learning in 
which flight training is required to earn the 
degree being pursued (including with respect 
to a dual major, concentration, or other ele-
ment of such a degree).’’. 

(d) CERTAIN PROGRAMS OF EDUCATION CAR-
RIED OUT UNDER CONTRACT.—Section 
3313(c)(1)(A)(ii)(II) of title 38, United States 
Code, as added by subsection (c)(2)(E), is 
amended by adding at the end the following 
new item: 

‘‘(cc) A program of education pursued at a 
public institution of higher learning in 
which the public institution of higher learn-
ing enters into a contract or agreement with 
an entity (other than another public institu-
tion of higher learning) to provide such pro-
gram of education or a portion of such pro-
gram of education.’’. 

(e) APPLICATION.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided by 

paragraph (2), the amendments made by this 
section shall apply with respect to a quarter, 
semester, or term, as applicable, com-
mencing on or after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act. 

(2) SPECIAL RULE FOR CURRENT STUDENTS.— 
In the case of an individual who, as of the 
date of the enactment of this Act, is using 
educational assistance under chapter 33 of 
title 38, United States Code, to pursue a 
course of education that includes a program 
of education described in item (bb) or (cc) of 
section 3313(c)(1)(A)(ii)(II) of title 38, United 
States Code, as added by subsections (c) and 
(d), respectively, the amendment made by 
such subsection shall apply with respect to a 
quarter, semester, or term, as applicable, 
commencing on or after the date that is two 
years after the date of the enactment of this 
Act. 
SEC. 4. DETERMINATION OF BUDGETARY EF-

FECTS. 
The budgetary effects of this Act, for the 

purpose of complying with the Statutory 
Pay-As-You-Go Act of 2010, shall be deter-
mined by reference to the latest statement 
titled ‘‘Budgetary Effects of PAYGO Legisla-
tion’’ for this Act, submitted for printing in 
the Congressional Record by the Chairman of 
the House Budget Committee, provided that 
such statement has been submitted prior to 
the vote on passage. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
California (Mr. TAKANO) and the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. BOST) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from California. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
sert extraneous material on H.R. 5603, 
as amended. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 

of H.R. 5603, as amended, the Protec-

tions for Student Veterans Act, intro-
duced by Representative UNDERWOOD. 

This bill amends the Servicemembers 
Civil Relief Act, which provides broad 
protections for Active Duty, reservist, 
and National Guard servicemembers 
during deployments. 

H.R. 5603, as amended, enhances pro-
tections for members of the Armed 
Forces who must suspend their edu-
cation to fulfill military orders. 

Many States, including Illinois and 
Washington, have stronger student pro-
tections for servicemembers than those 
that exist at the Federal level. There 
are currently few Federal protections 
for members of the armed services who 
are enrolled in higher education when 
they receive Active Duty orders. These 
servicemembers can be held liable to 
repay tuition and may also receive fail-
ing or incomplete grades as a result of 
suspending their education for military 
duty. 

I hope we can all agree that this is an 
unfair penalty to those members of the 
Armed Forces who are preparing for 
their future through education while 
also serving our country. 

The protections proposed in this bill 
would cover unexpected withdrawals 
due to military orders and can provide 
restoration of benefits and reimburse-
ments for classes. 

This bill takes the best practices 
from around the country to make sure 
student veterans aren’t left with debts 
or incomplete classes outside their 
control due to military orders. 

This legislation is supported by nu-
merous VSOs, including Student Vet-
erans of America. 

I thank Speaker PELOSI and Leader 
HOYER for bringing this legislation to 
the floor, and I urge the rest of my col-
leagues to support this legislation to 
protect GI Bill benefits for service-
members fulfilling their duty to our 
country. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 
of H.R. 5603, as amended, the Protec-
tions for Student Veterans Act. 

This bill would protect student vet-
erans who have to withdraw from a 
course of education under the GI Bill if 
they are called up for Active Duty or 
for training. This change would protect 
students from receiving a poor grade or 
an incomplete while they are doing 
their job to protect this country. 

The change proposed in this bill is 
needed, and it has my full support. 

I am also pleased that this bill, as 
amended, includes the text of Congress-
man CAWTHORN’s bill, H.R. 4874, the Fly 
Vets Act. His bill would close a long-
standing loophole that allows public 
flight training schools to charge an un-
limited amount in tuition and fees for 
GI Bill students. 

This bill would allow students to uti-
lize a revolutionary accelerated tuition 
and fee model that would provide twice 
the amount of tuition and fees per 
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month for 2 months of eligibility. This 
is commonsense legislation that would 
protect both the student veteran and 
the taxpayer. 

I thank Congressman CAWTHORN for 
his hard work on this bill. I also thank 
Congressmen WENSTRUP and LEVIN for 
their work on this bill in previous Con-
gresses. I hope that this year we can 
get this needed change across the fin-
ish line. 

While we are talking about the GI 
Bill, I would like to take a few minutes 
to discuss another matter. At least at 
the start of the pandemic, we worked 
on a bipartisan effort to ensure that 
student veterans’ GI Bill housing al-
lowance payments are not cut when 
their in-person classes converted to on-
line learning due to COVID–19. The cur-
rent authorization expires on Decem-
ber 21, 2021. 

Chairman TAKANO and Congressman 
TRONE are advocating for a bill that ex-
tends this protection, but it is not paid 
for. Instead, it relies on emergency 
spending to cover the more than $200 
million mandatory score associated 
with the bill. I believe that is too high 
of a cost to consider through emer-
gency spending and must insist that we 
offset the extension. 

To that end, I introduced a bill that 
would achieve the policy objective but 
pay for the cost of the bill with a regu-
larly used offset. 

My bill also includes changes that 
are needed to ensure that GI Bill stu-
dents can attend foreign schools. It 
would also give U.S. schools time to 
comply with the new reporting require-
ments passed last Congress. 

A coalition of 18 higher education 
groups has advocated for these changes 
for several months and support my pro-
posal. They understand that if these 
changes are not made soon, many 
schools will be forced to stop accepting 
students who are using the GI Bill. 

I understand the chairman has re-
cently received a letter from the chan-
cellor of the University of California at 
Riverside, who agrees that this pro-
posal must be offset. 

Chancellor Kim A. Wilcox wrote that 
by passing the bill without an offset, 
we would be ‘‘no closer to a resolution 
on this critical issue.’’ 

The letter goes on to say that passing 
a bill out of the House without an off-
set ‘‘will jeopardize UCR’s ability to 
continue to serve our veteran stu-
dents.’’ 

The chancellor also stated that this 
fall UC Riverside supported hundreds of 
military-connected students, including 
about 179 veterans who could be im-
pacted by inaction. 

Unless I am mistaken, UC Riverside 
is in Chairman TAKANO’s district. 

Mr. Speaker, I include in the RECORD 
the letter from Chancellor Wilcox. 

UC RIVERSIDE, 
OFFICE OF THE CHANCELLOR, 
Riverside, CA, November 12, 2021. 

Hon. MARK TAKANO, 
U.S. Representative, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR REPRESENTATIVE TAKANO: I under-
stand that you are planning to bring H.R. 

5545, the Responsible Education Mitigating 
Options and Technical Extensions (RE-
MOTE) Act, up for a vote in the House next 
week. The bill includes critical technical 
corrections to address unintended con-
sequences stemming from several provisions 
in the Isakson Roe Act and the Training in 
High-Demand Roles to Improve Veteran Em-
ployment (THRIVE) Act that went into ef-
fect on August 1, 2021. The bill would also ex-
tend certain COVID-related flexibilities 
granted to the Secretary of the Department 
of Veterans Affairs (VA) in the wake of the 
pandemic. 

As the bill is currently written, however, it 
does not include an offset for the approxi-
mately $200 million cost for the extension of 
COVID–19 flexibilities. I am deeply con-
cerned that without the inclusion of an off-
set, the bill will not be able to pass the Sen-
ate by unanimous consent and we will be no 
closer to a resolution on this critical issue. 

During the Fall of 2021, UC Riverside 
served 179 Veterans, 37 Reservists, 11 Na-
tional Guard, and 15 Active Duty self-identi-
fied members of the U.S. military branches. 
Designated as a ‘‘Military Spouse Friendly’’ 
campus, UCR served over 350 dependents, and 
have utilized over $6M in Veterans benefits. 

Without an offset for the extension of 
COVID–19 flexibilities, it will jeopardize 
UCR’s ability to continue to serve our Vet-
eran Students, due to the compliance issues 
that require fixes. I would also urge you to 
include language to modify VA’s current 
‘‘rounding out’’ rule to ensure that more vet-
erans can maintain full-time benefits during 
the last term of their program. 

I respectfully request that your staff work 
to pass bipartisan legislation next week that 
addresses these concerns and can be quickly 
passed through both chambers and signed 
into law. 

Sincerely, 
KIM A. WILCOX, 

Chancellor. 

b 1300 
Mr. BOST. At our full committee 

markup 2 weeks ago, I urged Chairman 
TAKANO to work with me and our Sen-
ate colleagues to find a way forward on 
the offset issue on a bipartisan basis. 

However, last week I was told that 
Congressman TRONE’s bill would be on 
the slate of bills, but the cost would 
not be offset. I registered my concern 
and was glad to see that the un-offset 
bill will not be considered under sus-
pension of the rules today. 

I do understand, however, that the 
majority intends to take Congressman 
TRONE’s bill to the Rules Committee 
the week after next and pass it out of 
the House un-offset through a rule. 

Let me be clear, I support the policy, 
but I believe the cost of the bill must 
be offset. Schools like UC Riverside 
clearly agree with me. Even if the 
Democrats are able to get Congressman 
TRONE’s un-offset bill through the 
House—and that is a big ‘‘if’’—I don’t 
believe that they can pass it in the 
Senate by unanimous consent. 

It is the responsibility of the leaders 
of our committee to solve this issue so 
that the bill can quickly make it to the 
President’s desk. Although the chair-
man may not like it, my approach is 
the only way to get this done in time 
to help students in a fiscally respon-
sible manner. 

The higher education community has 
told us that this extension needs to be 

enacted by Thanksgiving. I think we 
can see that under the majority’s cur-
rent plan, the deadline will be missed. 
After Thanksgiving we have only 9 leg-
islative days left before these protec-
tions expire. We are simply running 
out of time. 

I do not have a preference for wheth-
er we take up my bill or amend Con-
gressman TRONE’s bill to include the 
offset, but I urge the chairman to come 
back to reality and stop playing polit-
ical games with it so that we can en-
sure that student veterans are pro-
tected in a fiscally sound manner. 

At the very least, I would advise the 
chairman not to let this inaction im-
pact thousands of student veterans 
across the country, including the 179 
right there in his own district. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

I am distressed that the ranking 
member has chosen this particular mo-
ment to inject comments about the 
REMOTE Act, sponsored by the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. TRONE), 
and to imply that there is obstruction 
in taking action to help our veterans, 
our student veterans, with their hous-
ing allowances—which we took action 
on during the pandemic, which still we 
are not completely out of yet. I would 
argue that we are still in a national 
emergency. We are seeing COVID infec-
tions rise in Europe, and we are seeing 
vaccine resistance and hesitancy in 
many parts of the country, which still 
necessitate the need for a policy which 
allows for student veterans to still get 
their housing allowances while they 
are taking classes virtually. 

I will remind the minority that three 
times under the Trump administration, 
we passed something like the REMOTE 
Act, the authority to allow student 
veterans to receive their housing al-
lowances while taking virtual classes. 
They were not in residence at the 
school where they would do in-person 
learning. We allowed this three times 
under emergency spending. Why? Be-
cause emergency spending fits the mo-
ment. And it still fits the moment. 
This nonsense about we have to pay for 
something that should be an emer-
gency is nonsense. 

I recall times on this floor when we 
had Members arguing that we should 
not pay for the damage done for hurri-
canes in one State because it didn’t 
happen to the rest of the States, that 
we need to find a pay-for for hurricane 
damage in this country and for certain 
other kinds of natural disasters. 

A pandemic is a type of natural dis-
aster. In this case, it has killed 700,000 
Americans. I would argue that we 
saved lives, and we relieved a lot of suf-
fering of our veterans who would have 
been turned out in the streets if we did 
not give them this housing allowance. 

And now at the eleventh hour when 
we intended to bring Representative 
TRONE’s bill to the floor, suddenly we 
had to meet a pay-for demand of the 
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minority, and to set a precedent for fu-
ture disasters that we would have to 
have this very argument. 

Instead of the precedent being that 
we spend emergency funds for emer-
gency situations, we now are in a situ-
ation where the minority is arguing a 
ridiculous ideological argument about 
how we pay for things during a time of 
a national emergency. 

I am disappointed that the minority 
has brought up its objections and also 
sought to use my University of Cali-
fornia, Riverside as part of this pawn. I 
just received a message from my chan-
cellor correcting the position that they 
took on their public letter. They are 
the only university to submit such a 
detailed letter regarding the pay-for. 
No other university has sought to take 
that position. I have questions as to 
how my university reached a point 
where they issued such a letter so that 
it could be used on the floor. I now 
have a correction that was issued to 
me just hours before. 

This is about America’s veterans, and 
this is about serving America’s vet-
erans during an emergency situation in 
which 700,000 Americans have already 
died. I want to keep those veterans 
safe. I want to keep them in housing. 
And, yes, I believe it is appropriate to 
keep the precedent of using emergency 
funding and not have this silly polit-
ical gamesmanship over the pay-for. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, paying for 
something and doing the job that we 
are supposed to be doing here is not po-
litical gamesmanship. 

I said in my statement that I believe 
that we must continue to provide for 
these veterans, but it is our fiduciary 
duty to do it in the correct way. That 
is what I am asking for. I am also ask-
ing for it because that way we know it 
will move through the Senate and work 
in a bipartisan, bicameral manner to 
try to move it forward. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. I 
will just reply that it is political 
gamesmanship. I hate seeing univer-
sities used as pawns in this game. I 
hate seeing our student veterans being 
used as pawns. 

What is at stake here is the principle, 
the precedent that this Congress will 
pay for emergencies out of emergency 
funding. The need to help our veterans, 
who must take their classes remotely, 
pay for their housing because of the na-
tional emergency that we are still in, 
is part of a precedent that we need to 
preserve. 

This is not a political game to me. 
This is about protecting our veterans. 
This is about protecting our Nation in 
the future. 

The idea that when a national dis-
aster, whether it occurs in the form of 
a hurricane, an earthquake, or some 
other calamity like a pandemic that 
has killed 700,000 Americans, that the 

principle stands that that is an emer-
gency and that we as a Nation stand 
together as one American from what-
ever State we are in to help an Amer-
ican in another State, even though 
that disaster didn’t happen in that 
State. But this disaster was omni-
present throughout our country. I 
don’t understand the logic. 

Mr. Speaker, I am prepared to close, 
and I reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I encourage 
all of my colleagues to support the un-
derlying bill that was discussed. I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I ask all 
my colleagues to join me in passing 
this very important legislation, H.R. 
5603, as amended, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
TAKANO) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 5603, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

PROTECTING MOMS WHO SERVED 
ACT OF 2021 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill (S. 
796) to codify maternity care coordina-
tion programs at the Department of 
Veterans Affairs, and for other pur-
poses. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

S. 796 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Protecting 
Moms Who Served Act of 2021’’. 
SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS. 

In this Act: 
(1) MATERNAL MORTALITY.—The term ‘‘ma-

ternal mortality’’ means a death occurring 
during pregnancy or within a one-year period 
after pregnancy that is caused by pregnancy- 
related or childbirth complications, includ-
ing suicide, overdose, or other death result-
ing from a mental health or substance use 
disorder attributed to or aggravated by preg-
nancy-related or childbirth complications. 

(2) POSTPARTUM.—The term ‘‘postpartum’’, 
with respect to an individual, means the one- 
year period beginning on the last day of the 
pregnancy of the individual. 

(3) PREGNANCY-ASSOCIATED DEATH.—The 
term ‘‘pregnancy-associated death’’ means 
the death of a pregnant or postpartum indi-
vidual, by any cause, that occurs during 
pregnancy or within one year following preg-
nancy, regardless of the outcome, duration, 
or site of the pregnancy. 

(4) PREGNANCY-RELATED DEATH.—The term 
‘‘pregnancy-related death’’ means the death 
of a pregnant or postpartum individual that 
occurs during pregnancy or within one year 
following pregnancy from a pregnancy com-
plication, a chain of events initiated by preg-
nancy, or the aggravation of an unrelated 
condition by the physiologic effects of preg-
nancy. 

(5) RACIAL AND ETHNIC MINORITY GROUP.— 
The term ‘‘racial and ethnic minority group’’ 
has the meaning given that term in section 
1707(g)(1) of the Public Health Service Act (42 
U.S.C. 300u–6(g)(1)). 

(6) SEVERE MATERNAL MORBIDITY.—The 
term ‘‘severe maternal morbidity’’ means a 
health condition, including a mental health 
condition or substance use disorder, attrib-
uted to or aggravated by pregnancy or child-
birth that results in significant short-term 
or long-term consequences to the health of 
the individual who was pregnant. 
SEC. 3. SUPPORT BY DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS 

AFFAIRS OF MATERNITY CARE CO-
ORDINATION. 

(a) PROGRAM ON MATERNITY CARE COORDI-
NATION.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Veterans 
Affairs shall carry out the maternity care 
coordination program described in Veterans 
Health Administration Directive 1330.03. 

(2) TRAINING AND SUPPORT.—In carrying out 
the program under paragraph (1), the Sec-
retary shall provide to community mater-
nity care providers training and support 
with respect to the unique needs of pregnant 
and postpartum veterans, particularly re-
garding mental and behavioral health condi-
tions relating to the service of those vet-
erans in the Armed Forces. 

(b) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—There is authorized to be 

appropriated to the Secretary $15,000,000 for 
fiscal year 2022 for the program under sub-
section (a)(1). 

(2) SUPPLEMENT NOT SUPPLANT.—Amounts 
authorized under paragraph (1) are author-
ized in addition to any other amounts au-
thorized for maternity health care and co-
ordination for the Department of Veterans 
Affairs. 

(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) COMMUNITY MATERNITY CARE PRO-

VIDERS.—The term ‘‘community maternity 
care providers’’ means maternity care pro-
viders located at non-Department facilities 
who provide maternity care to veterans 
under section 1703 of title 38, United States 
Code, or any other law administered by the 
Secretary of Veterans Affairs. 

(2) NON-DEPARTMENT FACILITIES.—The term 
‘‘non-Department facilities’’ has the mean-
ing given that term in section 1701 of title 38, 
United States Code. 
SEC. 4. REPORT ON MATERNAL MORTALITY AND 

SEVERE MATERNAL MORBIDITY 
AMONG PREGNANT AND 
POSTPARTUM VETERANS. 

(a) GAO REPORT.—Not later than two years 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Comptroller General of the United States 
shall submit to the Committee on Veterans’ 
Affairs of the Senate and the Committee on 
Veterans’ Affairs of the House of Representa-
tives, and make publicly available, a report 
on maternal mortality and severe maternal 
morbidity among pregnant and postpartum 
veterans, with a particular focus on racial 
and ethnic disparities in maternal health 
outcomes for veterans. 

(b) MATTERS INCLUDED.—The report under 
subsection (a) shall include the following: 

(1) To the extent practicable— 
(A) the number of pregnant and 

postpartum veterans who have experienced a 
pregnancy-related death or pregnancy-asso-
ciated death in the most recent 10 years of 
available data; 

(B) the rate of pregnancy-related deaths 
per 100,000 live births for pregnant and 
postpartum veterans; 

(C) the number of cases of severe maternal 
morbidity among pregnant and postpartum 
veterans in the most recent year of available 
data; 

(D) an assessment of the racial and ethnic 
disparities in maternal mortality and severe 
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maternal morbidity rates among pregnant 
and postpartum veterans; 

(E) identification of the causes of maternal 
mortality and severe maternal morbidity 
that are unique to veterans, including post- 
traumatic stress disorder, military sexual 
trauma, and infertility or miscarriages that 
may be caused by service in the Armed 
Forces; 

(F) identification of the causes of maternal 
mortality and severe maternal morbidity 
that are unique to veterans from racial and 
ethnic minority groups and such other at- 
risk populations as the Comptroller General 
considers appropriate; 

(G) identification of any correlations be-
tween the former rank of veterans and their 
maternal health outcomes; 

(H) the number of veterans who have been 
diagnosed with infertility by a health care 
provider of the Veterans Health Administra-
tion each year in the most recent five years, 
disaggregated by age, race, ethnicity, sex, 
marital status, and geographical location; 

(I) the number of veterans who have re-
ceived a clinical diagnosis of unexplained in-
fertility by a health care provider of the Vet-
erans Health Administration each year in 
the most recent five years; and 

(J) an assessment of the extent to which 
the rate of incidence of clinically diagnosed 
infertility among veterans compare or differ 
to the rate of incidence of clinically diag-
nosed infertility among the civilian popu-
lation. 

(2) An assessment of the barriers to deter-
mining the information required under para-
graph (1) and recommendations for improve-
ments in tracking maternal health outcomes 
among pregnant and postpartum veterans 
who— 

(A) have health care coverage through the 
Department; 

(B) are enrolled in the TRICARE program 
(as defined in section 1072 of title 10, United 
States Code); 

(C) have employer-based or private insur-
ance; 

(D) are enrolled in the Medicaid program 
under title XIX of the Social Security Act 
(42 U.S.C. 1396 et seq.); 

(E) are eligible to receive health care fur-
nished by— 

(i) the Indian Health Service; 
(ii) Tribal health programs; or 
(iii) urban Indian organizations; or 
(F) are uninsured. 
(3) Recommendations for legislative and 

administrative actions to increase access to 
mental and behavioral health care for preg-
nant and postpartum veterans who screen 
positively for maternal mental or behavioral 
health conditions. 

(4) Recommendations to address homeless-
ness, food insecurity, poverty, and related 
issues among pregnant and postpartum vet-
erans. 

(5) Recommendations on how to effectively 
educate maternity care providers on best 
practices for providing maternity care serv-
ices to veterans that addresses the unique 
maternal health care needs of veteran popu-
lations. 

(6) Recommendations to reduce maternal 
mortality and severe maternal morbidity 
among pregnant and postpartum veterans 
and to address racial and ethnic disparities 
in maternal health outcomes for each of the 
groups described in subparagraphs (A) 
through (F) of paragraph (2). 

(7) Recommendations to improve coordina-
tion of care between the Department and 
non-Department facilities for pregnant and 
postpartum veterans, including rec-
ommendations to improve— 

(A) health record interoperability; and 
(B) training for the directors of the Vet-

erans Integrated Service Networks, directors 

of medical facilities of the Department, 
chiefs of staff of such facilities, maternity 
care coordinators, and staff of relevant non- 
Department facilities. 

(8) An assessment of the authority of the 
Secretary of Veterans Affairs to access ma-
ternal health data collected by the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services and, if 
applicable, recommendations to increase 
such authority. 

(9) To the extent applicable, an assessment 
of potential causes of or explanations for 
lower maternal mortality rates among vet-
erans who have health care coverage through 
the Department of Veterans Affairs com-
pared to maternal mortality rates in the 
general population of the United States. 

(10) Any other information the Comptroller 
General determines appropriate with respect 
to the reduction of maternal mortality and 
severe maternal morbidity among pregnant 
and postpartum veterans and to address ra-
cial and ethnic disparities in maternal 
health outcomes for veterans. 

(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section, the terms 
‘‘Tribal health program’’ and ‘‘urban Indian 
organization’’ have the meanings given those 
terms in section 4 of the Indian Health Care 
Improvement Act (25 U.S.C. 1603). 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
California (Mr. TAKANO) and the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. BOST) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from California. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
sert extraneous material on S. 796. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 

of S. 796, the Protecting Moms Who 
Served Act of 2021, sponsored by Sen-
ator TAMMY DUCKWORTH. The House 
companion to this bill, H.R. 958, was 
championed by the gentlewoman from 
Illinois (Ms. UNDERWOOD) and unani-
mously passed the House this past 
May. 

The Protecting Moms Who Served 
Act of 2021 will codify the maternity 
care coordination program that the 
Veterans Health Administration first 
established in 2012 and updated in a No-
vember 2020 policy directive. This will 
help ensure that veterans across the 
Nation receive high-quality, culturally 
competent healthcare throughout their 
pregnancies and immediately after-
ward. 

The majority of veterans’ maternity 
care is delivered by a contracted net-
work of non-VA community providers. 
However, many veterans have coexist-
ing medical or mental health condi-
tions for which they receive ongoing 
care from VA providers. This means it 
is absolutely critical to ensure preg-
nant veterans’ care is coordinated 
among all healthcare professionals in-
volved in it. Such information sharing 
is crucial for patient safety and posi-
tive health outcomes—for parents and 
newborns. 

In addition to codifying VA’s mater-
nity care coordination program, S. 796 
will require the Department to provide 
training for community providers on 
the unique needs of pregnant and 
postpartum veterans and on behavioral 
health conditions related to service in 
the Armed Forces. 

Today, women veterans are the fast-
est growing cohort in the veteran popu-
lation, and more than 40 percent of 
women veterans using VA healthcare 
are of reproductive age. Black women 
serve in higher numbers and represent 
nearly one-third of women using VA 
for their healthcare. 

In the population at large, Black, 
American Indian, and Alaska Native 
moms die from pregnancy-related com-
plications at approximately three 
times the rate of White, Latina, Asian 
American, and Pacific Islander women, 
regardless of income or education lev-
els. 

However, little is known about 
whether pregnant and postpartum vet-
erans have better, worse, or equal rates 
of maternal mortality compared to 
nonveterans. That is why S. 796 also 
mandates a U.S. Government Account-
ability Office study on maternal mor-
tality and morbidity among pregnant 
and postpartum veterans, with a par-
ticular focus on racial and ethnic dis-
parities in maternal health outcomes 
for veterans. 

Last year, approximately 6,000 vet-
erans using VA became new moms. 
Moms who have served our Nation ex-
emplify strength and resilience. Sup-
porting moms means ensuring gender 
equity, and that begins with healthcare 
equity. I therefore ask my colleagues 
to join me in supporting final passage 
of S. 796, the Protecting Moms Who 
Served Act of 2021. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of S. 
796, the Protecting Moms Who Served 
Act. 

This bill would require VA to im-
prove the care that is provided to vet-
erans who are pregnant. More and more 
women are volunteering to serve in the 
military and seeking services from VA 
as veterans. 

As they grow their families, VA must 
provide them with high-quality, easy- 
to-access, pre- and postpartum care. 

Strengthening services to women 
veterans is one of my priorities as the 
lead Republican on this committee, 
and I am proud to help do that by sup-
porting this bill today. 

I thank Illinois Senator TAMMY 
DUCKWORTH for sponsoring this bill on 
behalf of our fellow veterans. I urge my 
colleagues to support it today. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I have no 
further speakers. I am prepared to 
close, and I reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I encourage 
my colleagues to support this bill. I 
yield back the balance of my time. 
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Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I ask all 

of my colleagues to join me in passing 
this important piece of legislation, S. 
796, the Protecting Moms Who Served 
Act of 2021, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

Ms. ADAMS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
speak in strong support of the bipartisan legis-
lation, Protecting Moms Who Served Act. 

But before I do, I want to thank Congress-
woman LAUREN UNDERWOOD for her leader-
ship on this bill. I would also like to thank Sen-
ator DUCKWORTH and Representatives JULIA 
BROWNLEY, GUS BILIRAKIS, and BRIAN 
FITZPATRICK for their co-leadership. 

Together, Congresswoman UNDERWOOD 
and I are the co-founders and co-chairs of the 
Black Maternal Health Caucus, as well as lead 
sponsors of the Momnibus—comprehensive 
legislation that addresses every dimension of 
the maternal health crisis in the United States. 

And it gives me great joy to say that the 
Protecting Moms Who Served Act will be the 
first bill of the Momnibus to pass in Congress. 

The United States continues to have the 
highest maternal mortality rates in the devel-
oped world. Women and birthing people of 
color die during or after pregnancy at 3 to 4 
times the rates of their White counterparts. 

For the nearly 2 million women Veterans, 
maternal health outcomes are not any better. 
Pregnant and postpartum women who served 
face unique maternal health risks that deserve 
our attention. 

For example, the risk of pregnancy com-
plications may be higher for women Veterans 
receiving maternity care through Veterans Af-
fairs, since these women frequently have mul-
tiple medical conditions that can increase 
pregnancy complications. 

Furthermore, it is suggested that military de-
ployment may increase the risk of post-trau-
matic stress disorder or PTSD. A post-trau-
matic stress disorder diagnosis can increase 
the risk of spontaneous pre-term birth, 
preeclampsia, or gestational diabetes. 

Women Veterans with more symptoms of 
PTSD or moral injury like shame, guilt, or de-
moralization, are also at greater risk for 
postpartum depression in the three years fol-
lowing the end of their military service. 

More specifically a study on the impacts of 
PTSD or moral injury, found that one in two 
women Veterans who became pregnant during 
the study, had a negative pregnancy outcome. 

These outcomes include postpartum depres-
sion or anxiety, miscarriage, obstetrical med-
ical conditions, emergency c-sections, the 
baby’s need for intensive care post-delivery, 
preterm birth, stillbirth, and ectopic or tubal 
pregnancy. 

Our women Veterans have upheld their duty 
to serve and protect and, we as Members of 
Congress must do the same. 

The Protecting Moms Who Served Act bill 
will codify and strengthen the Department of 
Veterans Affairs maternity care coordination 
programs to ensure Veterans receive the high- 
quality maternal health care and support they 
have earned. 

This is a noteworthy advancement since 
maternity care coordination programs are as-
sociated with improved maternal and birth out-
comes, increased use of beneficial health 
services, and decreased costs, especially 
among women with chronic or pregnancy-re-
lated physical or mental health conditions, or 
social vulnerabilities. 

Additionally, this bill will commission the 
first-ever comprehensive study of America’s 
maternal health crisis among women Vet-
erans, with a particular emphasis on racial and 
ethnic disparities. 

This study is needed to provide further un-
derstanding of the maternal health challenges 
experienced among women who served. 

On May 12th, this legislation passed the 
house with unanimous bipartisan support. 

Today, we are here to vote once more and 
finally send this bill to the President’s desk, 
changing the lives of millions of women Vet-
erans and their children. 

Let’s remember that strong and supportive 
healthcare for birthing people supports the fu-
ture of our Nation by investing in the well- 
being of children and families. 

And today’s vote ensures a healthcare sys-
tem for women Veterans that will offer the 
best maternal care available. 

I am proud to see our progress towards 
ending maternal mortality and disparities 
among our moms who served. I look forward 
to continuing to address these issues in Con-
gress as we examine and discuss the mater-
nal mortality and morbidity issues that threaten 
our Nation. 

To all my colleagues—lets pass the Pro-
tecting Moms Who Served Act for our women 
Veterans, their children, and their families. 

What we do here today will live beyond our 
time in Congress and impact generations of 
women who serve. 

It is time we make sure that Veterans, who 
have done so much for our country, receive 
the support and resources they need. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
TAKANO) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, S. 796. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, on that I 
demand the yeas and nays. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 3(s) of House Resolution 
8, the yeas and nays are ordered. 

Pursuant to clause 8 of rule XX, fur-
ther proceedings on this motion are 
postponed. 

f 

b 1315 

STUDENT VETERANS COUNSELING 
CENTERS ELIGIBILITY ACT 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 4233) to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to furnish Vet Center re-
adjustment counseling and related 
mental health services to veterans and 
members of the Armed Forces using 
certain educational assistance benefits. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 4233 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Student 
Veterans Counseling Centers Eligibility 
Act’’. 

SEC. 2. EXPANSION OF VET CENTER SERVICES. 
(a) VETERANS AND MEMBERS USING EDU-

CATIONAL ASSISTANCE BENEFITS.—Section 
1712A of title 38, United States Code, is 
amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘clauses (i) through (vi)’’ 
both places it appears and inserting ‘‘clauses 
(i) through (vii)’’; 

(2) by striking ‘‘in clause (vii)’’ both places 
it appears and inserting ‘‘in clause (viii)’’; 

(3) in subsection (a)(1)(C)— 
(A) by redesignating clause (vii) as clause 

(viii); and 
(B) by inserting after clause (vi) the fol-

lowing new clause: 
‘‘(vii) Any veteran or member of the Armed 

Forces pursuing a course of education using 
covered educational assistance benefits.’’; 
and 

(4) in subsection (h), by adding at the end 
the following new paragraph: 

‘‘(6) The term ‘covered educational assist-
ance benefits’ means educational assistance 
benefits provided pursuant to— 

‘‘(A) chapters 30, 31, 32, or 33 of this title; 
‘‘(B) chapters 1606 or 1607 of title 10; 
‘‘(C) section 116 of the Harry W. Colmery 

Veterans Educational Assistance Act of 2017 
(Public Law 115–48; 38 U.S.C. 3001 note); or 

‘‘(D) section 8006 of the American Rescue 
Plan Act of 2021 (Public Law 117–2; 38 U.S.C. 
3001 note prec.).’’. 

(b) GAO REPORT.—Not later than one year 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Comptroller General of the United States 
shall submit to the Committees on Veterans’ 
Affairs of the House of Representatives and 
the Senate a report assessing— 

(1) the mental health needs of veterans 
pursuing a course of education using covered 
educational assistance benefits (as defined in 
section 1712A(h)(6) of title 38, United States 
Code, as added by subsection (a)); and 

(2) the efforts of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs to address such mental health 
needs. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
California (Mr. TAKANO) and the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. BOST) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and to 
insert extraneous material on H.R. 
4233. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 

of H.R. 4233, the Student Veterans 
Counseling Centers Eligibility Act 
from Congressman MURPHY. 

We all know that student veterans 
may face challenges as they begin this 
new phase of their lives following mili-
tary service, and we want them to be 
able to seek and find support at vet 
centers. 

We also encourage VA to continue 
monitoring the need for increased fund-
ing, staffing, and resources for vet cen-
ters as a result of demand for these 
services. 

I urge all of my colleagues to vote 
‘‘yes’’ on H.R. 4233, and I reserve the 
balance of my time. 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 
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Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 

of H.R. 4233, the Student Veterans 
Counseling Centers Eligibility Act. 

This bill would allow student vet-
erans to access readjustment coun-
seling and peer support services at vet 
centers. 

Student veterans have unique needs 
and stressors. This bill would help 
them get the support they require to 
thrive in school and in their post-mili-
tary lives. 

I am grateful to my good friend and 
committee colleague, Dr. GREG MUR-
PHY, for introducing this bill. I thank 
him for his leadership on behalf of stu-
dent veterans, and I am confident this 
bill would benefit them for generations 
to come. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge every one of my 
colleagues to support H.R. 4233 today. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 minutes to the 
gentleman from North Carolina (Mr. 
MURPHY), the sponsor of this bill. 

Mr. MURPHY of North Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today in support of my 
bipartisan bill, H.R. 4233, the Student 
Veterans Counseling Centers Eligi-
bility Act. 

The issue to which I will speak is ex-
ceedingly personal to me and my dis-
trict, as I represent close to 90,000 vet-
erans, most of whom are or will be re-
ceiving benefits via the Post-9/11 GI 
Bill or the Montgomery GI Bill. 

The transition from Active Duty to 
civilian life can be challenging for 
some of our servicemembers. It can be 
tremendously difficult for many of our 
servicemembers to return to education 
after sacrificing so much for our Na-
tion abroad. This is especially true for 
older and nontraditional student vet-
erans. 

A few months ago, alongside Ranking 
Member BOST, I had the privilege of in-
troducing the Student Veterans Coun-
seling Centers Eligibility Act. It passed 
out of the Veterans’ Affairs Committee 
with a unanimous vote. 

Our Nation’s veterans represent the 
very best among us here in the United 
States, but many serve at great per-
sonal cost. A recent RAND study re-
ported that 20 percent of veterans on 
the GI Bill experience feelings of de-
pression or PTSD. That 20 percent 
amounts to over 170,000 veterans, which 
is almost double the number I men-
tioned previously of the veterans I rep-
resent in my district. 

As one can imagine, serving as a 
member of our Armed Forces can be ex-
tremely stressful. Too often, we see the 
tragedy of our veterans losing their 
battle with mental health issues when 
returning from service. A very tragic 
and somber fact is that the VA cur-
rently estimates 18 veterans a day 
commit suicide. In fact, 46 percent of 
our military students report suicidal 
thoughts compared to only 6 percent of 
their nonmilitary peers. 

If we can provide mental health serv-
ices to assist just a single veteran who 
is struggling, then I believe it is our 
sworn duty to do so. We have the op-
portunity now with the Student Vet-

erans Counseling Centers Eligibility 
Act. 

Education poses one of the most ben-
eficial yet stressful areas of transition 
for our veterans. The intention of this 
bill is to aid more of our veterans who 
are readjusting to civilian lives while 
providing overdue access to vital men-
tal health resources. 

Helping veterans succeed in their 
education and civilian lives is one of 
the most important ways we can thank 
them for their service. 

I have spoken with some of these stu-
dent veterans. I have heard their sto-
ries. These student veterans have had 
to wait weeks to even months for a 
mental health appointment if their 
mental health crisis was not deemed 
urgent. Unfortunately, many of our 
veterans do not have the luxury of 
weeks or months to wait to see a men-
tal health provider. 

Furthermore, private mental health 
can be inaccessible for those not uti-
lizing the benefits of the GI Bill. An av-
erage therapy session could cost be-
tween $60 to $120, with the higher end 
reaching over $250 per session. Even 
with health insurance, premiums often 
can be $50 per session. 

The Student Veterans Counseling 
Centers Eligibility Act would provide 
expanded counseling and mental health 
services to those student veterans 
through the VA’s Readjustment Coun-
seling Centers, known as vet centers. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I yield the 
gentleman an additional 30 seconds. 

Mr. MURPHY of North Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, I am extremely honored and 
proud to sponsor this bill, and I am 
grateful to Ranking Member BOST for 
his support as an original cosponsor 
and to all of my Republican and Demo-
cratic colleagues who have come to-
gether to support this very critical bi-
partisan legislation. 

I am also thankful to the Student 
Veterans of America for their support. 

I ask all Members for bipartisan sup-
port. 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I encourage 
all of my colleagues to support this 
bill, and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I ask all 
of my colleagues to join me in passing 
H.R. 4233, and I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
TAKANO) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 4233. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, on that I 
demand the yeas and nays. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 3(s) of House Resolution 
8, the yeas and nays are ordered. 

Pursuant to clause 8 of rule XX, fur-
ther proceedings on this motion are 
postponed. 

BRINGING REGISTERED APPREN-
TICESHIPS TO VETERANS EDU-
CATION ACT 
Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I move to 

suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 147) to amend titles 10 and 38, 
United States Code, to make certain 
improvements to transitional services 
for separating members of the Armed 
Forces and educational assistance 
under laws administered by the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs, and for 
other purposes, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 147 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Bringing 
Registered Apprenticeships to Veterans Edu-
cation Act’’ or the ‘‘BRAVE Act’’. 
SEC. 2. EDUCATION FOR SEPARATING MEMBERS 

OF THE ARMED FORCES REGARDING 
REGISTERED APPRENTICESHIPS. 

Section 1144(b)(1) of title 10, United States 
Code, is amended by inserting ‘‘(including 
apprenticeship programs registered under 
the Act of August 16, 1937 (50 Stat. 664; com-
monly referred to as the ‘National Appren-
ticeship Act’) and approved under chapters 30 
through 36 of title 38)’’ after ‘‘employment 
opportunities’’. 
SEC. 3. WEBSITES REGARDING APPRENTICESHIP 

PROGRAMS. 
(a) WEBSITE UNDER THE JURISDICTION OF 

SECRETARY OF LABOR.—The Assistant Sec-
retary of Labor for Veterans’ Employment 
and Training, in coordination with the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs, shall establish a 
user-friendly website (or update an existing 
website) that is available to the public on 
which veterans can find information about 
apprenticeship programs registered under 
the Act of August 16, 1937 (50 Stat. 664; com-
monly referred to as the ‘‘National Appren-
ticeship Act’’) and approved under chapters 
30 through 36 of title 38, United States Code. 
Such information shall be searchable and 
sortable by occupation and location, and in-
clude, with regard to each such program, the 
following: 

(1) A description, including any cost to a 
veteran. 

(2) Contact information. 
(3) Whether the program has been endorsed 

by a veterans service organization or non-
profit organization that caters to veterans. 

(4) Whether the program prefers to hire 
veterans. 

(5) Each certification or degree an indi-
vidual earns by completing the program. 

(b) COORDINATION WITH OTHER WEBSITE.— 
The Assistant Secretary shall update all in-
formation regarding programs for veterans 
listed on apprenticeship.gov (or any suc-
cessor website) to include the information 
specified under subsection (a). 
SEC. 4. DETERMINATION OF BUDGETARY EF-

FECTS. 
The budgetary effects of this Act, for the 

purpose of complying with the Statutory 
Pay-As-You-Go Act of 2010, shall be deter-
mined by reference to the latest statement 
titled ‘‘Budgetary Effects of PAYGO Legisla-
tion’’ for this Act, submitted for printing in 
the Congressional Record by the Chairman of 
the House Budget Committee, provided that 
such statement has been submitted prior to 
the vote on passage. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
California (Mr. TAKANO) and the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. BOST) each 
will control 20 minutes. 
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The Chair recognizes the gentleman 

from California. 
GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and to 
insert extraneous material on H.R. 147, 
as amended. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 

of H.R. 147, the Bringing Registered 
Apprenticeships to Veterans Education 
Act, or BRAVE Act, as amended. 

This bill increases access to informa-
tion regarding registered apprentice-
ships for veterans. Registered appren-
ticeships are an important component 
of our workforce system. They provide 
on-the-job training with an employer 
that teaches workers the practical and 
theoretical skills they need to succeed 
in a field, all while earning a paycheck. 

The Department of Labor validates 
registered apprenticeships to ensure 
that participants are receiving high- 
quality instruction and training. 

At the end of their program, appren-
tices receive a national, industry-rec-
ognized credential in their field. 

This bill would require the Depart-
ment of Labor to improve access to 
registered apprenticeships for 
transitioning servicemembers and vet-
erans by maintaining a searchable 
website that connects them with em-
ployer programs that are endorsed by 
VSOs and other veteran-specific 
groups. 

Registered apprenticeships provide a 
unique pathway into in-demand, high- 
quality jobs, and the BRAVE Act will 
make it easier for veterans to learn 
and earn when training for their ca-
reers. 

This legislation is supported by nu-
merous VSOs, including Iraq and Af-
ghanistan Veterans of America, Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars, and Paralyzed 
Veterans of America. 

I thank Speaker PELOSI and Leader 
HOYER for bringing this legislation to 
the floor, and I urge the rest of my col-
leagues to support this legislation to 
improve employability for veterans 
through apprenticeships. 

I also thank Chairman ADAM SMITH 
of the House Armed Services Com-
mittee, who has agreed to forgo com-
mittee action on H.R. 147, as amended, 
so that it can be considered on the 
floor today. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS, 

Washington, DC, November 15, 2021. 
Hon. ADAM SMITH, 
Chairman, Committee on Armed Services, House 

of Representatives, Washington, DC. 
DEAR MR. SMITH: I write concerning H.R. 

147 as amended, the Bringing Registered Ap-
prenticeships to Veterans Education Act or 
the BRAVE Act. I appreciate your willing-

ness to work cooperatively on this legisla-
tion. 

I acknowledge that provisions of the bill 
fall within the jurisdiction of the Committee 
on Armed Services under House Rule X, and 
that your Committee will forgo action on 
H.R. 147 to expedite floor consideration. I 
further acknowledge that the inaction of 
your Committee with respect to the bill does 
not waive any future jurisdictional claim 
over the matters contained in the bill that 
fall within your jurisdiction. I will also sup-
port the appointment of Committee on 
Armed Services conferees during any House- 
Senate conference convened on this legisla-
tion. 

Lastly, I will ensure that our exchange of 
letters is included in the Congressional 
Record during floor consideration of the bill. 
Thank you again for your cooperation re-
garding the legislation. I look forward to 
continuing to work with you as the measure 
moves through the legislative process. 

Sincerely, 
MARK TAKANO, 

Chairman. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES, 

Washington, DC, November 15, 2021. 
Hon. MARK TAKANO, 
Chairman, Committee on Veterans’ Affairs, 

House of Representatives, Washington, DC. 
DEAR MR. TAKANO: I write concerning H.R. 

147 as amended, the Bringing Registered Ap-
prenticeships to Veterans Education Act or 
the BRAVE Act. As a result of your having 
consulted with us on provisions within H.R. 
147 that fall within the Rule X jurisdiction of 
the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs, I forego 
any further consideration of this bill so that 
it may proceed expeditiously to the House 
floor for consideration. 

The Committee on Armed Services takes 
this action with our mutual understanding 
that by foregoing consideration of H.R. 147 
at this time, we do not waive any jurisdic-
tion over subject matter contained in this or 
similar legislation and that our committee 
will be appropriately consulted and involved 
as this bill or similar legislation moves for-
ward so that we may address any remaining 
issues in our jurisdiction. Further, I request 
your support for the appointment of con-
ferees from the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices during any House-Senate conference 
convened on this or related legislation. 

Please place a copy of this letter and your 
response acknowledging our jurisdictional 
interest into the Congressional Record dur-
ing consideration of the measure on the 
House floor. Thank you for the cooperative 
spirit in which you have worked regarding 
this matter and others between our respec-
tive committees. 

Sincerely, 
ADAM SMITH, 

Chairman. 
Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 

of H.R. 147, as amended, the BRAVE 
Act. 

Every year, nearly 200,000 servicemen 
and -women transition out of Active 
Duty and into the civilian sector. 

This bill would require the Depart-
ment of Defense to provide information 
on apprenticeship programs to sepa-
rating servicemembers who are prac-
ticing in the Transition Assistance 
Program. 

The BRAVE Act would also require 
the Department of Labor to establish a 
website that includes information on 
national apprenticeships and those ap-

proved for the GI Bill benefits so it is 
readily available to the transitioning 
servicemembers. 

Last month’s unemployment num-
bers showed that while the unemploy-
ment rate for nonveterans decreased, 
the unemployment rate for veterans in-
creased slightly. This is concerning, 
and I am hopeful that improving the 
way that we provide information to our 
veterans about available apprentice-
ships may provide veterans with more 
opportunity for great jobs. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all Members to 
support H.R. 147, as amended, and I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 5 
minutes to the gentleman from New 
Jersey (Mr. NORCROSS), my good friend 
and the author of this legislation. Con-
gressman NORCROSS serves on the 
House Armed Services Committee; 
Education and Labor Committee; and 
the Science, Space, and Technology 
Committee. 

Mr. NORCROSS. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the chairman for yielding. 

This is National Apprenticeship 
Week, and what better time for the 
passage of H.R. 147, the BRAVE Act. 

I am a product of a registered appren-
ticeship program and the father of a 
veteran. 

The Bringing Registered Apprentice-
ships to Veterans Education Act, or 
the BRAVE Act, would help those re-
turning veterans find good-paying jobs 
and careers. 

When we send our servicemembers to 
war, we train them and equip them, 
and we give them the skills they need 
to protect and defend the United 
States. We do this because we want 
them to succeed wherever they are 
needed, be it on the battlefield or ren-
dering humanitarian assistance around 
the world. They deserve the same level 
of support when they leave the service 
and transition back to civilian life. 

One of the best ways to help our vets 
transition is by providing them mean-
ingful work opportunities or careers. 
Registered apprenticeships are one of 
the best ways, if not the best way, in 
the history of the United States for 
people to gain those skills. Registered 
apprenticeships allow the returning 
soldier to earn while they learn in-de-
mand skills that are so desperately 
needed for family-sustaining careers. 

Ninety-two percent of those who 
complete a registered apprenticeship 
program stay employed, and the aver-
age salary for graduates is $72,000. That 
is nearly $20,000 more than the average 
college graduate, with no student debt. 

The BRAVE Act will connect vet-
erans to these resources, helping them 
to transition to fulfilling civilian ca-
reers. 

It is fitting that the vote for the 
BRAVE Act takes place during Na-
tional Apprenticeship Week. 

I urge all of my colleagues to support 
our veterans in their pursuit of a good 
career and a good-paying job by voting 
for the BRAVE Act. 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I encourage 
all of my colleagues to support this 
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bill, and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I ask all 
of my colleagues to join me in passing 
H.R. 147, as amended, and I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
TAKANO) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 147, as 
amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, on that I 
demand the yeas and nays. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 3(s) of House Resolution 
8, the yeas and nays are ordered. 

Pursuant to clause 8 of rule XX, fur-
ther proceedings on this motion are 
postponed. 

f 

b 1330 

DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AF-
FAIRS ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON 
UNITED STATES OUTLYING 
AREAS AND FREELY ASSOCI-
ATED STATES 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 3730) to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to establish in the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs an Advisory 
Committee on United States Outlying 
Areas and Freely Associated States, 
and for other purposes, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 3730 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS 

ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON UNITED 
STATES OUTLYING AREAS AND 
FREELY ASSOCIATED STATES. 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT OF ADVISORY COM-
MITTEE.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subchapter III of chapter 
5 of title 38, United States Code, is amended 
by adding at the end the following new sec-
tion: 

‘‘§ 548. Advisory Committee on United States 
Outlying Areas and Freely Associated 
States 
‘‘(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary shall 

establish an advisory committee, to be 
known as the ‘Advisory Committee on 
United States Outlying Areas and Freely As-
sociated States’, to provide advice and guid-
ance to the Secretary on matters relating to 
covered veterans. 

‘‘(b) DUTIES.—The duties of the Committee 
shall be the following: 

‘‘(1) To advise the Secretary on matters re-
lating to covered veterans, including how the 
Secretary can improve the programs and 
services of the Department to better serve 
such veterans. 

‘‘(2) To identify for the Secretary evolving 
issues of relevance to covered veterans. 

‘‘(3) To propose clarifications, rec-
ommendations, and solutions to address 
issues raised by covered veterans. 

‘‘(4) To provide a forum for covered vet-
erans, veterans service organizations serving 
covered veterans, and the Department to dis-

cuss issues and proposals for changes to reg-
ulations, policies, and procedures of the De-
partment. 

‘‘(5) To identify priorities for and provide 
advice to the Secretary on appropriate strat-
egies for consultation with veterans service 
organizations serving covered veterans. 

‘‘(6) To encourage the Secretary to work 
with other departments and agencies of the 
Federal Government and Congress to ensure 
covered veterans are provided the full bene-
fits of their status as covered veterans. 

‘‘(7) To highlight contributions of covered 
veterans in the Armed Forces. 

‘‘(8) To conduct other duties as determined 
appropriate by the Secretary. 

‘‘(c) MEMBERSHIP.—(1) The Committee 
shall be comprised of 15 voting members ap-
pointed by the Secretary. 

‘‘(2) In appointing members pursuant to 
paragraph (1), the Secretary shall ensure the 
following: 

‘‘(A) At least one member is appointed to 
represent covered veterans in each of the fol-
lowing areas: 

‘‘(i) American Samoa. 
‘‘(ii) Guam. 
‘‘(iii) Puerto Rico. 
‘‘(iv) The Commonwealth of the Northern 

Mariana Islands. 
‘‘(v) The Virgin Islands of the United 

States. 
‘‘(vi) The Federated States of Micronesia. 
‘‘(vii) The Republic of the Marshall Islands. 
‘‘(viii) The Republic of Palau. 
‘‘(B) Not fewer than half of the members 

appointed are covered veterans, unless the 
Secretary determines that an insufficient 
number of qualified covered veterans are 
available. 

‘‘(C) Each member appointed resides in an 
area specified in subparagraph (A). 

‘‘(3) In appointing members pursuant to 
paragraph (1), the Secretary may consult 
with any Member of Congress who represents 
an area specified in paragraph (2)(A). 

‘‘(d) TERMS; VACANCIES.—(1) A member of 
the Committee shall be appointed for a term 
of two years. 

‘‘(2) Not later than 180 days after receiving 
notice of a vacancy in the Committee, the 
Secretary shall fill the vacancy in the same 
manner as the original appointment. 

‘‘(e) MEETING FORMAT AND FREQUENCY.—(1) 
Except as provided in paragraph (2), the 
Committee shall meet in-person with the 
Secretary not less frequently than twice 
each year and hold monthly conference calls 
as necessary. 

‘‘(2) Meetings held under paragraph (1) may 
be conducted virtually during a public health 
emergency declared by the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services pursuant to sec-
tion 319 of the Public Health Service Act (42 
U.S.C. 247d) or any renewal of such declara-
tion. 

‘‘(f) ADDITIONAL REPRESENTATION.—(1) Rep-
resentatives of relevant departments and 
agencies of the Federal Government may at-
tend meetings of the Committee and provide 
information to the Committee. 

‘‘(2) One representative of the Department 
shall attend each meeting of the Committee. 

‘‘(3) Representatives attending meetings 
under this subsection— 

‘‘(A) shall not be considered voting mem-
bers of the Committee; and 

‘‘(B) may not receive additional compensa-
tion for services performed with respect to 
the Committee. 

‘‘(g) SUBCOMMITTEES.—(1) The Committee 
may establish subcommittees. 

‘‘(2) The Secretary may, in consultation 
with the Committee, appoint a member to a 
subcommittee established under paragraph 
(1) who is not a member of the Committee. 

‘‘(3) A subcommittee established under 
paragraph (1) may enhance the function of 

the Committee, but may not supersede the 
authority of the Committee or provide direct 
advice or work products to the Secretary. 

‘‘(h) REPORTS.—(1) Not less frequently than 
once each year, the Committee shall submit 
to the Secretary and the appropriate com-
mittees of Congress a report containing such 
recommendations as the Committee may 
have for legislative or administrative action. 

‘‘(2) Not later than 90 days after the date 
on which the Secretary receives a report 
under paragraph (1), the Secretary shall sub-
mit to the appropriate committees of Con-
gress a written response to the report after— 

‘‘(A) giving the Committee an opportunity 
to review such written response; and 

‘‘(B) including in such written response 
any comments the Committee considers ap-
propriate. 

‘‘(3) Not less frequently than once every 
two years, the Committee shall submit to 
the Secretary and the appropriate commit-
tees of Congress a report describing the ac-
tivities of the Committee during the pre-
vious two years. 

‘‘(4) The Secretary shall make publicly 
available on an internet website of the De-
partment— 

‘‘(A) each report the Secretary receives 
under paragraph (1); 

‘‘(B) each written response the Secretary 
submits under paragraph (2); and 

‘‘(C) each report the Secretary receives 
under paragraph (3). 

‘‘(i) COMMITTEE PERSONNEL MATTERS.—A 
member of the Committee shall be allowed 
travel expenses, including per diem in lieu of 
subsistence, at rates authorized for an em-
ployee of an agency under subchapter I of 
chapter 57 of title 5 while away from the 
home or regular place of business of the 
member in the performance of the duties of 
the Committee. 

‘‘(j) CONSULTATION.—In carrying out this 
section, the Secretary shall consult with vet-
erans service organizations serving covered 
veterans. 

‘‘(k) FEDERAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE ACT 
EXEMPTION.—Section 14 of the Federal Advi-
sory Committee Act (5 U.S.C. App.) shall not 
apply to the Committee. 

‘‘(l) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
‘‘(1) The term ‘appropriate committees of 

Congress’ means— 
‘‘(A) the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of 

the House of Representatives; and 
‘‘(B) the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of 

the Senate. 
‘‘(2) The term ‘Committee’ means the Advi-

sory Committee on United States Outlying 
Areas and Freely Associated States estab-
lished under subsection (a). 

‘‘(3) The term ‘covered veteran’ means a 
veteran residing in an area specified in sub-
section (c)(2)(A). 

‘‘(4) The term ‘veterans service organiza-
tion serving covered veterans’ means any or-
ganization that— 

‘‘(A) serves the interests of covered vet-
erans; 

‘‘(B) has covered veterans in substantive 
and policymaking positions within the orga-
nization; and 

‘‘(C) has demonstrated experience working 
with covered veterans.’’. 

(2) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of 
sections at the beginning of chapter 5 of such 
title is amended by inserting after the item 
relating to section 547 the following new 
item: 

‘‘548. Advisory Committee on United States 
Outlying Areas and Freely As-
sociated States.’’. 

(b) DEADLINE FOR ESTABLISHMENT.—Not 
later than 180 days after the date of the en-
actment of this Act, the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs shall establish the advisory 
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committee required by section 548 of title 38, 
United States Code, as added by subsection 
(a)(1) of this section. 

(c) DEADLINE FOR INITIAL APPOINTMENTS.— 
Not later than 90 days after the date on 
which the Secretary establishes the advisory 
committee required by such section 548, the 
Secretary shall appoint the members of such 
advisory committee. 

(d) INITIAL MEETING.—Not later than 120 
days after the date on which the Secretary 
establishes the advisory committee required 
by such section 548, such advisory committee 
shall hold its first meeting. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
California (Mr. TAKANO) and the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. BOST) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and to 
insert extraneous material on H.R. 
3730, as amended. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I support this legisla-

tion, H.R. 3730, sponsored by Mr. 
SABLAN and Mrs. RADEWAGEN, which 
would create an advisory committee on 
veterans living in outlying areas and 
freely associated States, including is-
land territories. 

The advisory committee would have 
a variety of members, including ex-
perts from the covered geographic 
areas. The Secretary will be able to 
consult regularly with, and receive the 
input of, this advisory committee re-
garding the administration of benefits 
and VA programs. Once established, 
the advisory committee will report an-
nually on the needs of the covered vet-
erans and provide much-needed rec-
ommendations. 

This bipartisan legislation is sup-
ported by the American Legion, Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars, Minority Vet-
erans of America, Iraq and Afghanistan 
Veterans of America. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 
of H.R. 3730, to create a VA advisory 
committee on better serving veterans’ 
needs in the territories. For a number 
of Congresses, Congresswoman 
RADEWAGEN, Congresswoman 
GONZÁLEZ-COLÓN, Congressman 
SABLAN, and other delegates from the 
territories have honorably served their 
veterans and constituents. 

Committee staff has traveled with 
many of our delegates and colleagues 
to the Northern Mariana Islands, 
American Samoa, and Puerto Rico. We 
have seen firsthand the disparities and 
the difficulties that their veterans face 
when trying to access healthcare and 
benefits from the VA. 

The combination of limited transpor-
tation options, the lack of local re-

sources, the overlapping Federal agen-
cy jurisdictions, and the complexities 
around VA care in neighboring foreign 
nations make the territories different 
from the rest of the Nation and dif-
ficult to work in. 

Unfortunately, the challenges that 
the veterans in the territories face al-
ways seem to slide down to the bottom 
of VA’s priority list. 

While I am generally skeptical of 
new advisory committees, I believe the 
voices of the veterans in the territories 
are not being heard, and I share Con-
gresswoman RADEWAGEN’s and Con-
gressman SABLAN’s goal of elevating 
their needs. 

For those reasons, I support the bill, 
and I encourage my colleagues to do 
the same. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 5 
minutes to the gentleman from the 
Northern Mariana Islands (Mr. 
SABLAN), my good friend and valued 
member of the Committee on Veteran 
Affairs, who serves on the Health Sub-
committee. 

Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, my bipar-
tisan legislation, H.R. 3730, creates a 
VA advisory committee for 
marginalized veterans living in the 
Marianas, the other United States in-
sular areas, and in the freely associ-
ated States. Veterans in my district, 
especially, and in the other insular 
areas, too, face barriers to VA services 
no vet should be forced to endure. 

In Northern Marianas, there are no 
VA clinics and no Vet Centers. 

Veterans in my district sometimes 
fly 3,700 miles to Hawaii or over 6,000 
miles to California to access VA serv-
ices. And that is why my bill, estab-
lishing a committee to educate the 
Secretary on the obstacles insular area 
veterans face, is so important. 

Each U.S. insular area and each of 
the freely associated States would have 
a seat on the advisory committee. Each 
would be able to describe the barriers 
their veterans face in receiving VA 
services. 

Establishing an advisory committee 
will not solve every logistical problem 
for veterans who live in geographically 
remote areas of America, but at least 
those veterans on the margins will 
have a way to communicate directly 
with the Secretary of Veterans Affairs. 
And when the Secretary hears about 
the barriers to service these insular 
veterans face, maybe, just maybe, 
change will occur. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank the Minority 
Veterans of America, the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars, American Legion, and 
the Iraq and Afghanistan Veterans of 
America for their support of this bipar-
tisan bill, H.R. 3730. 

I also thank Chairman TAKANO, 
Ranking Member BOST, Congress-
woman RADEWAGEN, and my fellow 
members of the Committee on Vet-
erans Affairs for their unanimous sup-
port to report my bill favorably to the 
House of Representatives. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to 
support H.R. 3730 to give marginalized 
veterans in the insular areas a voice in 
the Department of Veterans Affairs. 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I encourage 
my colleagues to support this bill, and 
I yield back the balance of my time. 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I ask all 
my colleagues to join me in passing 
H.R. 3730, as amended, and I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
TAKANO) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3730, as 
amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, on that I 
demand the yeas and nays. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 3(s) of House Resolution 
8, the yeas and nays are ordered. 

Pursuant to clause 8 of rule XX, fur-
ther proceedings on this motion are 
postponed. 

f 

HOMELAND PROCUREMENT 
REFORM ACT 

Mr. CORREA. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 2915) to amend the Homeland Se-
curity Act of 2002 regarding the pro-
curement of certain items related to 
national security interests for Depart-
ment of Homeland Security frontline 
operational components, and for other 
purposes, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 2915 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of 

Representatives of the United States of America 
in Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Homeland Pro-
curement Reform Act’’ or the ‘‘HOPR Act’’. 
SEC. 2. REQUIREMENTS TO BUY CERTAIN ITEMS 

RELATED TO NATIONAL SECURITY 
INTERESTS ACCORDING TO CERTAIN 
CRITERIA. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subtitle D of title VIII of 
the Homeland Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 391 
et seq.) is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing: 
‘‘SEC. 836. REQUIREMENTS TO BUY CERTAIN 

ITEMS RELATED TO NATIONAL SECU-
RITY INTERESTS. 

‘‘(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
‘‘(1) COVERED ITEM.—The term ‘covered item’ 

means any of the following: 
‘‘(A) Footwear provided as part of a uniform. 
‘‘(B) Uniforms. 
‘‘(C) Holsters and tactical pouches. 
‘‘(D) Patches, insignia, and embellishments. 
‘‘(E) Chemical, biological, radiological, and 

nuclear protective gear. 
‘‘(F) Body armor components intended to pro-

vide ballistic protection for an individual, con-
sisting of 1 or more of the following: 

‘‘(i) Soft ballistic panels. 
‘‘(ii) Hard ballistic plates. 
‘‘(iii) Concealed armor carriers worn under a 

uniform. 
‘‘(iv) External armor carriers worn over a uni-

form. 
‘‘(G) Any other item of clothing or protective 

equipment as determined appropriate by the 
Secretary. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 02:30 Nov 17, 2021 Jkt 029060 PO 00000 Frm 00024 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 6333 E:\CR\FM\A16NO7.013 H16NOPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

12
6Q

N
23

P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H6293 November 16, 2021 
‘‘(2) FRONTLINE OPERATIONAL COMPONENT.— 

The term ‘frontline operational component’ 
means any of the following organizations of the 
Department: 

‘‘(A) U.S. Customs and Border Protection. 
‘‘(B) U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforce-

ment. 
‘‘(C) The United States Secret Service. 
‘‘(D) The Transportation Security Administra-

tion. 
‘‘(E) The Coast Guard. 
‘‘(F) The Federal Protective Service. 
‘‘(G) The Federal Emergency Management 

Agency. 
‘‘(H) The Federal Law Enforcement Training 

Centers. 
‘‘(I) The Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Se-

curity Agency. 
‘‘(b) REQUIREMENTS.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall ensure 

that any procurement of a covered item for a 
frontline operational component meets the fol-
lowing criteria: 

‘‘(A) To the maximum extent possible, not less 
than one-third of funds obligated in a specific 
fiscal year for the procurement of such covered 
items shall be covered items that are manufac-
tured or supplied in the United States by enti-
ties that qualify as small business concerns, as 
such term is described under section 3 of the 
Small Business Act (15 U.S.C. 632). 

‘‘(B) Each contractor with respect to the pro-
curement of such a covered item, including the 
end-item manufacturer of such a covered item— 

‘‘(i) is an entity registered with the System for 
Award Management (or successor system) ad-
ministered by the General Services Administra-
tion; and 

‘‘(ii) is in compliance with ISO 9001:2015 of the 
International Organization for Standardization 
(or successor standard) or a standard deter-
mined appropriate by the Secretary to ensure 
the quality of products and adherence to appli-
cable statutory and regulatory requirements. 

‘‘(C) Each supplier of such a covered item 
with an insignia (such as any patch, badge, or 
emblem) and each supplier of such an insignia, 
if such covered item with such insignia or such 
insignia, as the case may be, is not produced, 
applied, or assembled in the United States, 
shall— 

‘‘(i) store such covered item with such insignia 
or such insignia in a locked area; 

‘‘(ii) report any pilferage or theft of such cov-
ered item with such insignia or such insignia oc-
curring at any stage before delivery of such cov-
ered item with such insignia or such insignia; 
and 

‘‘(iii) destroy any such defective or unusable 
covered item with insignia or insignia in a man-
ner established by the Secretary, and maintain 
records, for three years after the creation of 
such records, of such destruction that include 
the date of such destruction, a description of the 
covered item with insignia or insignia destroyed, 
the quantity of the covered item with insignia or 
insignia destroyed, and the method of destruc-
tion. 

‘‘(2) WAIVER.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—In the case of a national 

emergency declared by the President under the 
National Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1601 et seq.) 
or a major disaster declared by the President 
under section 401 of the Robert T. Stafford Dis-
aster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act (42 
U.S.C. 5170), the Secretary may waive a require-
ment in subparagraph (A), (B) or (C) of para-
graph (1) if the Secretary determines there is an 
insufficient supply of a covered item that meets 
the requirement. 

‘‘(B) NOTICE.—Not later than 60 days after 
the date on which the Secretary determines a 
waiver under subparagraph (A) is necessary, 
the Secretary shall provide to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs 
and the Committee on Appropriations of the 
Senate and the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity, the Committee on Oversight and Reform, 

and the Committee on Appropriations of the 
House of Representatives notice of such deter-
mination, which shall include— 

‘‘(i) identification of the national emergency 
or major disaster declared by the President; 

‘‘(ii) identification of the covered item for 
which the Secretary intends to issue the waiver; 
and 

‘‘(iii) a description of the demand for the cov-
ered item and corresponding lack of supply from 
contractors able to meet the criteria described in 
subparagraph (B) or (C) of paragraph (1). 

‘‘(c) PRICING.—The Secretary shall ensure 
that covered items are purchased at a fair and 
reasonable price, consistent with the procedures 
and guidelines specified in the Federal Acquisi-
tion Regulation. 

‘‘(d) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after the 
date of enactment of this section and annually 
thereafter, the Secretary shall provide to the 
Committee on Homeland Security, the Committee 
on Oversight and Reform, and the Committee on 
Appropriations of the House of Representatives, 
and the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs and the Committee on Ap-
propriations of the Senate a briefing on in-
stances in which vendors have failed to meet 
deadlines for delivery of covered items and cor-
rective actions taken by the Department in re-
sponse to such instances. 

‘‘(e) EFFECTIVE DATE.—This section applies 
with respect to a contract entered into by the 
Department or any frontline operational compo-
nent on or after the date that is 180 days after 
the date of enactment of this section.’’. 

(b) STUDY.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 18 months 

after the date of enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security shall submit to the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs of the Senate and the Committee 
on Homeland Security of the House of Rep-
resentatives a study of the adequacy of uniform 
allowances provided to employees of frontline 
operational components (as defined in section 
836 of the Homeland Security Act of 2002, as 
added by subsection (a)). 

(2) REQUIREMENTS.—The study conducted 
under paragraph (1) shall— 

(A) be informed by a Department-wide survey 
of employees from across the Department of 
Homeland Security who receive uniform allow-
ances that seeks to ascertain what, if any, im-
provements could be made to the current uni-
form allowances and what, if any, impacts cur-
rent allowances have had on employee morale 
and retention; 

(B) assess the adequacy of the most recent in-
crease made to the uniform allowance for first 
year employees; and 

(C) consider increasing by 50 percent, at min-
imum, the annual allowance for all other em-
ployees. 

(c) ADDITIONAL REPORT.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days after 

the date of enactment of this Act, the Secretary 
of Homeland Security shall provide a report 
with recommendations on how the Department 
of Homeland Security could procure additional 
items from domestic sources and bolster the do-
mestic supply chain for items related to national 
security to— 

(A) the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs and the Committee on Ap-
propriations of the Senate; and 

(B) the Committee on Homeland Security, the 
Committee on Oversight and Reform, and the 
Committee on Appropriations of the House of 
Representatives. 

(2) CONTENTS.—The report required under 
paragraph (1) shall include the following: 

(A) A review of the compliance of the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security with the require-
ments under section 604 of title VI of division A 
of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act 
of 2009 (6 U.S.C. 453b) to buy certain items re-
lated to national security interests from sources 
in the United States. 

(B) An assessment of the capacity of the De-
partment of Homeland Security to procure the 
following items from domestic sources: 

(i) Personal protective equipment and other 
items necessary to respond to a pandemic such 
as that caused by COVID–19. 

(ii) Helmets that provide ballistic protection 
and other head protection and components. 

(iii) Rain gear, cold weather gear, and other 
environmental and flame resistant clothing. 

(d) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of con-
tents in section 1(b) of the Homeland Security 
Act of 2002 (Public Law 107–296; 116 Stat. 2135) 
is amended by inserting after the item relating 
to section 835 the following: 
‘‘Sec. 836. Requirements to buy certain items re-

lated to national security 
interests.’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
California (Mr. CORREA) and the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. VAN 
DREW) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from California. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. CORREA. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days to revise 
and extend their remarks and to in-
clude extraneous material on this 
measure. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. CORREA. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 

2915, the Homeland Procurement Re-
form Act, or better known as HOPR 
Act. I am proud to have introduced this 
bipartisan legislation to reform the 
way the Department of Homeland Se-
curity purchases uniforms and protec-
tive equipment for its personnel. 

My bill seeks to improve the quality 
of uniforms and equipment issued to 
frontline DHS personnel by requiring, 
to the maximum extent possible, that 
at least one-third of the funds be used 
to purchase goods manufactured by 
American small businesses in America. 

Today, DHS has more than 60,000 men 
and women in uniform, but fewer than 
half of those uniforms are actually 
manufactured in the United States. 

Furthermore, in response to the con-
cerns expressed by frontline personnel 
about how quickly they exhaust their 
annual uniform allowances, this bill di-
rects DHS to study the adequacy of 
uniform allowances for those serving 
on the front lines. 

My bill also strengthens supply chain 
security for uniforms by mandating 
locked storage, reports of stolen goods, 
and the destruction of defective items 
for any item bearing official DHS in-
signia not manufactured in the United 
States. 

In response to supply chain shortages 
that we have been seeing recently dur-
ing this pandemic, my bill also requires 
the Department to assess how to get 
more items related to national security 
from domestic sources. 

This provision is targeted at such 
items as personal protective equip-
ment, or PPE, which we all know has 
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been quite scarce at points during this 
pandemic. Simply put, this bill is good 
for Homeland Security, good for Amer-
icans, and good for American busi-
nesses. 

H.R. 2915 is endorsed by the Warrior 
Protection and Readiness Coalition and 
passed out of the committee unani-
mously. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support the Homeland Procurement 
Reform Act, and I reserve the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. VAN DREW. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in favor of 
the HOPR Act, H.R. 2915. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend my col-
league, Mr. CORREA, for his continued 
leadership on this issue to help bolster 
our domestic supply chains. 

This bill requires that, to the max-
imum extent possible, at least one- 
third of the funds obligated for the pro-
curement of the Department of Home-
land Security uniforms and gear cov-
ered by the HOPR Act be used to pur-
chase goods manufactured by entities 
that qualify as United States small 
businesses. 

Additionally, this bill directs the 
Secretary of Homeland Security to 
conduct a study of the adequacy of uni-
form allowances provided to Depart-
ment frontline personnel to determine 
what improvements can be made to 
current uniform allowances, including 
increasing allowances. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge Members to join 
me in supporting H.R. 2915, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. CORREA. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself the balance of my time. 

Mr. Speaker, if enacted, H.R. 2915 
will simultaneously serve the frontline 
personnel who protect our homeland 
and support the domestic industrial 
base, especially small businesses. 

Most importantly, as noted in the 
committee report, it is our expectation 
that, once this measure is enacted into 
law, DHS implement it in a manner 
that supports small business domestic 
manufacturing. 

To that end, DHS is expected to 
prioritize buying from small businesses 
that manufacture the item here in the 
United States over purchasing foreign- 
manufactured goods supplied by a 
small business. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud of the bipar-
tisan work that went into creating this 
legislation that is cosponsored by my 
Republican colleague, Mr. BRIAN MAST 
of Florida. I also appreciate the efforts 
of Senator SHAHEEN of New Hampshire, 
who introduced the Senate companion 
of this bill, which the Senate Com-
mittee on Homeland Security ordered 
to be favorably reported this year. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support the HOPR Act, and I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
CORREA) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 2915, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

b 1345 

DHS ACQUISITION REVIEW BOARD 
ACT OF 2021 

Mr. CORREA. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 5652) to amend the Homeland Se-
curity Act of 2002 to establish the Ac-
quisition Review Board in the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security, and for 
other purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 5652 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘DHS Acqui-
sition Review Board Act of 2021’’. 
SEC. 2. ACQUISITION REVIEW BOARD. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subtitle D of title VIII of 
the Homeland Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 
391 et seq.) is amended by adding at the end 
the following new section: 
‘‘SEC. 836. ACQUISITION REVIEW BOARD. 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—There is established in 
the Department an Acquisition Review 
Board (in this section referred to as the 
‘Board’) to support the Under Secretary for 
Management in managing the Department’s 
acquisitions. 

‘‘(b) COMPOSITION.— 
‘‘(1) CHAIR.—The Under Secretary for Man-

agement shall serve as chair of the Board. 
‘‘(2) OVERSIGHT.—The Under Secretary for 

Management may designate an employee of 
the Department to oversee the operations of 
the Board. 

‘‘(3) PARTICIPATION.— The Under Secretary 
for Management shall ensure participation 
by other relevant Department officials with 
responsibilities related to acquisitions as 
permanent members of the Board, including 
the following: 

‘‘(A) The Chair of the Joint Requirements 
Council. 

‘‘(B) The Chief Financial Officer. 
‘‘(C) The Chief Human Capital Officer. 
‘‘(D) The Chief Information Officer. 
‘‘(E) The Chief Procurement Officer. 
‘‘(F) The Chief Readiness Support Officer. 
‘‘(G) The Chief Security Officer. 
‘‘(H) The Director of the Office of Test and 

Evaluation. 
‘‘(I) Other relevant senior Department offi-

cials, as designated by the Under Secretary 
for Management. 

‘‘(c) MEETINGS.—The Board shall meet reg-
ularly for purposes of evaluating the 
progress and status of an acquisition pro-
gram. The Board shall convene at the Under 
Secretary for Management’s discretion, and 
at such time as— 

‘‘(1) a new acquisition program is initiated; 
‘‘(2) a major acquisition program— 
‘‘(A) requires authorization to proceed 

from one acquisition decision event to an-
other throughout the acquisition life-cycle; 

‘‘(B) is in breach of its approved acquisi-
tion program baseline; or 

‘‘(C) requires additional review, as deter-
mined by the Under Secretary for Manage-
ment; or 

‘‘(3) a non-major acquisition program re-
quires review, as determined by the Under 
Secretary for Management. 

‘‘(d) RESPONSIBILITIES.—The responsibil-
ities of the Board are as follows: 

‘‘(1) Determine the appropriate acquisition 
level and acquisition decision authority for 
new acquisition programs based on the esti-
mated eventual total expenditure of each 
such program to satisfy the mission need of 
the Department over the life-cycle of such 
acquisition regardless of funding source. 

‘‘(2) Determine whether a proposed acquisi-
tion has met the requirements of key phases 
of the acquisition life-cycle framework and 
is able to proceed to the next phase and 
eventual full production and deployment. 

‘‘(3) Oversee whether a proposed acquisi-
tion’s business strategy, resources, manage-
ment, and accountability is executable and 
is aligned with the mission and strategic 
goals of the Department. 

‘‘(4) Support the person with acquisition 
decision authority for an acquisition in de-
termining the appropriate direction for such 
acquisition at key acquisition decision 
events. 

‘‘(5) Conduct systematic reviews of acquisi-
tions to ensure that such acquisitions are 
progressing in accordance with best prac-
tices and in compliance with the most re-
cently approved documents for such acquisi-
tions’ current acquisition phases. 

‘‘(6) Review the acquisition documents of 
each major acquisition program, including 
the acquisition program baseline and docu-
mentation reflecting consideration of trade-
offs among cost, schedule, and performance 
objectives, to ensure the reliability of under-
lying data. 

‘‘(7) Ensure that practices are adopted and 
implemented to require consideration of 
trade-offs among cost, schedule, and per-
formance objectives as part of the process for 
developing requirements for major acquisi-
tion programs prior to the initiation of the 
second acquisition decision event, including, 
at a minimum, the following practices: 

‘‘(A) Department officials responsible for 
acquisition, budget, and cost estimating 
functions are provided with the appropriate 
opportunity to develop estimates and raise 
cost and schedule concerns before perform-
ance objectives are established for capabili-
ties when feasible. 

‘‘(B) Full consideration is given to possible 
trade-offs among cost, schedule, and per-
formance objectives for each alternative. 

‘‘(e) DOCUMENTATION.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The chair of the Board 

shall ensure that all actions and decisions 
made pursuant to the responsibilities of the 
Board under subsection (d) are documented 
in an acquisition decision memorandum that 
includes— 

‘‘(A) a summary of the action at issue or 
purpose for convening a meeting under sub-
section (c); 

‘‘(B) the decision with respect to actions 
discussed during such meeting; 

‘‘(C) the rationale for such a decision, in-
cluding justifications for any such decision 
made to allow acquisition programs to devi-
ate from the acquisition management policy 
of the Department; 

‘‘(D) any assigned items for further action; 
and 

‘‘(E) the signature of the chair verifying 
the contents of such memorandum. 

‘‘(2) SUBMISSION OF MEMORANDUM.—Not 
later than seven days after the date on which 
the acquisition decision memorandum is 
signed by the chair pursuant to paragraph 
(1)(E), the chair shall submit to the Sec-
retary, the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity of the House of Representatives, and the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs of the Senate a copy of 
such memorandum. 

‘‘(f) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
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‘‘(1) ACQUISITION.—The term ‘acquisition’ 

has the meaning given such term in section 
131 of title 41, United States Code. 

‘‘(2) ACQUISITION DECISION AUTHORITY.—The 
term ‘acquisition decision authority’ means 
the authority, held by the Secretary to— 

‘‘(A) ensure acquisition programs are in 
compliance with Federal law, the Federal 
Acquisition Regulation, and Department ac-
quisition management directives; 

‘‘(B) review (including approving, pausing, 
modifying, or cancelling) an acquisition pro-
gram through the life-cycle of such program; 

‘‘(C) ensure that acquisition program man-
agers have the resources necessary to suc-
cessfully execute an approved acquisition 
program; 

‘‘(D) ensure appropriate acquisition pro-
gram management of cost, schedule, risk, 
and system performance of the acquisition 
program at issue, including assessing acqui-
sition program baseline breaches and direct-
ing any corrective action for such breaches; 
and 

‘‘(E) ensure that acquisition program man-
agers, on an ongoing basis, monitor cost, 
schedule, and performance against estab-
lished baselines and use tools to assess risks 
to an acquisition program at all phases of 
the life-cycle of such program to avoid and 
mitigate acquisition program baseline 
breaches. 

‘‘(3) ACQUISITION DECISION EVENT.—The 
term ‘acquisition decision event’, with re-
spect to an acquisition program, means a 
predetermined point within each of the ac-
quisition phases at which the acquisition de-
cision authority determines whether such 
acquisition program shall proceed to the 
next acquisition phase. 

‘‘(4) ACQUISITION DECISION MEMORANDUM.— 
The term ‘acquisition decision memo-
randum’ means the official documented 
record of decisions, including the rationale 
for such decisions and any assigned actions, 
for the acquisition at issue, as determined by 
the person exercising acquisition decision 
authority for such acquisition. 

‘‘(5) ACQUISITION PROGRAM BASELINE.—The 
term ‘acquisition program baseline’, with re-
spect to an acquisition program, means a 
summary of the cost, schedule, and perform-
ance parameters, expressed in standard, 
measurable, quantitative terms, which must 
be satisfied to accomplish the goals of such 
program. 

‘‘(6) BEST PRACTICES.—The term ‘best prac-
tices’, with respect to acquisition, means a 
knowledge-based approach to capability de-
velopment that includes— 

‘‘(A) identifying and validating needs; 
‘‘(B) assessing alternatives to select the 

most appropriate solution; 
‘‘(C) clearly establishing well-defined re-

quirements; 
‘‘(D) developing realistic cost estimates 

and schedules that account for the entire 
life-cycle of such an acquisition ; 

‘‘(E) securing stable funding that matches 
resources to requirements before initiating 
such development; 

‘‘(F) demonstrating technology, design, 
and manufacturing maturity before initi-
ating production of the item that is the sub-
ject of such acquisition; 

‘‘(G) using milestones and exit criteria or 
specific accomplishments that demonstrate 
the attainment of knowledge to support 
progress; 

‘‘(H) regularly assessing and managing 
risks to achieving requirements and cost and 
schedule goals; 

‘‘(I) adopting and executing standardized 
processes with known success across pro-
grams; 

‘‘(J) establishing an adequate workforce 
that is qualified and sufficient to perform 
necessary functions; and 

‘‘(K) integrating the capabilities described 
in subparagraphs (A) through (J). 

‘‘(7) MAJOR ACQUISITION PROGRAM.—The 
term ‘major acquisition program’ means— 

‘‘(A) a Department capital asset, service, 
or hybrid acquisition program that is esti-
mated by the Secretary to require an even-
tual total expenditure of at least $300 million 
(based on fiscal year 2022 constant dollars) 
over its life-cycle cost; or 

‘‘(B) a program identified by the Under 
Secretary for Management as a program of 
special interest. 

‘‘(8) NON-MAJOR ACQUISITION PROGRAM.—The 
term ‘non-major acquisition program’ means 
a Department capital asset, service, or hy-
brid acquisition program that is estimated 
by the Secretary to require an eventual total 
expenditure of less than $300,000,000 (based on 
fiscal year 2022 constant dollars) over its life- 
cycle.’’. 

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of 
contents in section 1(b) of the Homeland Se-
curity Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 101 et seq.) is 
amended by inserting after the item relating 
to section 835 the following new item: 
‘‘Sec. 836. Acquisition Review Board.’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
California (Mr. CORREA) and the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. VAN 
DREW) each will control 20 minutes. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. CORREA. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days to revise 
and extend their remarks and include 
extraneous material on this measure. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. CORREA. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, each year, the Depart-

ment of Homeland Security spends bil-
lions of dollars on its major acquisition 
programs to execute its most critical 
missions. It acquires systems vital to 
homeland security, including those 
used to screen travelers, enhance cy-
bersecurity, and improve disaster re-
sponse. 

However, over the past decade, the 
Government Accountability Office, or 
GAO, has repeatedly raised alarms re-
garding DHS’ management of its acqui-
sition programs. 

Earlier this year, the GAO reviewed 
24 major acquisition programs that 
DHS is pursuing. Ten had been in 
breach of their cost or schedule goals, 
or both, at some point during fiscal 
year 2020. 

Given the complexity of DHS’ acqui-
sition programs, it is critical that 
there be a standing oversight body to 
give major acquisition programs the 
attention they deserve. At DHS, the 
Acquisition Review Board is just that 
body. 

H.R. 5652, the DHS Acquisition Re-
view Board Act of 2021, seeks to 
strengthen the role of the Acquisition 
Review Board, or ARB, to improve ac-
quisition outcomes at DHS. 

The ARB is charged with reviewing 
major acquisition programs for proper 
management, oversight, account-
ability, and alignment with DHS’ stra-
tegic functions. 

The ARB can intercede when it iden-
tifies a program with significant cost, 
schedule, or performance issues and 
drive a course correction or even ter-
minate such a program. 

Passage of H.R. 5652 will help sta-
bilize oversight within DHS when it 
comes to major acquisitions, which, ac-
cording to GAO, is a high-risk activity, 
by codifying the Board into law. 

Most importantly, the bill also au-
thorizes the Board to not only review 
major acquisitions but also to review 
certain acquisitions that are valued 
below $300 million but are critical to 
the Department’s success. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support the DHS Acquisition Review 
Board Act, and I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. VAN DREW. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 
of my bill, H.R. 5652, the DHS Acquisi-
tion Review Board Act of 2021. 

The Department of Homeland Secu-
rity invests billions of dollars each 
year in its major acquisitions. These 
programs include buying IT systems to 
help secure our border, Coast Guard 
cutters to increase marine safety, and 
tools to help TSA screen travelers 
more efficiently. These acquisitions, 
and others, enable the Department to 
execute its many critical missions. 

In fiscal year 2021 alone, DHS 
planned to spend more than $7 billion 
on its major acquisition programs, and 
ultimately, the Department plans to 
spend more than $200 billion over the 
programs’ entire life cycles. 

However, the Government Account-
ability Office, GAO, and the DHS Office 
of the Inspector General, OIG, have re-
ported on the longstanding challenges 
DHS faces in managing its major ac-
quisition programs, which began with 
the inception of the Department and 
continue to this day. 

For example, in January 2021, GAO 
reported that of the 24 major acquisi-
tion programs it audited, 10 had been 
in breach of their cost or scheduled 
goals, or both, at some point during fis-
cal year 2020. 

Also, in 2018, the OIG reported that 
DHS components have an ongoing 
tendency to acquire systems before 
they adequately define their require-
ments or develop performance meas-
ures. We cannot allow this to continue. 

Given these challenges and the sig-
nificant level of DHS investment in 
these programs, it is important for 
Congress to ensure that the proper 
oversight structures are in place. That 
is exactly what this bill intends to do. 

This bill amends the Homeland Secu-
rity Act to include the DHS Acquisi-
tion Review Board, which has already 
been formed by the Department. 

The bill outlines specific responsibil-
ities and parameters for the Board, 
which it exercises today, including its 
membership and how often the Board 
should meet, such as at certain key 
points in the programs’ life cycles. 

The Board is held at the Department 
level and is chaired by the acquisition 
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decision authority—normally, the 
Under Secretary for Management or a 
designee—and consists of individuals 
who manage DHS’ mission objectives, 
resources, and contracts. 

The Board’s primary oversight role is 
to review major acquisition programs 
for proper management, oversight, ac-
countability, and alignment with the 
Department’s strategic functions. 

The Board keeps acquisition pro-
grams accountable to the Department, 
Congress, and the American taxpayer, 
most importantly, by doing the fol-
lowing. 

First, it ensures that the Department 
considers tradeoffs between cost, 
schedule, and performance before ap-
proving a program to proceed to the 
next phase of acquisition. 

Second, it determines whether pro-
grams are using acquisition best prac-
tices. 

Third, it requires senior DHS leaders 
to review the programs’ progress and 
see that the program requirements are 
being met as they should. 

This bill also requires the Board to 
document the actions and the decisions 
that it makes, including rationale for 
its decisions, which are then submitted 
to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity in the House and the Committee 
on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs in the Senate. 

In conclusion, this bill simply pro-
poses to codify better oversight, man-
agement, and accountability of the De-
partment’s acquisitions. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank my colleague, 
Congresswoman DEMINGS, for reaching 
across the aisle and cosponsoring this 
commonsense bill with me. I also 
thank Ranking Member KATKO and 
Representatives GARBARINO, HIGGINS, 
and MILLER-MEEKS for cosponsoring 
this bill as well. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support H.R. 5652, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

Mr. CORREA. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself the balance of my time. 

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 5652 strengthens 
the Acquisition Review Board, one very 
important mechanism within DHS that 
can help ensure that acquisition pro-
grams are delivered on time and on 
budget, and in-line with DHS missions. 

A version of this bill passed the 
House in both the 115th and 116th Con-
gresses, and I thank the gentleman 
from New Jersey (Mr. VAN DREW) for 
sponsoring the legislation in this Con-
gress. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support the DHS Acquisition Review 
Board Act, and I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
CORREA) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 5652. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

TSA REACHING ACROSS NATION-
ALITIES, SOCIETIES, AND LAN-
GUAGES TO ADVANCE TRAV-
ELER EDUCATION ACT 

Ms. TITUS. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 5574) to require the TSA to de-
velop a plan to ensure that TSA mate-
rial disseminated in major airports can 
be better understood by more people 
accessing such airports, and for other 
purposes, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 5574 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘TSA Reach-
ing Across Nationalities, Societies, and Lan-
guages to Advance Traveler Education Act’’ 
or the ‘‘TRANSLATE Act’’. 
SEC. 2. PLAN. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Administrator of the Transportation Se-
curity Administration (TSA) shall submit to 
the Committee on Homeland Security of the 
House of Representatives and the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation 
of the Senate a plan to ensure that TSA ma-
terial disseminated in major airports can be 
better understood by more people accessing 
such airports. 

(b) CONTENTS.—The plan required under 
subsection (a) shall include the following: 

(1) An identification of the most common 
languages other than English that are the 
primary languages of individuals that travel 
through or work in each major airport. 

(2) A plan to improve— 
(A) TSA materials to communicate infor-

mation in languages identified pursuant to 
paragraph (1); and 

(B) the communication of TSA material to 
individuals with vision or hearing impair-
ments or other possible barriers to under-
standing such material. 

(c) CONSIDERATIONS.—In developing the 
plan required under subsection (a), the Ad-
ministrator of the TSA, acting through the 
Office of Civil Rights and Liberties, Ombuds-
man, and Traveler Engagement of the TSA, 
shall take into consideration data regarding 
the following: 

(1) International enplanement. 
(2) Local populations surrounding major 

airports. 
(d) IMPLEMENTATION.—Not later than 180 

days after the submission of the plan re-
quired under subsection (a), the Adminis-
trator of the TSA shall implement such plan. 

(e) GAO REVIEW.—Not later than one year 
after the implementation pursuant to sub-
section (d) of the plan required under sub-
section (a), the Comptroller General of the 
United States shall submit to the Committee 
on Homeland Security of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation of the 
Senate a review of such implementation. 

(f) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) AIRPORT.—The term ‘‘airport’’ has the 

meaning given such term in section 40102 of 
title 49, United States Code. 

(2) MAJOR AIRPORTS.—The term ‘‘major air-
ports’’ means Category X and Category I air-
ports. 

(3) NON-TRAVELING INDIVIDUAL.—The term 
‘‘non-traveling individual’’ has the meaning 
given such term in section 1560.3 of title 49, 
Code of Federal Regulations. 

(4) TSA MATERIAL.—The term ‘‘TSA mate-
rial’’ means signs, videos, audio messages, 

websites, press releases, social media post-
ings, and other communications published 
and disseminated by the Administrator of 
the TSA in Category X and Category I air-
ports for use by both traveling and non-trav-
eling individuals. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
Nevada (Ms. TITUS) and the gentleman 
from New Jersey (Mr. VAN DREW) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Nevada. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Ms. TITUS. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-

mous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material on this measure. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Nevada? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. TITUS. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 

of my bill, H.R. 5574, known as the 
TRANSLATE Act. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank my colleague, 
Congressman VAN TAYLOR of Texas, for 
once again joining me in introducing 
this legislation, which will ease TSA’s 
security processing at our Nation’s 
major airports. 

The TRANSLATE Act is bipartisan 
legislation building upon the Transpor-
tation Security Administration’s ongo-
ing efforts to increase access for non- 
English speakers, and for those with vi-
sion and hearing impairments, as they 
navigate the security screening proc-
ess. 

It does this by directing TSA to ana-
lyze common languages other than 
English that are spoken by both our 
international travelers as well as those 
who reside in the nearby community 
and then develop and execute a plan to 
disseminate security information in 
those languages to ease the screening 
process. 

I represent the heart of Las Vegas 
Valley, including McCarran Inter-
national Airport, which is one of the 
Nation’s busiest airports, welcoming 
passengers from around the country 
and around the world who come to 
enjoy all that southern Nevada has to 
offer. 

Navigating our air system can be 
stressful enough—if you travel back 
and forth, you know what I mean—for 
even the most well-seasoned traveler. 
Removing potential language barriers 
to ease TSA processing is not only ben-
eficial for those travelers but also for 
the general public rushing to catch 
their flights. 

Southern Nevada’s community is 
rich in diversity. One of every three 
Clark County residents speaks a lan-
guage other than English at home. Na-
tionwide, that number is just over one 
out of every five residents. Yet, much 
of what TSA communicates to trav-
elers and transportation workers 
through signs, announcements, videos, 
and online content is in English. 
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Let’s be clear. You shouldn’t have to 

worry about missing a plane at an air-
port in the U.S. just because you don’t 
speak English. Making travel and secu-
rity information easier to understand 
for non-English speakers and for those 
with vision and hearing impairments 
will help create a more comfortable 
and efficient airport experience for 
residents and visitors alike. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank my colleagues 
on the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity for their unanimous support of 
this legislation last month and the 
chairman for his assistance in getting 
this passed. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to support the passage of the 
TRANSLATE Act, and I reserve the 
balance of my time. 

Mr. VAN DREW. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today for H.R. 
5574, the TRANSLATE Act. 

According to the United States Cen-
sus Bureau, approximately 67 million 
U.S. residents speak a language other 
than English at home. This legislation 
requires TSA to ensure that its com-
munications materials in airports are 
in the primary languages of individuals 
who travel through and work in our 
country’s airports. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

b 1400 

Ms. TITUS. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self the balance of my time. 

Mr. Speaker, our Nation’s airports 
connect Americans to one another and 
to the rest of the world. But for trav-
elers who do not primarily speak 
English or who experience hearing or 
vision difficulties, the TSA screening 
process can be challenging and result 
in delays for all the other travelers 
who are standing in line. 

By requiring TSA to make its sign-
age and announcement more accessible 
to passengers at major airports, my 
bill will bring much-needed inclusivity 
and efficiency to the whole travel expe-
rience. I know we all appreciate seeing 
signs in English when we are traveling 
abroad. U.S. airports should be just as 
welcoming and reflect the diversity of 
our constituents and the travelers who 
visit our cities. 

So, once again, Mr. Speaker, I en-
courage my colleagues to vote for H.R. 
5574, as amended, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
BOWMAN). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentlewoman from 
Nevada (Ms. TITUS) that the House sus-
pend the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 
5574, as amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. VAN DREW. Mr. Speaker, on 
that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 3(s) of House Resolution 
8, the yeas and nays are ordered. 

Pursuant to clause 8 of rule XX, fur-
ther proceedings on this motion are 
postponed. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess subject to 
the call of the Chair. 

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 1 
minute p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1445 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. BOWMAN) at 2 o’clock and 
45 minutes p.m. 

f 

PROTECTING MOMS WHO SERVED 
ACT OF 2021 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (S. 796) to codify maternity care 
coordination programs at the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs, and for other 
purposes, on which the yeas and nays 
were ordered. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
TAKANO) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill. 

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 414, nays 9, 
not voting 10, as follows: 

[Roll No. 374] 

YEAS—414 

Adams 
Aderholt 
Aguilar 
Allen 
Allred 
Amodei 
Armstrong 
Arrington 
Auchincloss 
Axne 
Babin 
Bacon 
Baird 
Balderson 
Banks 
Barr 
Barragán 
Bass 
Beatty 
Bentz 
Bera 
Bergman 
Beyer 
Bice (OK) 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (GA) 
Blumenauer 
Blunt Rochester 
Bonamici 
Bost 
Bourdeaux 
Bowman 
Boyle, Brendan 

F. 
Brady 
Brooks 
Brown (MD) 
Brown (OH) 
Brownley 

Buchanan 
Buck 
Bucshon 
Budd 
Burchett 
Burgess 
Bush 
Bustos 
Butterfield 
Calvert 
Cammack 
Carbajal 
Cárdenas 
Carey 
Carl 
Carson 
Carter (GA) 
Carter (LA) 
Carter (TX) 
Cartwright 
Case 
Casten 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Cawthorn 
Chabot 
Cheney 
Chu 
Cicilline 
Clark (MA) 
Clarke (NY) 
Cleaver 
Cline 
Cloud 
Clyburn 
Clyde 
Cohen 
Cole 
Comer 

Connolly 
Cooper 
Correa 
Costa 
Courtney 
Craig 
Crawford 
Crenshaw 
Crist 
Crow 
Cuellar 
Curtis 
Davids (KS) 
Davidson 
Davis, Danny K. 
Davis, Rodney 
Dean 
DeFazio 
DeGette 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
Delgado 
Demings 
DeSaulnier 
DesJarlais 
Deutch 
Diaz-Balart 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Donalds 
Doyle, Michael 

F. 
Duncan 
Dunn 
Ellzey 
Emmer 
Escobar 
Eshoo 
Espaillat 

Estes 
Evans 
Fallon 
Feenstra 
Ferguson 
Fischbach 
Fitzgerald 
Fitzpatrick 
Fleischmann 
Fletcher 
Fortenberry 
Foster 
Foxx 
Frankel, Lois 
Franklin, C. 

Scott 
Fulcher 
Gaetz 
Gallagher 
Gallego 
Garamendi 
Garbarino 
Garcia (CA) 
Garcı́a (IL) 
Garcia (TX) 
Gibbs 
Gimenez 
Golden 
Gomez 
Gonzales, Tony 
Gonzalez (OH) 
Gonzalez, 

Vicente 
Gooden (TX) 
Gosar 
Gottheimer 
Granger 
Graves (LA) 
Graves (MO) 
Green (TN) 
Green, Al (TX) 
Griffith 
Grijalva 
Grothman 
Guest 
Guthrie 
Hagedorn 
Harder (CA) 
Harris 
Harshbarger 
Hartzler 
Hayes 
Hern 
Herrell 
Higgins (LA) 
Higgins (NY) 
Hill 
Himes 
Hinson 
Hollingsworth 
Horsford 
Houlahan 
Hoyer 
Hudson 
Huffman 
Huizenga 
Issa 
Jackson 
Jackson Lee 
Jacobs (CA) 
Jacobs (NY) 
Jayapal 
Jeffries 
Johnson (GA) 
Johnson (LA) 
Johnson (OH) 
Johnson (SD) 
Johnson (TX) 
Jones 
Jordan 
Joyce (OH) 
Joyce (PA) 
Kahele 
Kaptur 
Katko 
Keating 
Keller 
Kelly (IL) 
Kelly (MS) 
Kelly (PA) 
Khanna 
Kildee 
Kilmer 
Kim (CA) 
Kim (NJ) 
Kind 
Kinzinger 
Kirkpatrick 
Krishnamoorthi 

Kustoff 
LaHood 
LaMalfa 
Lamb 
Lamborn 
Langevin 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Latta 
LaTurner 
Lawrence 
Lawson (FL) 
Lee (CA) 
Lee (NV) 
Leger Fernandez 
Lesko 
Letlow 
Levin (CA) 
Levin (MI) 
Lieu 
Lofgren 
Long 
Lowenthal 
Lucas 
Luetkemeyer 
Luria 
Lynch 
Mace 
Malinowski 
Malliotakis 
Maloney, 

Carolyn B. 
Maloney, Sean 
Mann 
Manning 
Massie 
Mast 
Matsui 
McBath 
McCarthy 
McCaul 
McClain 
McCollum 
McEachin 
McGovern 
McHenry 
McKinley 
McNerney 
Meeks 
Meijer 
Meng 
Meuser 
Mfume 
Miller (IL) 
Miller (WV) 
Miller-Meeks 
Moolenaar 
Mooney 
Moore (AL) 
Moore (UT) 
Moore (WI) 
Morelle 
Moulton 
Mrvan 
Mullin 
Murphy (FL) 
Murphy (NC) 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neguse 
Nehls 
Newhouse 
Newman 
Norcross 
Nunes 
O’Halleran 
Obernolte 
Ocasio-Cortez 
Omar 
Owens 
Palazzo 
Pallone 
Palmer 
Panetta 
Pascrell 
Payne 
Pence 
Perlmutter 
Peters 
Pfluger 
Pingree 
Pocan 
Porter 
Posey 
Pressley 
Price (NC) 
Quigley 
Raskin 
Reed 

Reschenthaler 
Rice (NY) 
Rice (SC) 
Rodgers (WA) 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rose 
Ross 
Rouzer 
Roybal-Allard 
Ruiz 
Ruppersberger 
Rush 
Rutherford 
Ryan 
Salazar 
Sánchez 
Sarbanes 
Scalise 
Scanlon 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schneider 
Schrader 
Schrier 
Schweikert 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, Austin 
Scott, David 
Sessions 
Sewell 
Sherman 
Sherrill 
Simpson 
Sires 
Slotkin 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smith (WA) 
Smucker 
Soto 
Spanberger 
Spartz 
Speier 
Stansbury 
Stanton 
Stauber 
Steel 
Stefanik 
Steil 
Steube 
Stevens 
Stewart 
Strickland 
Suozzi 
Swalwell 
Takano 
Taylor 
Tenney 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Thompson (PA) 
Tiffany 
Timmons 
Titus 
Tlaib 
Tonko 
Torres (CA) 
Torres (NY) 
Trahan 
Trone 
Turner 
Underwood 
Upton 
Valadao 
Van Drew 
Van Duyne 
Vargas 
Veasey 
Velázquez 
Wagner 
Walberg 
Walorski 
Waltz 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters 
Watson Coleman 
Weber (TX) 
Webster (FL) 
Welch 
Wenstrup 
Westerman 
Wexton 
Wild 
Williams (GA) 
Williams (TX) 
Wilson (FL) 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH6298 November 16, 2021 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 

Womack 
Yarmuth 

Young 
Zeldin 

NAYS—9 

Biggs 
Boebert 
Good (VA) 

Greene (GA) 
Hice (GA) 
McClintock 

Norman 
Rosendale 
Roy 

NOT VOTING—10 

Bishop (NC) 
Gohmert 
Herrera Beutler 
Kuster 

Loudermilk 
Neal 
Pappas 
Perry 

Phillips 
Vela 

b 1524 

Mr. BIGGS changed his vote from 
‘‘yea’’ to ‘‘nay.’’ 

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the 
bill was passed. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

MEMBERS RECORDED PURSUANT TO HOUSE 
RESOLUTION 8, 117TH CONGRESS 

Auchincloss 
(Clark (MA)) 

Blumenauer 
(Beyer) 

Carter (LA) 
(Kahele) 

DeFazio (Brown 
(MD)) 

Garcı́a (IL) 
(Ocasio-Cortez) 

Grijalva 
(Stanton) 

Horsford (Allred) 
Kirkpatrick 

(Stanton) 

Lawson (FL) 
(Evans) 

Lesko (Joyce 
(PA)) 

Lowenthal 
(Beyer) 

Matsui 
(Thompson 
(CA)) 

McEachin 
(Wexton) 

Pascrell 
(Pallone) 

Payne (Pallone) 
Porter (Wexton) 

Pressley 
(Bowman) 

Rice (NY) 
(Murphy (FL)) 

Roybal-Allard 
(McCollum) 

Ruiz (Aguilar) 
Rush (Quigley) 
Swalwell 

(Gomez) 
Underwood 

(Casten) 
Wilson (FL) 

(Hayes) 
Yarmuth (Beyer) 

f 

STUDENT VETERANS COUNSELING 
CENTERS ELIGIBILITY ACT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
BERA). Pursuant to clause 8 of rule XX, 
the unfinished business is the vote on 
the motion to suspend the rules and 
pass the bill (H.R. 4233) to amend title 
38, United States Code, to furnish Vet 
Center readjustment counseling and re-
lated mental health services to vet-
erans and members of the Armed 
Forces using certain educational as-
sistance benefits, on which the yeas 
and nays were ordered. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
TAKANO) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill. 

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 420, nays 4, 
not voting 9, as follows: 

[Roll No. 375] 

YEAS—420 

Adams 
Aderholt 
Aguilar 
Allred 
Amodei 
Armstrong 
Arrington 
Auchincloss 
Axne 
Babin 
Bacon 
Baird 
Balderson 
Banks 
Barr 
Barragán 
Bass 
Beatty 

Bentz 
Bera 
Bergman 
Beyer 
Bice (OK) 
Biggs 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (GA) 
Bishop (NC) 
Blumenauer 
Blunt Rochester 
Boebert 
Bonamici 
Bost 
Bourdeaux 
Bowman 
Boyle, Brendan 

F. 

Brady 
Brooks 
Brown (MD) 
Brown (OH) 
Brownley 
Buchanan 
Buck 
Bucshon 
Budd 
Burchett 
Burgess 
Bush 
Bustos 
Butterfield 
Calvert 
Cammack 
Carbajal 
Cárdenas 

Carey 
Carl 
Carson 
Carter (GA) 
Carter (LA) 
Carter (TX) 
Cartwright 
Case 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Cawthorn 
Chabot 
Cheney 
Chu 
Cicilline 
Clark (MA) 
Clarke (NY) 
Cleaver 
Cline 
Cloud 
Clyburn 
Clyde 
Cohen 
Cole 
Comer 
Connolly 
Cooper 
Correa 
Costa 
Courtney 
Craig 
Crawford 
Crenshaw 
Crist 
Crow 
Cuellar 
Curtis 
Davids (KS) 
Davidson 
Davis, Danny K. 
Davis, Rodney 
Dean 
DeFazio 
DeGette 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
Delgado 
Demings 
DeSaulnier 
DesJarlais 
Deutch 
Diaz-Balart 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Donalds 
Doyle, Michael 

F. 
Duncan 
Dunn 
Ellzey 
Emmer 
Eshoo 
Espaillat 
Estes 
Evans 
Fallon 
Feenstra 
Ferguson 
Fischbach 
Fitzgerald 
Fitzpatrick 
Fleischmann 
Fletcher 
Fortenberry 
Foster 
Foxx 
Frankel, Lois 
Franklin, C. 

Scott 
Fulcher 
Gaetz 
Gallagher 
Gallego 
Garamendi 
Garbarino 
Garcia (CA) 
Gibbs 
Gimenez 
Gohmert 
Golden 
Gomez 
Gonzales, Tony 
Gonzalez (OH) 
Gonzalez, 

Vicente 
Good (VA) 
Gooden (TX) 
Gosar 
Gottheimer 

Granger 
Graves (LA) 
Graves (MO) 
Green (TN) 
Green, Al (TX) 
Greene (GA) 
Griffith 
Grijalva 
Grothman 
Guest 
Guthrie 
Hagedorn 
Harder (CA) 
Harris 
Harshbarger 
Hartzler 
Hayes 
Hern 
Herrell 
Herrera Beutler 
Hice (GA) 
Higgins (LA) 
Higgins (NY) 
Hill 
Himes 
Hinson 
Hollingsworth 
Horsford 
Houlahan 
Hoyer 
Hudson 
Huffman 
Huizenga 
Issa 
Jackson 
Jackson Lee 
Jacobs (CA) 
Jacobs (NY) 
Jayapal 
Jeffries 
Johnson (GA) 
Johnson (LA) 
Johnson (OH) 
Johnson (SD) 
Johnson (TX) 
Jones 
Joyce (OH) 
Joyce (PA) 
Kahele 
Kaptur 
Katko 
Keating 
Keller 
Kelly (IL) 
Kelly (MS) 
Kelly (PA) 
Khanna 
Kildee 
Kilmer 
Kim (CA) 
Kim (NJ) 
Kind 
Kinzinger 
Kirkpatrick 
Krishnamoorthi 
Kustoff 
LaHood 
LaMalfa 
Lamb 
Lamborn 
Langevin 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Latta 
LaTurner 
Lawrence 
Lawson (FL) 
Lee (CA) 
Lee (NV) 
Leger Fernandez 
Lesko 
Letlow 
Levin (CA) 
Levin (MI) 
Lieu 
Lofgren 
Long 
Lowenthal 
Lucas 
Luetkemeyer 
Luria 
Lynch 
Mace 
Malinowski 
Malliotakis 
Maloney, 

Carolyn B. 
Maloney, Sean 
Mann 

Manning 
Massie 
Mast 
Matsui 
McBath 
McCarthy 
McCaul 
McClain 
McClintock 
McCollum 
McEachin 
McGovern 
McHenry 
McKinley 
McNerney 
Meeks 
Meijer 
Meng 
Meuser 
Mfume 
Miller (IL) 
Miller (WV) 
Miller-Meeks 
Moolenaar 
Mooney 
Moore (AL) 
Moore (UT) 
Moore (WI) 
Morelle 
Moulton 
Mrvan 
Mullin 
Murphy (FL) 
Murphy (NC) 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neguse 
Nehls 
Newhouse 
Newman 
Norcross 
Norman 
Nunes 
O’Halleran 
Obernolte 
Ocasio-Cortez 
Omar 
Owens 
Palazzo 
Pallone 
Palmer 
Panetta 
Pascrell 
Payne 
Pence 
Perlmutter 
Peters 
Pfluger 
Phillips 
Pingree 
Pocan 
Porter 
Posey 
Pressley 
Price (NC) 
Quigley 
Raskin 
Reed 
Reschenthaler 
Rice (NY) 
Rice (SC) 
Rodgers (WA) 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rose 
Rosendale 
Ross 
Roy 
Roybal-Allard 
Ruiz 
Ruppersberger 
Rush 
Rutherford 
Ryan 
Salazar 
Sánchez 
Sarbanes 
Scalise 
Scanlon 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schneider 
Schrader 
Schrier 
Schweikert 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, Austin 
Scott, David 
Sessions 

Sewell 
Sherman 
Sherrill 
Simpson 
Sires 
Slotkin 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smith (WA) 
Smucker 
Soto 
Spanberger 
Spartz 
Speier 
Stansbury 
Stanton 
Stauber 
Steel 
Stefanik 
Steil 
Steube 
Stevens 
Stewart 
Strickland 

Suozzi 
Swalwell 
Takano 
Taylor 
Tenney 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Thompson (PA) 
Tiffany 
Timmons 
Titus 
Tlaib 
Tonko 
Torres (CA) 
Torres (NY) 
Trahan 
Trone 
Turner 
Underwood 
Upton 
Valadao 
Van Drew 
Van Duyne 
Vargas 
Veasey 

Velázquez 
Wagner 
Walberg 
Walorski 
Waltz 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters 
Watson Coleman 
Weber (TX) 
Webster (FL) 
Welch 
Wenstrup 
Westerman 
Wexton 
Wild 
Williams (GA) 
Williams (TX) 
Wilson (FL) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 
Womack 
Yarmuth 
Young 
Zeldin 

NAYS—4 

Casten 
Escobar 

Garcı́a (IL) 
Garcia (TX) 

NOT VOTING—9 

Allen 
Jordan 
Kuster 

Loudermilk 
Neal 
Pappas 

Perry 
Rouzer 
Vela 

b 1541 
So (two-thirds being in the affirma-

tive) the rules were suspended and the 
bill was passed. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

Stated for: 
Mr. ALLEN. Mr. Speaker, had I been 

present, I would have voted ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall 
No. 375. 

MEMBERS RECORDED PURSUANT TO HOUSE 
RESOLUTION 8, 117TH CONGRESS 

Auchincloss 
(Clark (MA)) 

Blumenauer 
(Beyer) 

Carter (LA) 
(Kahele) 

DeFazio (Brown 
(MD)) 

Garcı́a (IL) 
(Ocasio-Cortez) 

Grijalva 
(Stanton) 

Herrera Beutler 
(Rodgers (WA)) 

Horsford (Allred) 
Kirkpatrick 

(Stanton) 

Lawson (FL) 
(Evans) 

Lesko (Joyce 
(PA)) 

Lowenthal 
(Beyer) 

Matsui 
(Thompson 
(CA)) 

McEachin 
(Wexton) 

Pascrell 
(Pallone) 

Payne (Pallone) 
Phillips (Jacobs 

(CA)) 
Porter (Wexton) 

Pressley 
(Bowman) 

Rice (NY) 
(Murphy (FL)) 

Roybal-Allard 
(McCollum) 

Ruiz (Aguilar) 
Rush (Quigley) 
Swalwell 

(Gomez) 
Underwood 

(Casten) 
Wilson (FL) 

(Hayes) 
Yarmuth (Beyer) 

f 

BRINGING REGISTERED APPREN-
TICESHIPS TO VETERANS EDU-
CATION ACT 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 147) to amend titles 10 and 38, 
United States Code, to make certain 
improvements to transitional services 
for separating members of the Armed 
Forces and educational assistance 
under laws administered by the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs, and for 
other purposes, as amended, on which 
the yeas and nays were ordered. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
TAKANO) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, as amended. 
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The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—yeas 427, nays 0, 
not voting 6, as follows: 

[Roll No. 376] 

YEAS—427 

Adams 
Aderholt 
Aguilar 
Allen 
Allred 
Amodei 
Armstrong 
Arrington 
Auchincloss 
Axne 
Babin 
Bacon 
Baird 
Balderson 
Banks 
Barr 
Barragán 
Bass 
Beatty 
Bentz 
Bera 
Bergman 
Beyer 
Bice (OK) 
Biggs 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (GA) 
Bishop (NC) 
Blumenauer 
Blunt Rochester 
Boebert 
Bonamici 
Bost 
Bourdeaux 
Bowman 
Boyle, Brendan 

F. 
Brady 
Brooks 
Brown (MD) 
Brown (OH) 
Brownley 
Buchanan 
Buck 
Bucshon 
Budd 
Burchett 
Burgess 
Bush 
Bustos 
Butterfield 
Calvert 
Cammack 
Carbajal 
Cárdenas 
Carey 
Carl 
Carson 
Carter (GA) 
Carter (LA) 
Carter (TX) 
Cartwright 
Case 
Casten 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Cawthorn 
Chabot 
Chu 
Cicilline 
Clark (MA) 
Clarke (NY) 
Cleaver 
Cline 
Cloud 
Clyburn 
Clyde 
Cohen 
Cole 
Comer 
Connolly 
Cooper 
Correa 
Costa 
Courtney 
Craig 
Crawford 
Crenshaw 
Crist 
Crow 
Cuellar 
Curtis 

Davids (KS) 
Davidson 
Davis, Danny K. 
Davis, Rodney 
Dean 
DeFazio 
DeGette 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
Delgado 
Demings 
DeSaulnier 
DesJarlais 
Deutch 
Diaz-Balart 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Donalds 
Doyle, Michael 

F. 
Duncan 
Dunn 
Ellzey 
Emmer 
Escobar 
Eshoo 
Espaillat 
Estes 
Evans 
Fallon 
Feenstra 
Ferguson 
Fischbach 
Fitzgerald 
Fitzpatrick 
Fleischmann 
Fletcher 
Fortenberry 
Foster 
Foxx 
Frankel, Lois 
Franklin, C. 

Scott 
Fulcher 
Gaetz 
Gallagher 
Gallego 
Garamendi 
Garbarino 
Garcia (CA) 
Garcı́a (IL) 
Garcia (TX) 
Gibbs 
Gimenez 
Gohmert 
Golden 
Gomez 
Gonzales, Tony 
Gonzalez (OH) 
Gonzalez, 

Vicente 
Good (VA) 
Gooden (TX) 
Gosar 
Gottheimer 
Granger 
Graves (LA) 
Graves (MO) 
Green (TN) 
Green, Al (TX) 
Greene (GA) 
Griffith 
Grijalva 
Grothman 
Guest 
Guthrie 
Hagedorn 
Harder (CA) 
Harris 
Harshbarger 
Hartzler 
Hayes 
Hern 
Herrell 
Herrera Beutler 
Hice (GA) 
Higgins (LA) 
Higgins (NY) 
Hill 
Himes 
Hinson 
Hollingsworth 

Horsford 
Houlahan 
Hoyer 
Hudson 
Huffman 
Huizenga 
Issa 
Jackson 
Jackson Lee 
Jacobs (CA) 
Jacobs (NY) 
Jayapal 
Jeffries 
Johnson (GA) 
Johnson (LA) 
Johnson (OH) 
Johnson (SD) 
Johnson (TX) 
Jones 
Jordan 
Joyce (OH) 
Joyce (PA) 
Kahele 
Kaptur 
Katko 
Keating 
Keller 
Kelly (IL) 
Kelly (MS) 
Kelly (PA) 
Khanna 
Kildee 
Kilmer 
Kim (CA) 
Kim (NJ) 
Kind 
Kinzinger 
Kirkpatrick 
Krishnamoorthi 
Kustoff 
LaHood 
LaMalfa 
Lamb 
Lamborn 
Langevin 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Latta 
LaTurner 
Lawrence 
Lawson (FL) 
Lee (CA) 
Lee (NV) 
Leger Fernandez 
Lesko 
Letlow 
Levin (CA) 
Levin (MI) 
Lieu 
Lofgren 
Long 
Lowenthal 
Lucas 
Luetkemeyer 
Luria 
Lynch 
Mace 
Malinowski 
Malliotakis 
Maloney, 

Carolyn B. 
Maloney, Sean 
Mann 
Manning 
Massie 
Mast 
Matsui 
McBath 
McCarthy 
McCaul 
McClain 
McClintock 
McCollum 
McEachin 
McGovern 
McHenry 
McKinley 
McNerney 
Meeks 
Meijer 
Meng 
Meuser 

Mfume 
Miller (IL) 
Miller (WV) 
Miller-Meeks 
Moolenaar 
Mooney 
Moore (AL) 
Moore (UT) 
Moore (WI) 
Morelle 
Moulton 
Mrvan 
Mullin 
Murphy (FL) 
Murphy (NC) 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal 
Neguse 
Nehls 
Newhouse 
Newman 
Norcross 
Norman 
Nunes 
O’Halleran 
Obernolte 
Ocasio-Cortez 
Omar 
Owens 
Palazzo 
Pallone 
Palmer 
Panetta 
Pascrell 
Payne 
Pence 
Perlmutter 
Peters 
Pfluger 
Phillips 
Pingree 
Pocan 
Porter 
Posey 
Pressley 
Price (NC) 
Quigley 
Raskin 
Reed 
Reschenthaler 
Rice (NY) 
Rice (SC) 

Rodgers (WA) 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rose 
Rosendale 
Ross 
Rouzer 
Roy 
Roybal-Allard 
Ruiz 
Ruppersberger 
Rush 
Rutherford 
Ryan 
Salazar 
Sánchez 
Sarbanes 
Scalise 
Scanlon 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schneider 
Schrader 
Schrier 
Schweikert 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, Austin 
Scott, David 
Sessions 
Sewell 
Sherman 
Sherrill 
Simpson 
Sires 
Slotkin 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smith (WA) 
Smucker 
Soto 
Spanberger 
Spartz 
Speier 
Stansbury 
Stanton 
Stauber 
Steel 
Stefanik 
Steil 
Steube 
Stevens 
Stewart 

Strickland 
Suozzi 
Swalwell 
Takano 
Taylor 
Tenney 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Thompson (PA) 
Tiffany 
Timmons 
Titus 
Tlaib 
Tonko 
Torres (CA) 
Torres (NY) 
Trahan 
Trone 
Turner 
Underwood 
Upton 
Valadao 
Van Drew 
Van Duyne 
Vargas 
Veasey 
Velázquez 
Wagner 
Walberg 
Walorski 
Waltz 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters 
Watson Coleman 
Weber (TX) 
Webster (FL) 
Welch 
Wenstrup 
Westerman 
Wexton 
Wild 
Williams (GA) 
Williams (TX) 
Wilson (FL) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 
Womack 
Yarmuth 
Young 
Zeldin 

NOT VOTING—6 

Cheney 
Kuster 

Loudermilk 
Pappas 

Perry 
Vela 

b 1600 

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the 
bill, as amended, was passed. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

The title of the bill was amended so 
as to read: ‘‘A bill to amend title 10, 
United States Code, to make certain 
improvements to services and benefits 
for veterans and separating members of 
the Armed Forces with respect to ap-
prenticeship programs, and for other 
purposes.’’. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

MEMBERS RECORDED PURSUANT TO HOUSE 
RESOLUTION 8, 117TH CONGRESS 

Auchincloss 
(Clark (MA)) 

Blumenauer 
(Beyer) 

Carter (LA) 
(Kahele) 

DeFazio (Brown 
(MD)) 

Garcı́a (IL) 
(Ocasio-Cortez) 

Grijalva 
(Stanton) 

Herrera Beutler 
(Rodgers (WA)) 

Horsford (Allred) 
Kirkpatrick 

(Stanton) 

Lawson (FL) 
(Evans) 

Lesko (Joyce 
(PA)) 

Lowenthal 
(Beyer) 

Matsui 
(Thompson 
(CA)) 

McEachin 
(Wexton) 

Pascrell 
(Pallone) 

Payne (Pallone) 
Phillips (Jacobs 

(CA)) 
Porter (Wexton) 

Pressley 
(Bowman) 

Rice (NY) 
(Murphy (FL)) 

Roybal-Allard 
(McCollum) 

Ruiz (Aguilar) 
Rush (Quigley) 
Swalwell 

(Gomez) 
Underwood 

(Casten) 
Wilson (FL) 

(Hayes) 
Yarmuth (Beyer) 

CELEBRATING THE RELEASE OF 
DANNY FENSTER 

(Mr. LEVIN of Michigan asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. LEVIN of Michigan. Madam 
Speaker, I am thrilled to celebrate the 
release of my constituent, journalist 
Danny Fenster, who was unjustly de-
tained for 51⁄2 months by the military 
junta in Burma. 

I want to extend a heartfelt thank 
you to all those involved in securing 
Danny’s release, including: Governor 
Bill Richardson; our incredible dip-
lomats in Burma, led by Ambassador 
Tom Vajda; Special Presidential Envoy 
for Hostage Affairs, or SPEHA, Ambas-
sador Roger Carstens; the State De-
partment, from Tony Blinken on down; 
Chairman GREGORY MEEKS, and all of 
my colleagues in the House who 
stepped up. 

My heart is full for Danny’s family. 
His parents, Buddy and Rose, his broth-
er, Bryan, his amazing cousins, they 
have all shown such resilience, deter-
mination, and creativity throughout 
this difficult journey. 

I am so grateful for the powerful out-
pouring of support across Michigan and 
this entire country. Our communities 
rallied together to support Danny and 
the Fenster family. And now, by stick-
ing together and keeping the faith, we 
have brought Danny home. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Mr. Adrian 
Swann, one of his secretaries. 

f 

BIDEN’S BORDER CRISIS 

(Mr. STAUBER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. STAUBER. Madam Speaker, 
since Joe Biden took office, over 1.6 
million illegals have been apprehended 
at our southern border. In fact, over 
164,000 illegal immigrants were appre-
hended at the southern border just in 
October alone, marking the worst Oc-
tober in the history of the Department 
of Homeland Security. 

And if you think Biden’s border crisis 
is bad right now, it is about to get a 
whole lot worse. Included in Congres-
sional Democrats’ multitrillion-dollar 
socialist wish list is billions of dollars 
to green light illegal immigrant am-
nesty requests. 

And recently, we learned that the 
Biden administration is contemplating 
paying illegal immigrants who broke 
our laws up to $450,000 each. To put this 
number into perspective, $450,000 is 
nine times the median income for the 
household in the district that I rep-
resent. To even consider these payouts 
is an insult to Americans who go to 
work every day and pay their taxes. 
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Madam Speaker, these policies are 

the definition of insanity, and it is no 
surprise that the majority of Ameri-
cans think the country is headed in the 
wrong direction. It is time we change 
course and do it now. 

Rather than allowing radicals to 
drive the agenda and push policies that 
incentivize more illegal immigration, 
let’s work together to secure our bor-
der. Let’s work together to put the 
American people first. 

f 

HONORING THE SERVICE OF LIEU-
TENANT COLONEL ALEXANDER 
JEFFERSON 

(Ms. TLAIB asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. TLAIB. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in tribute to Lieutenant Colonel 
Alexander Jefferson, whose heroic serv-
ice as a Tuskegee Airman in World War 
II was recognized this week in a rededi-
cation ceremony of Jefferson Field, 
and it was done on his 100th birthday. 

A graduate of Detroit public schools, 
Alexander Jefferson pursued a military 
career and completed pilot training at 
the Tuskegee Army Airfield. 

As a fighter pilot with the Red Tail, 
332nd Fighter Group 301 Fighter Squad-
ron, his unit escorted bombers head-
first into action, bravely providing pro-
tection from vicious enemy aircraft. 
They never lost a single plane. 

On August 12, 1944, Jefferson was shot 
down and captured by the Germans and 
kept as a prisoner of war for 9 months. 
He was liberated by the American 
forces on the 29th of April, 1945, and 
discharged from Active Duty in 1947. 

After serving our country, Lieuten-
ant Colonel Jefferson continued his 
public service by becoming a science 
teacher in Detroit, where he would re-
tire as an assistant principal in 1979. 

He has numerous awards for his brav-
ery and I am honored to recognize 
Lieutenant Colonel Alexander Jeffer-
son on this celebration of service to 
our country, and wish him also a beau-
tiful, wonderful 100th birthday. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF ROSS 
TOLLESON 

(Mr. CARTER of Georgia asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today with a heavy 
heart to remember and honor Ross 
Tolleson of Perry, Georgia. 

Ross was a beloved and honored 
member of the Georgia State Senate, 
where he served from 2001–2015. Senator 
Tolleson represented the 20th Senato-
rial District, and he did so with a serv-
ant’s heart, always working to better 
those that he represented. He served on 
the Committee on Natural Resources 
and Environment, chairing the Natural 
Resources Subcommittee for Appro-
priations. 

Outside of the Senate, Ross served 
his community as a banker, an insur-
ance salesman, and a tree farmer. He 
will forever be remembered for his self-
less dedication to improving and assist-
ing our great State. 

I am thankful to have served with 
Ross and will always hold the time we 
spent together close to my heart. My 
thoughts and prayers are with his fam-
ily, friends, and all who knew him dur-
ing this most difficult time. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF HUGH 
LEATHERMAN 

(Mr. RICE of South Carolina asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. RICE of South Carolina. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to honor former 
South Carolina State Senator Hugh 
Leatherman. Senator Leatherman rep-
resented Florence, and I was proud to 
join him in many opportunities to 
serve our constituents in the Pee Dee. 

Senator Leatherman passed away re-
cently at age 90, while still holding of-
fice. He worked on behalf of South 
Carolinians nearly half his life, right 
up until his passing. And I have been 
told he even took next year’s budget 
briefing from his hospital bed, exem-
plifying his true dedication to our 
State. 

Senator Leatherman didn’t hesitate 
to work across the aisle to get things 
done for the Seventh District and all 
South Carolinians. I have always 
known him to pursue smart, reasonable 
solutions and work hard to fix prob-
lems. 

Senator Leatherman was the epitome 
of a public servant. He will be dearly 
missed in the halls of the South Caro-
lina State House, and we will remem-
ber him as an accomplished and honor-
able man. 

Rest in peace, Mr. Chairman. 
f 

AMERICAN SUPPLY CHAIN CRISIS 
(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LAMALFA. Madam Speaker, the 
American supply chain crisis has 
reached a very critical point. A record 
number of container ships are waiting 
to enter U.S. ports, especially off of 
L.A. and Long Beach. They even miss 
the trip up to Oakland sometimes, too. 

This leaves small businesses and gro-
cery stores with empty shelves. It 
leaves farmers and others that produce 
things in California and the U.S. wait-
ing and wondering if they can get their 
products on to ships. 

At the same time, reckless spending 
has caused inflation for Americans to 
skyrocket. Food on the shelves is more 
expensive. This isn’t just a problem for 
upper-class people, as some in the ad-
ministration are saying. This hits all 
Americans, especially those on fixed 
incomes, really hard. 

Now, a good thing, everyone saved 16 
cents on their Fourth of July barbecue 

that the Biden administration was 
touting recently; though Thanksgiving 
is predicted to be the most expensive 
meal in the history of the holiday this 
year. 

The current inflation rate has forced 
households to spend another $175 a 
month on food, fuel, and housing; let 
alone what is coming in the home heat-
ing oil this winter. 

Inflation has climbed over 6 percent 
in the last year, making it the worst 
year since 1990, according to the Bu-
reau of Labor Statistics. 

We need to get to work solving this 
problem for the American people, not 
focusing on unprecedented spending 
sprees. 

Happy Thanksgiving, everybody. 

f 

b 1615 

DEMOCRATS’ TAX AND SPEND 
SPREE WILL DEFRAUD AMER-
ICAN TAXPAYERS 

(Mr. ROSE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. ROSE. Madam Speaker, today, I 
stand here, in the people’s House, en-
trusted with the responsibility of en-
suring taxpayers’ hard-earned dollars 
are spent appropriately and with the 
proper oversight in place. 

Yet, this week, House Democrats are 
pushing to ram through their fatally 
flawed, partisan, multitrillion-dollar 
tax and spend package, which uses tax-
payer dollars and, no doubt, billions of 
dollars in borrowed money to fund 
their ultraliberal domestic spending 
priorities. 

The gigantic $3.5 trillion bill has ap-
parently been cut down to $1.75 tril-
lion, which is still a lot. 

What is in the $1.75 trillion tax and 
spend spree? Amnesty for illegal immi-
grants, billions for tree equity, tax 
hikes on job creators and working 
Americans, and it doesn’t end there. 

The Democrats’ package leaves out 
critical funding for the Department of 
Defense and the Department of Home-
land Security. 

Democrats have gone so far as to 
break over 40 years of tradition by 
stripping the Hyde amendment from 
their package, a longstanding bipar-
tisan provision that prevents taxpayer 
dollars from being used to fund abor-
tions. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms. 
STANSBURY). Without objection, the 
title of H.R. 147 is amended. 

There was no objection. 
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CONTINUATION OF THE NATIONAL 

EMERGENCY WITH RESPECT TO 
THE SITUATION IN NICARAGUA— 
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
OF THE UNITED STATES (H. DOC. 
NO. 117–75) 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message 
from the President of the United 
States; which was read and, together 
with the accompanying papers, referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs 
and ordered to be printed: 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides 
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, within 90 
days prior to the anniversary date of 
its declaration, the President publishes 
in the Federal Register and transmits to 
the Congress a notice stating that the 
emergency is to continue in effect be-
yond the anniversary date. In accord-
ance with this provision, I have sent to 
the Federal Register for publication the 
enclosed notice stating that the na-
tional emergency with respect to the 
situation in Nicaragua declared in Ex-
ecutive Order 13851 of November 27, 
2018, is to continue in effect beyond No-
vember 27, 2021. 

The situation in Nicaragua, including 
the violent response by the Govern-
ment of Nicaragua to the protests that 
began on April 18, 2018, and the Ortega 
regime’s systematic dismantling and 
undermining of democratic institu-
tions and the rule of law, its use of in-
discriminate violence and repressive 
tactics against civilians, as well as its 
corruption leading to the destabiliza-
tion of Nicaragua’s economy, continues 
to pose an unusual and extraordinary 
threat to the national security and for-
eign policy of the United States. For 
this reason, I have determined that it 
is necessary to continue the national 
emergency declared in Executive Order 
13851 with respect to the situation in 
Nicaragua. 

JOSEPH R. BIDEN, Jr.
THE WHITE HOUSE, November 16, 2021. 

f 

DEMOCRATS DELIVERED ON 
INFRASTRUCTURE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2021, the gentleman from Penn-
sylvania (Mr. CARTWRIGHT) is recog-
nized for 60 minutes as the designee of 
the majority leader. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Madam Speaker, 

I ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on the subject of my Special Order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Madam Speaker, 

to honor the memory of a 104-year-old 
hero of World War II and a survivor of 

the infamous Bataan Death March, I 
yield to the gentleman from South 
Carolina (Mr. DUNCAN). 

MOMENT OF SILENCE HONORING BRIGADIER 
GENERAL BEN SKARDON 

Mr. DUNCAN. Madam Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman for yielding be-
cause I know that he, too, works hard 
for our Nation’s veterans and the men 
and women who serve in the United 
States military. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today to com-
mend and recognize a World War II and 
Korean war veteran, Colonel Ben 
Skardon, who was notified last week 
that he was set to receive an honorary 
promotion to the rank of Brigadier 
General. 

After months of coordination and 
conversations between my office, the 
Department of the Army, the Depart-
ment of Defense, Congress, and the 
family of Colonel Skardon, the Army 
and DOD have concurred with my rec-
ommendation and, in an extremely 
rare circumstance, approved Colonel 
Skardon’s promotion to the rank of 
Brigadier General. 

Very few American soldiers ever re-
ceive this honor in this manner, and it 
is well deserved on behalf of Colonel 
Skardon for his brave military service 
to our country. 

Now, let me just tell you that Colo-
nel Skardon served in World War II, 
and he was in the Philippines as com-
mander of Company A of the 92nd In-
fantry Regiment Philippine Army and 
led his troops through some of the 
fiercest days of World War II in the 
South Pacific. 

After the surrender of tens of thou-
sands of Filipino and U.S. soldiers to 
Japanese forces on April 9, 1942, 
Skardon was forced into the infamous 
Bataan Death March. For 65 miles, 
Skardon and many others were forced 
to walk, suffering physical abuse, fa-
tigue, and the mental exhaustion of 
watching the death of many fellow 
prisoners. 

Colonel Skardon survived this hor-
rific march because of his perseverance 
and commitment to his will to live. 
Skardon’s strength and will continued 
for the 1,255 days he spent in Japanese 
prison as a prisoner of war. 

He defied all odds with the help of 
two fellow Clemson University grad-
uates who spoon-fed him and made sure 
he was safe from Japanese guards. 
Skardon managed to keep hidden his 
Clemson ring. As a Clemson alumnus 
who wears his ring proudly, I under-
stand the sacrifice that he made to 
keep that hidden. 

He and his fellow alumni made the 
tough decision to trade Colonel 
Skardon’s gold Clemson ring for food 
and medicine, which ultimately saved 
his life. With the help of his fellow sol-
diers and his pawned ring, he recov-
ered. 

Skardon also survived the sinking of 
two unmarked hell ships, prisoner of 
war ships, that were transporting 
POWs to mainland Japan. Not just one 
but two prison ships were sunk by the 
United States military. 

At 24 years old and only 90 pounds, he 
was finally liberated in Manchuria by 
Russian units in 1945. 

After World War II, he went on to 
serve our Nation in the Korean war, re-
tiring with the rank of colonel in 1962. 

His leadership skills were exemplified 
by his continued military involvement 
with the young men and women in 
ROTC at Clemson who wanted to go on 
and serve in our military. Colonel 
Skardon would mentor them about 
what they faced. 

For all of his valor, endurance, and 
suffering in World War II, he was 
awarded two Silver Stars and two 
Bronze Stars for valor. He was a Purple 
Heart recipient and a Congressional 
Gold Medal recipient. 

When he retired, he continued his life 
of service as a professor at Clemson 
University for nearly 20 years. He 
earned several esteemed citizen and ci-
vilian awards, including the Clemson 
Medallion, Clemson University’s high-
est honor; the Alumni Distinguished 
Service Award, the Clemson Alumni 
Association’s highest honor; and from 
the State of South Carolina, the Order 
of the Palmetto. 

His life of perseverance and selfless 
leadership exemplified what it means 
not only to be a United States soldier 
but a true American hero. 

Colonel Skardon was informed of the 
promotion that he received from colo-
nel to brigadier general just this week-
end. Colonel Skardon was 104 years old. 
He passed away last night. 

Working to secure his promotion to 
brigadier general is one of the most 
humbling acts that I have undertaken 
during my time in Congress, and I have 
no doubt that divine intervention was 
responsible for ensuring that he 
learned of this great honor that our 
country bestowed upon him before his 
passing. 

My thoughts and prayers are with his 
family and the Clemson community 
during this time. He will be deeply 
missed, but he will never be forgotten. 

To the family of General Ben 
Skardon, and to Ben, Godspeed. We ap-
preciate your service to our great Na-
tion. You wore that Clemson ring 
proudly. Clemson honored you. I honor 
you today, and I thank you for your 
service to our great Nation. Godspeed. 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Madam Speaker, 
I thank Representative DUNCAN for 
that fine tribute, and I ask, in har-
mony with Congressman DUNCAN, that 
this House observe a moment of silence 
in honor of the memory of this World 
War II hero, Colonel Ben Skardon. 

Madam Speaker, this week, Demo-
crats delivered on infrastructure. 

Over the past number of years, we 
have had infrastructure week after in-
frastructure week. Eventually, infra-
structure week became a joke. 

Now, under the current administra-
tion, we have made good on our prom-
ise to rebuild the arteries of America. 
We have delivered a once-in-a-century 
investment in all the infrastructure 
that makes our Nation run. 
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It is the kind of investment that will 

create millions of good-paying jobs and 
make our Nation more competitive 
with every other country in the world. 

When President Biden signed into 
law this bill, this act, yesterday, it was 
the largest investment in rebuilding 
bridges since the construction of the 
Interstate Highway System, the larg-
est Federal investment in passenger 
rail since the original establishment of 
Amtrak, and the largest investment in 
clean drinking water in American his-
tory. 

So important for my district in 
northeastern Pennsylvania, this will 
put northeastern Pennsylvania back on 
the passenger rail map, bring 
broadband internet to every rural area 
in my district, and support our efforts 
to reclaim all the abandoned mine land 
sites that have scarred our landscape 
for decades and fouled our water-
courses for that length of time as well. 

It will create millions of jobs, good- 
paying jobs, American jobs, union jobs, 
jobs that cannot be outsourced across 
the ocean. 

This is truly a transformative law 
that will help us build a stronger mid-
dle class and a brighter future for our 
entire Nation. 

What we are here to talk about this 
evening is what it means to us, this 
kind of investment, this kind of belief 
in our future here in America, what it 
means to us individually, in our par-
ticular districts. 

I have here this evening my fellow 
Pennsylvanian from the Second Con-
gressional District of Pennsylvania, 
Representative BRENDAN BOYLE. 

Madam Speaker, I yield to the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
BRENDAN F. BOYLE) so he can tell us 
what it means to him that we have 
made this historic investment in Amer-
ica. 

Mr. BRENDAN F. BOYLE of Pennsyl-
vania. Madam Speaker, the last Presi-
dent made the term ‘‘infrastructure 
week’’ a running joke. Under President 
Biden and Democrats in Congress, in-
frastructure decade is now a reality. 

That decade officially began yester-
day afternoon when my colleague and I 
and many others were over on the 
South Lawn of the White House to 
watch President Biden sign into law 
this historic investment in our Na-
tion’s infrastructure. 

There are two points that I want to 
make about it. First, this was abso-
lutely needed. Both the International 
Council of Engineers as well as the 
American Council of Engineers rated 
the state of America’s infrastructure 
anywhere as good as a C-minus to as 
bad as an F, depending on the given 
year. 

If you went back a century ago, the 
United States of America was the un-
questioned leader in infrastructure. 
That is how we were able to build the 
American century. The fact that a cen-
tury later we don’t lead in that area 
should bother all of us as Americans. 

I want America to be number one. 
That is what we are called to do, to 

lead. Yet, the state of our infrastruc-
ture over years and years and decades 
had been allowed to fall behind. Well, 
not anymore. That is point number 
one, that it is needed. 

b 1630 

Point number two, what it will 
produce is jobs. Frankly, the bipartisan 
infrastructure deal is a blue-collar 
blueprint for America. 

My family’s background is one that 
is typical of so many of us in Philadel-
phia—blue-collar, working-class back-
ground. There used to be jobs aplenty if 
you didn’t have a college education, 
but the reality is, as the United States 
and most of the West has transformed 
into a knowledge economy, if you are a 
blue-collar American, the last several 
decades have not been that good for 
you. 

Well, here is a piece of legislation to 
address that, to create millions of jobs 
that don’t require a college degree. 

I passionately believe, as cofounder 
and co-chair of the Blue Collar Caucus, 
that it is not sufficient to say to a 
whole swath of Americans: Well, if you 
don’t have a higher education, too bad. 
Just go get retrained, figure it out on 
your own. 

That is not good enough. We are 
talking about millions and millions of 
Americans who deserve to have family- 
sustaining jobs, who are smart, who 
are hard working. They just need their 
government to invest more in them, to 
create those opportunities. 

Well, sure enough, that is exactly 
what this bill does. My colleague, my 
fellow Pennsylvanian went down the 
list of the investments that we are 
making: Roads, bridges, rail, mass 
transit, replacing lead pipes, high- 
speed internet. The list goes on and on. 
It is an investment in America and our 
people. 

I am very proud that I voted in favor 
of this legislation, proud to have 
worked with my colleagues and this 
President to make this a reality. 

And, finally, I do just want to pay a 
special thanks to the 19 Senate Repub-
licans and 13 House Republicans who 
did the right thing and joined with us. 
Obviously, the overwhelming majority 
of votes for this legislation came from 
Democrats, but it really says some-
thing in this highly partisan time that 
we were able to get a significant num-
ber of friends from the other side of the 
aisle to join with us and do the right 
thing on this piece of legislation. 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Will the gen-
tleman yield for a question? 

Mr. BRENDAN F. BOYLE of Pennsyl-
vania. Yes. 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. You mentioned 
being number one and competing. What 
are you talking about, being number 
one, on what list? And who do we have 
to compete with? 

Mr. BRENDAN F. BOYLE of Pennsyl-
vania. Let’s face it, we are in a world-
wide competition, especially against 
China. And let me be clear, I am speak-
ing about the Chinese Government, not 

its people. The Chinese regime does not 
share our values. It is not committed 
to democracy. Far from it. President 
Xi or dictator-for-life Xi actually chal-
lenges whether or not democracy will 
survive. We know that China, through 
its Belt and Road Initiative, is making 
infrastructure investments not only in 
China but in other parts of the world 
because they want to gain a foothold. 

I feel passionately about this. As a 
proud American, I make no apologies 
for the fact that I want us to be num-
ber one in the world. But I believe that 
it is actually best, not just for the 
United States, but best for all people in 
the world who yearn to breathe free. 

This infrastructure bill will help us 
not just domestically, but I do believe 
that as the United States grows, as we 
grow our economy, as we make an in-
vestment in people for whom the mod-
ern economy has not necessarily been a 
good deal, I believe we will help set a 
shining example to the rest of the 
world. 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Madam Speaker, 
I thank Congressman BOYLE for his in-
sights about the competition aspect. 

By delivering this infrastructure bill 
yesterday afternoon, as we did, Demo-
crats are delivering millions of good- 
paying union jobs, jobs that will put 
pipefitters and plumbers to work re-
placing lead water pipes so every child 
in America can drink clean water. No 
more will we have the Flint, Michigans 
where little kids get poisoned by lead 
in their drinking water, because we are 
going to rip out all that 100-year-old 
piping with the lead in it so that won’t 
happen again. 

We will transform roads, rail, 
bridges, public transit, modernize our 
ports and airports and freight rail, 
manufacture solar panels, wind farms, 
batteries, electric vehicles to grow 
clean energy supply chains that we can 
export to the rest of the world. 

This is a transformational moment 
not only for the American economy but 
for the American future and the Amer-
ican people. 

Madam Speaker, I yield to the gen-
tlewoman from the 4th Congressional 
District of Pennsylvania, Congress-
woman MADELEINE DEAN, to elucidate 
further on what it means that we en-
acted this law yesterday afternoon. So 
far it is all Pennsylvanians. 

Ms. DEAN. Madam Speaker, I am so 
excited about this bill that I have gone 
hoarse talking about it, so I apologize 
for my gravelly voice, but it is not 
from any lack of enthusiasm for the bi-
partisan infrastructure bill, which is 
really a jobs bill. 

I want to just commend my col-
leagues from Pennsylvania and from 
around the country, as we fought for 
this bill, as we fought for this infra-
structure investment, and as we voted 
on it, and then yesterday had the his-
toric day of watching our President 
sign it into law. 

Madam Speaker, it was 10 years ago 
that I first ran for public office. I ran 
for township commissioner, and what I 
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said then was that I wanted to build a 
more buildable, walkable, commutable, 
bikeable infrastructure for my older- 
ring suburb of Philadelphia. 

Little did I know that I would then 
go on to serve as State representative 
for 61⁄2 years. My proudest vote as a 
State representative was Act 89 of 2013, 
a bipartisan, multiyear investment in 
our infrastructure. My proudest vote. 

And look at us today. We now have 
the chance to make this much-needed 
investment in Pennsylvania and across 
the country in every district where dol-
lars will be flowing to modernize our 
infrastructure, to make it greener. 

Here are just some of the estimates 
for what will be coming to Pennsyl-
vania: 

$11.3 billion to upgrade roads and 
highways. We know that in my older- 
ring suburb our highways, our roads 
are in grave need of upgrading for safe-
ty and other purposes; 

$2.8 billion for public transportation. 
Again, in my suburbs, we rely upon 
public transportation, and we want it 
to be more reliable so that more people 
will be using it with ease to protect our 
climate and our streets; 

$1.4 billion in safe drinking water. 
Again, incredibly important across this 
country, whether from lead pipes, or 
from, as in my district and many oth-
ers, the contamination of PFAS; 

$244 million investment in weather-
ization to our homes; 

$1.6 billion toward improving bridges. 
Pennsylvania sadly has a historic num-
ber of bridges in need of reconstruction 
or replacement; 

$100 million to expand broadband ac-
cess; and 

$355 million to modernize airport in-
frastructure. 

There is so much we will be able to 
do with this bipartisan investment in 
our infrastructure. 

Know also that it is about growing 
jobs, good jobs, jobs of the future, and 
it is also anti-inflationary, which is 
something I know all of my constitu-
ents care about. 

I will end maybe on my grand-
children. I am so excited, and I will be 
telling them for years about the chance 
to work on the bipartisan infrastruc-
ture bill, the chance to vote for it, and 
the chance to stand alongside the 
President as he signed this 50-, 60-year 
investment in their futures. I hope 
they will be as proud as I am of the 
President and all of us for getting it 
done. 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Will the gentle-
woman yield for a question? 

Ms. DEAN. Certainly. 
Mr. CARTWRIGHT. It is a sad ques-

tion, I have to say, because we call it 
the bipartisan Infrastructure Invest-
ment and Jobs Act, but the truth is, 
despite their best efforts to claim cred-
it in local news across the country, 206 
House Republicans voted against this 
bill. They voted against good-paying 
American jobs, they voted against 
roads, bridges, and rail systems, water 
systems and sewer systems, against 

broadband, and clean drinking water. 
They voted against the tools that we 
need to compete and win in the global 
economy as Representative BOYLE 
pointed out. 

My question is why? Why would they 
vote against this belief in our country, 
this investment in our future? Why 
would they vote against it? 

Ms. DEAN. I certainly don’t know 
what is in their heart or what is in 
their vote. But I will say that these 
were infrastructure investments that 
these very same Representatives 
fought for under the previous adminis-
tration. They enthusiastically em-
braced week, after week, after week, 
after week as Infrastructure Week. 

I hope this is not the case, but sadly 
it seems as though the investments in 
their communities came down to a po-
litical choice because, as you have 
heard some people say—and they com-
plain about this, but it is only testi-
mony to the power of this bill—that 
this will actually perhaps give Demo-
crats a win. 

We didn’t do it for a win. We did it 
for a win for the American people, for 
our infrastructure, and for our future, 
but there is some awareness on the 
other side of the aisle that this is po-
litically damaging to them. Sad to say. 

I do believe that it will be interesting 
to be at all the ribbon cuttings, and I 
hope in a bipartisan way all Members 
are at the ribbon cuttings because of 
the difference this will make, and it 
will be up to them to decide why they 
did vote ‘‘no.’’ 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Madam Speaker, 
I thank Congresswoman MADELEINE 
DEAN of the 4th Congressional District 
of Pennsylvania. 

This bill does so much, and we are so 
proud here tonight to talk about it. It 
is a win for the American people no 
matter which way you slice it. 

Building out our first ever national 
network of charging stations so fami-
lies can travel coast to coast in elec-
tric vehicles, making high-speed inter-
net available and affordable for every 
household in America, especially those 
rural, hard-to-get-to places, cleaning 
up brownfields and Superfund sites, as 
well as plugging, as I said before, aban-
doned mine lands and orphan wells to 
stop pollution and protect public 
health and to build up our resistance to 
superstorms, droughts, wildfires, and 
hurricanes that cost us billions of dol-
lars in damage, $99 billion last year 
alone. 

This bipartisan infrastructure deal is 
a blue-collar blueprint to rebuild 
America, and a majority of these jobs, 
as Representative BOYLE pointed out, 
do not require a college degree. 

So the question is, what does it mean 
to us? What does it mean to us that we 
have passed this magnificent, enor-
mous investment in American infra-
structure, this belief in our Nation’s 
future? 

Madam Speaker, I yield to the gen-
tleman from Rhode Island (Mr. 
CICILLINE) to describe what it means to 
him and his 1st District constituents. 

Mr. CICILLINE. Madam Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman for yielding and 
for convening this Special Order hour. 

The impact of this legislation is sig-
nificant in my home State of Rhode Is-
land and all across our country. The 
United States has the largest economy 
in the world, yet our roads and bridges 
are crumbling, our ports and airports 
are in disrepair, over 10 million house-
holds do not have safe drinking water. 
This is unacceptable. 

We cannot compete in a global econ-
omy unless we can move goods, serv-
ices, and information to compete in the 
21st century. 

The bipartisan infrastructure bill 
which President Biden signed, and we 
worked hard to pass, invests $550 bil-
lion in new funding to bring America’s 
infrastructure into the 21st century so 
that we cannot only improve the qual-
ity of life, grow our economy, create 
millions of good-paying jobs, but also 
to ensure that we can compete glob-
ally. 

This legislation, which the President 
signed yesterday, includes the largest 
ever Federal investments in public 
transit, clean drinking water and 
wastewater infrastructure, and clean 
energy transmission and electric vehi-
cle infrastructure. It includes the larg-
est investment in passenger rail since 
the creation of Amtrak, and the largest 
dedicated bridge investment since we 
built the Interstate Highway System. 

This legislation will create millions 
of good-paying union jobs while also 
addressing the critical infrastructure 
needs of our country and of my home 
State of Rhode Island. 

This monumental investment in in-
frastructure is the first part of a plan 
to not only create good-paying jobs but 
to ensure Americans have the support 
they need to succeed in those jobs. 
Combined with the Build Back Better 
Act, these two historic bills will create 
11⁄2 million good-paying jobs each year 
over the next decade and accelerate 
America’s path to full employment. 

b 1645 

For Rhode Island with this bill en-
acted into law, we will see $2.5 billion 
coming straight to Rhode Island to 
help fix our roads and bridges, replace 
lead pipes, improve our public trans-
portation system, and increase 
broadband access. And that is not to 
mention the billions of dollars in dedi-
cated funding for Amtrak’s Northeast 
corridor, which will certainly benefit 
Rhode Islanders and all of us in New 
England. 

Our State has the highest percentage 
of structurally deficient bridges in the 
country. In 2019, 22.3 percent of our 
bridges were structurally deficient. In 
2020, our State’s infrastructure was 
given a C minus by the American Soci-
ety of Civil Engineers. 

This is unacceptable and unsafe. 
The funding streams that this legis-

lation will provide are the following: 
$1.5 billion for Federal aid highway ap-
portioned programs; $242 million for 
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bridge replacement and repairs in 
Rhode Island; $272 million to improve 
public transportation in Rhode Island; 
$23 million to support expansion of the 
State’s electric vehicle charging net-
work in Rhode Island; $100 million to 
expand broadband connectivity, includ-
ing providing access to the 14,000 Rhode 
Islanders who currently lack it; and 
247,000 Rhode Islanders, 24 percent of 
Rhode Island, will be eligible for the 
Affordable Connectivity Benefit to help 
working families afford internet ac-
cess; $2 million to protect against 
wildfires; $10.9 million to protect 
against cyberattacks; $378 million to 
improve water infrastructure; and $45 
million for our airports. 

These are significant, historic invest-
ments in rebuilding the infrastructure 
of our State, and the same thing is 
happening in States all across Amer-
ica. 

I salute the President for his strong 
leadership. I salute my colleagues that 
worked so hard on this legislation. It is 
going to help ensure that America can 
compete again in the global economy. 

And most importantly, it will im-
prove the quality of our lives for our 
constituents. It will improve our econ-
omy. It will grow good-paying jobs. 
And it will make America proud of the 
quality of its infrastructure once 
again. 

I want to end by particularly ac-
knowledging the men and women in 
the building trades who are going to do 
this work; and do it with such pride 
that they are not only going to im-
prove our economy, but also improve 
our quality of life. I salute all of the 
men and women in the building trades. 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. You also men-
tioned competition, and Congressman 
BOYLE brought that up. And you also 
mentioned how much is going into 
broadband internet availability in 
Rhode Island. 

How does that affect competition and 
the ability of Rhode Islanders to com-
pete? 

Mr. CICILLINE. Will the gentleman 
yield? 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. I yield to the 
gentleman from Rhode Island. 

Mr. CICILLINE. Madam Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman for the question. 

I think when you look at particularly 
what we experienced during COVID, we 
saw some of the difficulties that fami-
lies—particularly families with young 
children—had in accessing the internet 
so they could receive school instruc-
tion. And the reality is you need inter-
net connections to access the world 
and to be able to communicate and be 
able to learn in the 21st century. 

And there were young people who 
were actually going to parking lots of 
McDonald’s and other places that 
might have internet to do their home-
work. That can’t happen in America. 

And so we want to ensure that re-
building our infrastructure provides 
opportunities for every single young 
person in this country to realize their 
full potential. Because we are not just 

competing with the kid next door, we 
are competing with kids in China, 
Japan, and all over the world. 

We want to ensure that we have an 
infrastructure to support the economic 
growth we need. We also want to en-
sure that we can deliver goods, serv-
ices, and information in the 21st cen-
tury and that we are training young 
people and educating young people and 
training workers to compete success-
fully. You can’t do that without infra-
structure to support that development, 
that knowledge, and the work that 
needs to be done. 

You think of the experiences we saw 
during COVID. It made it very clear 
that we needed to move quickly. Our 
competitors around the world are in-
vesting tens of billions of dollars in in-
frastructure. They are competing di-
rectly with us. 

This is a race for the 21st century and 
a race we are going to win in large part 
because we are finally investing in 
America’s infrastructure. 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Madam Speaker, 
I think Mr. CICILLINE is right. I think 
competition is maybe the biggest point 
of the bipartisan Infrastructure Invest-
ment and Jobs Act. Competition that 
will not only grease the skids for our 
companies to bring their products to 
market and to innovate and to compete 
with companies all over the world, but 
maybe more importantly, to allow our 
individuals—as Mr. CICILLINE just 
pointed out—to make the most of 
themselves. 

It was about 80 years ago that we had 
the Rural Electrification Act in the 
United States, and it did pretty much 
the same thing with electricity because 
you had pockets, little corners of 
America, rural places mostly, that 
didn’t have electric power. And to 
think how far they would have been 
left behind if 80 years ago the govern-
ment didn’t make the effort to include 
all of America as we moved forward 
into the modern age of electricity; it is 
the same thing with internet 
connectivity, isn’t it? 

Mr. CICILLINE. Absolutely. 
Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Madam Speaker, 

another thing we did in the past to in-
vest in ourselves was the Eisenhower 
Interstate Highway System. This was 
something that the greatest generation 
did, Madam Speaker. They came back 
from World War II—we just honored a 
World War II hero of the Bataan Death 
March—but these folks came home 
from all of the privations and sacrifices 
and suffering that they went through 
in the war, and what did they do? They 
sacrificed more for us for the future, 
what was then the future, what is now 
us. They sacrificed for us. They built 
the Eisenhower Interstate Highway 
System. 

What did it do? It greased the skids 
for American companies, enabled com-
panies to bring their products to mar-
ket faster and more cheaply and in a 
way that enabled them to compete 
with every other country in the world. 

This is the kind of investment that 
makes America win in competitions all 
over the world. 

You don’t have to be an engineer to 
understand these things. You don’t 
have to be a mechanical engineer to 
know that this is exactly what we need 
to be doing in the United States of 
America these days. It was a wonder 
that it took until now. 

Certainly, my entire time in Con-
gress I have been waiting for a major 
infrastructure bill to come through to 
beef up our roads and our bridges; our 
water systems and our sewer systems; 
our broadband internet; and move us 
into the next century to compete with 
China, Europe, Russia, and all of the 
places that would do away with us if 
they could beat us. 

It was just yesterday afternoon that 
this bill, the bipartisan Infrastructure 
Investment and Jobs Act, was signed 
into law on the south lawn of the 
White House. And who was sitting next 
to me in the chair to my left, but Rep-
resentative PAUL TONKO of the 20th 
District of New York, who happens to 
be a mechanical engineer, and he 
knows one or two things about making 
things work; making them work bet-
ter, more efficiently, faster, and cheap-
er. 

What does it mean to you, Represent-
ative TONKO, that we pass this bipar-
tisan Infrastructure Investment and 
Jobs Act? 

Madam Speaker, I yield to the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. TONKO). 

Mr. TONKO. Madam Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman for leading us in this 
discussion this evening. 

So what does the infrastructure bill 
mean to my district, mean to me? I 
think it is sharpening our competitive 
edge. 

And when you are out there func-
tioning in a global economy, we may 
not be the only force out there as we 
were decades ago, and so sharpening 
that pencil and making certain we cut 
costs, costs for families, costs for pro-
duction, and providing for resources 
that will put the tools in the kit that 
are required for a 21st century econ-
omy is what it is all about. We have 
back-burnered infrastructure for far 
too long. 

Having been here now, this is my 13th 
year in Congress, infrastructure is not 
a Democratic or Republican idea. Peo-
ple have been talking about it in both 
Chambers in both parties for a long 
time. And every week in the last ad-
ministration was infrastructure week. 

But finally it took leadership. 
President Biden, with his experience 

of almost four decades in the Senate 
and serving as Vice President, knew 
about those relationships. He knew 
that you had to negotiate across party 
lines, you had to negotiate across 
House lines to make certain that work-
ing with his administration and with 
his cabinet officials we would come up 
with a blueprint for a sound economy. 
And that is exactly what happened 
here. 
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Yesterday’s bill signing was exciting. 

We were sitting together on that south 
lawn. 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. It was chilly. 
Mr. TONKO. It was chilly and windy, 

so it felt even chillier than it was. But 
what was so important to recognize 
and to consume was that what you had 
here was a President who is in the likes 
of Abraham Lincoln, who built an 
intercontinental rail system; President 
Teddy Roosevelt, who set up a National 
Parks System; President Dwight Eisen-
hower, who set up the Interstate High-
way System. This person stands as a 
giant when it comes to infrastructure 
now, someone who brought us together; 
and it wasn’t talk on and on, it was ne-
gotiations. And finally now the first 
step in this process, the huge downpay-
ment on our infrastructure, is very 
vital. 

So to me it is about competition, but 
it is also about hope, providing a spirit 
of hope for working families in this 
country to know that there is a bolder 
tomorrow. 

I liken our country to the pioneer 
spirit. I think it is part of our DNA. We 
showed again that there is spirit, spirit 
to embrace invention and innovation 
as we are going through R&D dollars to 
develop more efficiency and effective-
ness with wind power. 

We are going to invest in my State 
and across the 50 States in infrastruc-
ture that ranges from roads and 
bridges to ports, making them more se-
cure, more equipped for the modern 
economy, making certain that we are 
providing for a response to the trans-
portation sector for climate’s sake. 

This allows us to be better stewards 
in protecting our planet, making cer-
tain the next generations that follow 
us will have a better world. That is 
done by us making certain that in my 
State where there are those nonattain-
ment areas, in accordance with the 
Clean Air Act, they will now clean up 
that air that they breathe; the water 
that they drink; the soils that they can 
restore. That is part of an economic re-
sponse. 

And as we restore some of those 
sites—many of them are in commu-
nities of color, neighborhoods of Brown 
and Black people, who will now prosper 
because they will remediate these soils 
and now go forward with opportunities 
for work. 

So this is about putting people to 
work. The jobs that will be part of this 
will be tremendous. And it is just a 
green light to go forward and really 
focus on our efforts as we travel for-
ward to invest in those dynamics that 
truly matter. 

I look at my State, they are sched-
uled to receive approximately—we are 
still working out the numbers—some 
$30 million to build our airports into a 
stronger bit of infrastructure. Impor-
tant in international travel. Making 
certain that we invest in the Northeast 
corridor with Amtrak. Our rail system 
requires, for safety sake and ridership 
time, an investment. And so those dol-

lars of some $66 billion will be going to-
wards Amtrak. $100 billion going to-
ward roads and bridges in this country. 
Making certain that we address one of 
the issues very important to the sub-
committee that I chair, the Sub-
committee on Environment and Cli-
mate Change, that reports to the 
standing Committee on Energy and 
Commerce, that subcommittee under 
its umbrella has the responsibilities of 
implementing the Safe Drinking Water 
Act. And what we found is that we need 
to invest heavily in our drinking water 
infrastructure. 

Think of it, the spaghetti below our 
communities, below our feet, is so crit-
ical in getting a commodity that is es-
sential, sound, pristine drinking water 
to industry, to homes, to schools. That 
begins and ends with sound infrastruc-
ture. 

And some of this infrastructure, Rep-
resentative CARTWRIGHT, is dating back 
to the days of Rutherford B. Hayes in 
the White House. 

We are not content with our phones 
because they are outdated, and we have 
had them 2 years. We are not content 
with our TV screen because it is not 
large enough. We are tired of the miles 
on the car or the color of it, so we get 
a new vehicle. But we are content to 
sit there with 100-year-old pipes that 
are providing an essential commodity 
for this economy and for the safety of 
people in their homes and in schools. 

So this is about investing $55 billion 
in lead pipe removal, which is going to 
put a lot of pipefitters and plumbers 
into working situations as they replace 
these pipes. No child, no family should 
be drinking water that is lead infested. 
And for us to know that there are 10,000 
pipes actively serving communities 
across this country, it is far past time 
to respond to that replacement mecha-
nism, which this bill does. 

So, obviously, I am listening to the 
colloquy you have had with so many of 
our colleagues tonight, and we can go 
on and on about the benefits of this 
bill. There are tremendous benefits 
that put people to work in union jobs 
so that they will be given a salary, a 
check, a paycheck that is commensu-
rate with the skill and the talent they 
bring for all of us as Americans. 

b 1700 

And putting people to work, stronger 
stewardship of our planet, and innova-
tion concepts that will take us to the 
next economy of the 21st century, 
these are all virtuous outcomes. And 
how 206 Members of this House could 
vote against infrastructure when they 
talked about it, they touted it for 
years. But they were okay to support a 
tax cut that went to the 1 percent of 
wealth of this country and some of the 
largest corporations in the world. But 
for the working families, for the mid-
dle class community of this country, 
for those looking to ascend the middle 
class, there was a ‘‘no’’ vote, while you 
could have made it so competitive, 
sharpen that competitive edge, give us 

the skills and the talents and the re-
sources we need, making certain we go 
forward with a sense of hope, a spirit of 
hope that we can do, that we can em-
brace that pioneer spirit of this coun-
try. 

Madam Speaker, the President yes-
terday said to the President of China, I 
believe it was, when he asked him, 
What is America? How would you de-
fine it? 

Possibilities. Opportunity. Possi-
bility. Pioneer spirit. All of that comes 
together in one venue that is enabled 
by these bills that are going to address 
infrastructure. And that bill signing 
yesterday for that infrastructure bill, 
that was a powerful statement, a pow-
erful moment. One that says ‘‘can do.’’ 
Yes, America. We are back. We are 
going to make certain that all of the 
good work that is done will improve 
our economy, strengthen our economy, 
and provide for a competitive edge that 
will keep us the strong economy in the 
world that we ought to be. 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. It is an afternoon 
we won’t soon forget. 

Mr. TONKO. Not at all. 
Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Will the gen-

tleman yield for a question? 
Mr. TONKO. Absolutely. 
Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Well now, of 

course, the press has noted with inter-
est that it took us weeks and months 
to sort out all the details and finally 
get it to the White House for signature. 

Here is my question: Contrast those 
weeks and months with how long will 
this country benefit from the bipar-
tisan Infrastructure Investment and 
Jobs Act? How long? 

Mr. TONKO. Oh my gosh, this is gen-
erational. We haven’t seen this kind of 
investment in ages. So when we look 
back at that interstate railroad sys-
tem, we look back at the park system, 
we look back at the interstate issues, 
these are infrastructure investments 
that are still providing for us. 

I look at some of the work that came 
under President Franklin Roosevelt’s 
administration and the infrastructure 
in my district, phenomenal schools 
that are like fortresses that are part of 
the cityscape, the landscape of any 
community that are still tremendous 
bits of architecture that are serving a 
very useful purpose. 

When we think about the Rural Elec-
trification Act of about a century ago, 
people are still prospering from that 
connection. As you called it, the pock-
ets that were unserved or underserved. 

So this is going to be a lifetime and 
beyond for even the youngest of our 
communities, as we celebrated yester-
day. 

We look at the broadband that is also 
part of this process, how can you allow 
for communities to go unserved or un-
derserved. This is about children doing 
their homework. This is about cottage 
industry surviving and growing. This is 
about security for those who live in re-
mote rural areas or in some poor neigh-
borhoods. This is a connection with the 
outside world. So the connection that 
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comes with this via rail, via airports, 
via jobs, via infrastructure, via water 
systems that will serve us well. 

I remember being back in the begin-
ning of my elected capacity in a county 
government situation. We were much 
stronger in our response to water. 
Today, we are at about 41⁄2 percent of 
any project—41⁄2 percent is contributed 
from the Federal Government. It is 
time to change that. 

And you know what, the message 
that I think is important also, Rep-
resentative CARTWRIGHT, is that these 
issues, these concerns, these needs— 
and they are needs—don’t go away. So 
either pay for them at a Federal level 
where there are much more progressive 
opportunities to create the revenues— 
and by the way, this is all paid for, 
which is a great highlight—but we had 
those more progressive opportunities 
for revenues rather than relying on a 
property tax as it percolates down into 
the most local of levels and say, Okay, 
you need this water, dig into the purse 
for the property tax. Unfair. Unaccept-
able. 

So we are here now celebrating what 
can be a golden moment. It was just 
great to gather together yesterday and 
see mayors of both parties, see gov-
ernors of both parties, see the cabinet 
officials, seeing union labor, seeing the 
private sector, seeing the faith commu-
nity, all gathering together applauding 
and recognizing the leadership, the pro-
found leadership of President Biden, 
Vice President HARRIS, their Cabinet, 
and certainly those who voted for the 
measure in the Senate and in the 
House here in Washington. 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Will the gen-
tleman yield for another question? 

Mr. TONKO. Sure. 
Mr. CARTWRIGHT. So we have all 

been seeing these images of 75, 80 cargo 
ships off the coast of California, Long 
Beach, Los Angeles, waiting to get in 
because we are starting up our econ-
omy after the pandemic was shut down. 
Obviously, it is not something we went 
to school for—shutting down an Amer-
ican economy and starting it back up— 
but that is what we are doing, and we 
are muddling through it. And there are 
some painful price hikes here and there 
because of it—hard to say how long 
they will go on. 

But the one thing that struck me was 
all of those containerships full, they 
told me that it takes 7,000 tractor- 
trailers to unload a containership. 
That is 7,000 containers on a ship, and 
over 70 or 80 ships out there in the har-
bor. All of these manufactured goods 
coming from China. 

And it said to me, we read about the 
trade imbalance, we learn about the 
trade imbalance, we learn that China is 
out-manufacturing us and we are buy-
ing their goods. But, man, until you 
see those ships out in the harbor off-
shore, it doesn’t really hit home how 
much they are beating us at manufac-
turing. What does this bill do to ad-
dress that? 

Mr. TONKO. Well, of course, we are 
modernizing our ports. We are modern-

izing our roads and bridges. We are 
making certain that we have a state- 
of-the-art grid for electricity sake so 
that as you integrate renewables, and 
integrate distributed generation; you 
need that state-of-the-art grid. So all 
of this investment, starting with the 
modernization of the ports allows us to 
take this in. 

You brought up a really good point. 
This pandemic rocked this economy 
here in the U.S. and around the world 
in a way that we haven’t seen in over 
100 years. And for us now to be experi-
encing this aftermath shouldn’t be a 
surprise. People are staying home not 
spending. They didn’t go shopping; 
they were afraid, as they should be. 
They were warned not to go into stores 
and spread the virus. 

So it rocked the economy. And so 
there was a supply that was building, 
and the demand was way down. And 
now we are trying to steady this out. 
This infrastructure issue will help us. 
We need to work through this now to 
steady the economy because we saw 
spikes that obviously aren’t accept-
able. 

The President and his team will use 
this infrastructure measure and other 
concepts to make certain we come 
back and steady the economy in a way 
that will get us back to normal—that 
is so important to do—and to be vision-
ary. 

I see that Representative ROSS is 
going to join us from North Carolina, 
and we have been working together— 
perhaps you have been working with 
Representative ROSS, too—on offshore 
wind. There is a visionary piece. And 
there is a way for us to really build the 
energy supply in a way that is going to 
put a lot of people to work. 

So Representative CARTWRIGHT, 
thank you for leading us in this discus-
sion tonight. 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. And I like the 
point about how shutting down for the 
pandemic, it kind of taught us a lot of 
things about our own economy, about 
the pockets of, for example, the gig 
workers nobody was thinking about at 
the outset; we had to include them in 
the relief money. But, man, when we 
saw these ships piling up offshore, it 
really brought home to me really how 
we are being out-manufactured and we 
have to pick up our game. 

Investing in our infrastructure, what 
do you think? Is it going to help? 

Mr. TONKO. This bill is definitely 
going to address the supply-chain con-
cern. The pandemic was so instruc-
tive—supply chain, technology, reli-
ance on technology—making certain 
we learn these lessons; take them to 
mind, take them to heart, and respond. 
And this administration is about that. 

A golden moment, a celebratory mo-
ment, once in a lifetime, once in a gen-
eration, I am just proud to witness it. 
Proud to witness it and to have cast a 
‘‘yes’’ vote. 

I thank all of my colleagues in the 
House that voted yes for strengthening 
the muscle of the American economy 
and the American worker. 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. It is a victory for 
America that we will treasure and 
favor for many years to come. 

Mr. TONKO. No matter what polit-
ical label you have at the end of the 
day, we are all going to prosper. 

When you see these headlines across 
the country, ‘‘billions coming to X 
State,’’ and then the sidebar discus-
sion: Entire delegation voted ‘‘no.’’ 
You explain it to the public. 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Madam Speaker, 
I thank Representative PAUL TONKO 
from the 20th District of New York for 
his insights and also for helping me in-
troduce our next speaker, the dynamic 
Representative ROSS from the Second 
District of North Carolina, where inno-
vation is second nature. 

Madam Speaker, I yield to the gen-
tlewoman from North Carolina (Ms. 
ROSS). 

Ms. ROSS. Madam Speaker, I thank 
Congressman CARTWRIGHT for yielding 
and for his leadership. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today to dis-
cuss the Infrastructure Investment and 
Jobs Act that will bring America’s 
aging infrastructure into the 21st cen-
tury. 

I was honored to join Madam Speaker 
and our other colleagues at the White 
House as the President signed this his-
toric legislation into law. 

In Congress, I am extremely proud to 
represent Wake County, North Caro-
lina, one of the fastest growing coun-
ties in the United States. We are a 
powerful economic engine for our State 
and for our region, but, sadly, our in-
frastructure has not grown with our 
community. We need seamless trans-
portation networks to connect Wake 
County to the rest of the Nation—mod-
ern infrastructure that can help us 
bring the innovation that happens in 
the Research Triangle to the country 
and to the world. 

This historic legislation will help us, 
our people, get to work and school and 
products from our groundbreaking 
companies get to markets across Amer-
ica and around the globe. 

In North Carolina, there are about 
1,500 bridges and more than 3,000 high-
ways in poor condition. This bill will 
devote $110 billion to upgrade roads and 
bridges and finance other major trans-
portation projects. 

Over the next 20 years, North Caro-
lina’s drinking water infrastructure 
will require billions in additional fund-
ing. 

This bill provides funds to replace 
lead pipes in the country and help en-
sure that all of our children can enjoy 
clean drinking water. It will also ad-
dress the toxic threat of PFAS con-
tamination. 

This bill modernizes our Nation’s 
electric grid to protect against storm 
damage and unlock the full potential 
of clean energy. It also creates jobs in 
the clean energy manufacturing sector, 
a sector where our State is positioned 
to lead the Nation. 

In addition, it expands broadband 
connectivity in underserved commu-
nities, helping to ensure that all of our 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 02:30 Nov 17, 2021 Jkt 029060 PO 00000 Frm 00038 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K16NO7.071 H16NOPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

12
6Q

N
23

P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H6307 November 16, 2021 
students and businesses can access de-
pendable, affordable internet. 

The jobs created by this infrastruc-
ture package are jobs that cannot be 
outsourced. This package will boost all 
of our workers, from the folks who 
pave the roads to the scientists and en-
gineers who are designing 21st century 
transportation networks, more effi-
cient water and sewer systems, and 
cutting edge electrical grids. 

Thanks to this package, engineering 
graduates from schools like North 
Carolina State and graduates from 
Wake Tech, Shaw, and St. 
Augustine’s—all in my district—will 
help build the bridges in our commu-
nities that one day many years from 
now they will proudly show their 
grandchildren. 

We are delivering on the President’s 
promise to pass legislation that im-
proves the lives of ordinary people and 
creates good-paying jobs. 

This bill is a testament to what we 
can achieve when we give bipartisan-
ship a chance, when we set our dif-
ferences aside and commit to the hard 
work of finding common ground. 

This is good for North Carolina and 
great for the country. 

b 1715 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Madam Speaker, 
may I ask how much time is remain-
ing. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania has 3 min-
utes remaining. 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Madam Speaker, 
I yield to the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. COSTA). 

Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, I thank 
my friend, Congressman CARTWRIGHT, 
for allowing me the opportunity to 
speak on the bipartisan infrastructure 
package. The fact of the matter is, this 
is long overdue. 

We have been living off the invest-
ments our parents and our grand-
parents made a generation or two ago. 
During most of the 20th century, Amer-
ica led the world in investment in its 
water, in its transportation, in its elec-
trical grid, all the things that have 
made us the great country that we are. 

In recent decades, we have lagged be-
hind. We now rank 13th in the world in 
terms of the amount of investment 
that we make in American people be-
cause investing in our water, in our 
transportation, in our roads and 
bridges, in our internet system, that is 
investing in people. That is investing 
in people who create jobs that make 
the economy better. 

As a result of the passage of this bi-
partisan infrastructure bill, for the 
first time in a long time, America will 
lead the world next year in invest-
ments in the future in our water, our 
transportation, our electrical grid, and 
all the things that are a part of this 
piece of legislation. 

We can’t just take our eye off the 
ball. We have to continue these invest-
ments. In California, in the San Joa-
quin Valley that I represent, these in-

vestments are going to be billions of 
dollars in our water system. We have 
horrific droughts that we are experi-
encing right now. With climate change 
and the other efforts in this legislation 
to deal with the impacts of climate 
change, we need to ensure that we have 
a sustainable water supply in Cali-
fornia for our farms and farm commu-
nities, as well as ensuring that we have 
clean drinking water for rural areas 
that don’t have it today. This legisla-
tion does just that. 

This legislation also takes an oppor-
tunity to look at the other areas that 
we need to do in the next piece of legis-
lation: childcare for millions of women 
who want to get back to work; and pro-
viding efforts to improve our 
healthcare system, to fully fund the 
Affordable Care Act, a promise we 
made 11 years ago. 

My district had 25 percent uninsured. 
Eleven years later, only 10 percent of 
my district is uninsured. These are the 
kind of investments we need to make 
in people. 

I thank my colleagues for supporting 
this effort. Yesterday was a wonderful 
afternoon with the President, with my 
colleagues, Republicans and Democrats 
alike, to really celebrate the fact that 
we are beginning to do what the Amer-
ican people sent us to do, which is get 
the job done and invest in our country. 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Madam Speaker, 
I yield back the balance of my time. 

f 

ECONOMIC CRUELTY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2021, the gentleman from Ari-
zona (Mr. SCHWEIKERT) is recognized 
for 60 minutes as the designee of the 
minority leader. 

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Madam Speaker, 
we are going to do a couple of things 
tonight. Most of it is going to be eco-
nomic heavy. We are going to actually 
go over the Democrat’s social spending 
bill and its economic effects. 

First, I wanted to touch on some-
thing that I am somewhat hopeful that 
the left and the right could embrace. I 
am thinking of what we have gone 
through for almost 2 years now, and 
that is the pandemic. If I came to you 
tomorrow and said: Okay. We have vac-
cinations, but we are about to have 
therapeutics. 

Think about this. You have all seen 
the news that we now have a second 
drug company. The Wall Street Jour-
nal today has an amazing, wonderful 
article on protease inhibitors and their 
effectiveness. The fact that Pfizer has 
publicly said their antiviral medica-
tion is up around 89 percent effective, 
it is a lot of pills that may need to be 
taken with a second pharmaceutical, 
but isn’t this the holy grail? 

We have talked about this over and 
over, saying you now have home 
COVID tests. Now you can take your 
antiviral at home. And you start to un-
derstand the elegance of how this type 
of antiviral works in sort of snipping 

the proteins and making them so they 
don’t grow or they can’t attach to the 
cell walls. 

So if this exists technology-wise, and 
one of the antivirals is already in front 
of the FDA today. I think we saw a 
news clip this afternoon that the sec-
ond one may be presented on Tuesday. 
The Pfizer pharmaceutical will be pre-
sented to the FDA, but it may take a 
month or so. 

If we are in a world now where we 
have multiple vaccines, we actually 
now have therapeutics and antiviral 
home testing kits—you can take the 
antiviral at home—it is time, once 
these are approved, to declare the pan-
demic over. 

Why is this really important? Think 
of the societal friction, the battles we 
have created by mask mandates, by 
vaccine mandates. We now see the data 
of how, in our labor supply, folks are 
saying: No, I believe in body autonomy. 
I am not taking the vaccine or doing 
this or doing that. 

The reality of it is, we have been so 
successful as a country, as a society, in 
believing in science. Remember, how 
many times did we hear that, believing 
in science? 

If the FDA approves, which we are 
hopeful maybe it happens in the next 
month, the antivirals—and the press 
releases from the pharmaceutical com-
panies are that there will be a couple 
hundred thousand sets by the end of 
this year and apparently millions 
available starting in the new year—it 
is time to declare the pandemic over. 

Our office has put together a piece of 
legislation, and we are going to put it 
in circulation once we have sort of vet-
ted it in the next couple of days. I 
would encourage any of my brothers 
and sisters on the left and the right 
that, if you believe in science and you 
really want a solution, it is time to 
embrace the fact of how far we have 
come and the solution is here. 

We are going to do a little bit of 
basic economics and try to tap some of 
the discussion that I think has been 
missed on the left’s social spending 
bill. 

First, let’s have an honest conversa-
tion on where we are economically 
right now and what our world looks 
like. If any of you are planning on hav-
ing a retirement, if any of you have 
children or grandchildren and you ac-
tually give a darn about them, first un-
derstand how much trouble we are in 
immediately, right now, today. 

The CBO numbers, in 29 years, we are 
at $112 trillion of borrowed money. 
That is inflation adjusted, 112 trillion 
public dollars. This isn’t borrowing 
where we take credit for borrowing 
from trust funds. This is publicly bor-
rowed, inflation-adjusted. Function-
ally, in 29 budget years, we are at $112 
trillion. That is the CBO estimate. 

If you are a young person—and you 
want to be honest with them—your 
economic future is about to be brutal-
ized. 

The reality of it is, I have done this 
on the floor multiple times. It is fas-
cinating how many on the left, and 
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even the right, when you start to walk 
through what drives U.S. sovereign 
debt, it is a very uncomfortable con-
versation. 

The fact of the matter is, Medicare is 
the primary driver of U.S. sovereign 
debt. Social Security is second. The 
rest of the budget is in balance. 

At the end of the 30-year model, right 
now, according to the CBO, the rest of 
the budget, if you strip Medicare and if 
you strip Social Security out, the 
budget actually has a positive balance. 

If you believe it is a moral obligation 
for us to keep our promises that Medi-
care will be there, that Social Security 
will be there, why isn’t this what we 
work on every day instead of discus-
sions about how we can spend a whole 
bunch more money, take over a whole 
bunch more of the economy, slow the 
economy down and make this Nation 
poorer? 

What we are going to show is the eco-
nomic models that show the Demo-
crats’ spending bill actually crushes 
poor people. It actually makes the 
working poor poorer. It makes society 
poor. I don’t believe that is the inten-
tion, but it is the economics. 

Sometimes, when you get your math 
wrong, it is a level of cruelty. 

A simple thought experiment: What 
are the two things that you do to crush 
the working poor? Inflation. 

Well, we are doing a great job on 
that, aren’t we? The fact of the matter 
is, what inflation does to the working 
poor is economic cruelty. 

The second thing, you open your bor-
ders up, adding millions of individuals 
with similar skill sets. Say you are 
that individual that didn’t finish high 
school, but you are out there hanging 
drywall. You have a family. You are 
getting good at your profession. You 
are trying to learn how to move up. 
Then you flood the market with people 
with similar skill sets. 

There are great peer-reviewed papers 
out there that talk about just what we 
have done at the border. A decade from 
now, you made the working poor poor-
er and now overlay what all this spend-
ing has done inflation-wise. 

If we, as Members of Congress, give a 
darn about the working poor, the eco-
nomic violence that is being com-
mitted right now by the policies com-
ing out of this Congress, it is time to 
step up and deal with the reality. 

The problem is, the working poor 
aren’t our contributors. They are not 
the ones showing up here lobbying us. 
They are the individuals we have a 
moral obligation to do good things for, 
and that is not what is happening. 

We are going to walk through some 
of where we are today. You have to un-
derstand that the national debt right 
now is projected to leap to 200 percent 
in 2050, so, functionally, 29 budget cy-
cles from now. If the Biden proposals— 
these are the ones that were proposed 
during the election, and I have to ac-
cept a bunch of that has been trimmed 
back in the debate, not as much as you 
might think. We are going to go over 
that. 

You go, functionally, from 200 per-
cent of debt to GDP—meaning the bor-
rowed money will be 200 times bigger 
than the GDP. If you add it all up, in 
29 budget years, you are over 328 per-
cent of debt to GDP. 

If any of you are thinking about hav-
ing a retirement, if you are thinking 
about your kids, your grandkids, this is 
what wipes us out as a society. It is 
terrifying to talk about because it is 
hard. It requires lots of levers. 

You have to get immigration right. 
You have to get finance right. You 
have to get spending right. You have to 
get tax policy right. You have to do ev-
erything that maximizes economic ex-
pansion. Then the holy grail: You are 
going to have to crash the price of 
healthcare, not shift around who pays 
for it. 

Remember, the ACA, many of you 
know it as ObamaCare, the Republican 
alternative, Medicare for All, in many 
ways it is about who pays and who gets 
subsidized. It is not about what we pay. 

I cannot tell you how many times I 
have come to this floor and tried to 
drill that into the way we think. But 
instead, the scam here is we talk 
about: Well, you are going to get sub-
sidized. 

But we did nothing to what we pay. 
The difference is we just borrow 
money—that is, the Federal Govern-
ment—and pay for it that way. 

Even a 100 percent tax rate on small 
businesses, upper-class families—so a 
100 percent tax rate and you are taking 
every single dollar, you can’t even 
come close to balancing the budget and 
balancing it long term. The numbers 
are this ugly. 

b 1730 
When you take a look, it is not that 

hard. The 2050 number, if you take 
every dime even of folks who make $1 
million or $500,000, if you take every 
dime, you don’t get close. The numbers 
are this ugly. The share of Federal tax 
revenue spent on interest in the na-
tional debt is projected to surge. 

But here is the number that terrifies 
me: If we move up 2 points—2 points— 
functionally at the 2050, 2051 mark, 100 
percent of revenues—100 percent of rev-
enues—in that 30-year budget window, 
move up 2 points from where we are 
right now, our baseline, 100 percent of 
tax revenues will be just covering the 
interest costs. 

So is anyone familiar with a book 
that was called ‘‘The Black Swan’’? 
Okay, Taleb also wrote another book. 
And I understand, there are economists 
out there, Gilder and others, who dis-
agree with parts of the model. But 
there was one concept of making your-
self fragile. A simple example is you go 
to the airport 10 times; you know if 
you leave at exactly this moment you 
can get to the airport exactly as your 
flight is getting ready to board; and 
the first time there is a car accident, 
you miss your flight. We are doing that 
type of thing to our entire country, to 
my 6-year-old daughter, and to anyone 
else out there. 

We are living on a razor’s edge. 
Madam Speaker, you saw that last 

slide, 2 points moving back to what 
would be closer to normality interest- 
rate wise. In the 30-year budget win-
dow, 100 percent of revenues, receipts if 
you want to use the technical term, 
will go just to cover the interest. 

Madam Speaker, do you understand 
how fragile we have made the econom-
ics of this country? 

And then the debate here is how to 
spend more money. I understand 
money gets you reelected, and prom-
ising things gets you reelected. It gets 
nice contributions, and it is absolutely 
perverse when you think about where 
we are at. 

So now let’s talk about the budget 
gimmicks. Many of you are going to 
refer to this as the Build Back Better 
plan. In our office we are calling it the 
social spending plan because that is 
what it is. It is laced with gimmicks. It 
is going to be fascinating come Friday 
to see how CBO ultimately scores 
these. I’m a little disappointed on what 
we have seen from the Joint Com-
mittee on Taxation and some of the 
others. I don’t think we are getting ac-
tual quality, dynamic scoring, but that 
is hard. It takes time. You have to lay 
it out, break it apart, and try to under-
stand what the economic effects are. 

But you walk through the gimmicks, 
Madam Speaker, and a simple example 
is the White House has estimated $400 
billion in some of the Joint Committee 
on Taxation scores from IRS collecting 
more money. But CBO came out and 
said: No, it is not $400 billion; it is 120. 

Then you start to realize, Madam 
Speaker, the debates you are hearing 
on the floor here are completely 
stacked with absolutely fraudulent 
numbers. 

I remember how hard—when we did 
tax reform—we had to work to justify 
dynamic scoring and make the math as 
honest as possible to work, and it was 
our brothers and sisters on the left who 
absolutely were insistent. Today they 
would never hold themselves to the 
same standard that they demanded 
from us just a couple of years ago. 

So let’s walk through an example of 
one of the absolute frauds that the left 
is using. So President Trump had a 
drug rebate. This is a little geeky, but 
it is important to understand. Ulti-
mately, the rebate was going to be to 
the consumer. So you are on Medicare, 
you are in line at the pharmacy, the re-
bate that would have gone into the 
backside of the provider, the acquirer, 
think of it as the wholesaler of the 
pharmaceutical, that rebate now comes 
to you at the counter. It means the 
consumer would get the value, but it 
would mean the costs of pharma-
ceuticals would go up for government 
because the government isn’t ulti-
mately getting that value. 

So here are sort of the steps of the 
Trump administration’s rebate rule: it 
was estimated to cost about $150 billion 
over 10 years. 

Speaker PELOSI said: It will never 
happen. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 02:30 Nov 17, 2021 Jkt 029060 PO 00000 Frm 00040 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K16NO7.075 H16NOPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

12
6Q

N
23

P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H6309 November 16, 2021 
Democratic leadership here said: It 

will never happen. 
Democrat leadership in the Senate 

said: Unacceptable, it will never hap-
pen. 

This was never, ever, ever, ever going 
to happen. 

This was the whole system of how the 
consumer would have gotten the ben-
efit of those rebates, but it would have 
cost the Federal Government $150 bil-
lion over 10 years, but it was never 
going to happen unless, of course, you 
are a Democrat looking for money to 
spend on their social entitlement bill, 
all of a sudden saying: Hey, this is 
never going to happen, but we can 
score it in, so we are going to use it. 

It is just another gimmick, it is a 
con, and it is a fraud. If we were doing 
this, we would be ashamed of ourselves 
and should be. But this is actually the 
scam that now is Democrat leadership. 

So you take a look at the budget 
gimmicks that are already built into 
here, Madam Speaker, and you start to 
realize the left’s social spending bill is 
like a house of cards. Now, they may 
get some scoring. Like the last one I 
was just showing you, Madam Speaker, 
CBO will give them that $150 billion. 
There will be a nice little footnote say-
ing that this was never really going to 
become policy but because it was a pro-
posal and they are canceling the pro-
posal, we are going to give them the 150 
or maybe $145 billion worth of credit. 

But the public needs to understand 
those trillions and trillions and tril-
lions—$112 trillion in the baseline as it 
is right now in 29 budget years—that is 
how you get there. 

The left will say: This is paid for. 
No. It is not. And they know that. 

They are not dumb. They are manipu-
lative, but they are not dumb. When 
you start to look at just the games 
being done, Madam Speaker, and then 
the spending—and that is the other 
thing we are going to work through 
here is how much of this spending do 
they really plan to cancel in year 2? 

So, Madam Speaker, you are seeing 
some spending scoring saying that we 
estimate this is $13⁄4 trillion, wink, 
wink, nod, nod, but when it becomes a 
10-year instead of disappearing in the 
second year, you are 41⁄2 plus trillion 
dollars of new obligations. 

Look up and down the different budg-
et gimmicks. One of the reasons I did 
this slide is because it is a little more 
of an economically difficult concept. 
So you actually have in there an ad-
justed gross income surcharge on the 
top income earners. 

Madam Speaker, you know the 
Democrats’ proposal is to do a very 
similar thing on corporations. The al-
ternative minimum tax that is also 
being put on corporations; we are just 
now starting to model how much it ac-
tually will slow down the economy. 

Here is why: You have this thing we 
call expensing. It was one of the great 
economic drivers particularly in 2018 
and 2019. Do you remember we far ex-
ceeded revenue projections, Madam 

Speaker, income inequality truly 
shrank, poverty shrank, and food inse-
curity shrank? The poor got dramati-
cally less poor. They were 2 amazing 
years. It is a great model to dem-
onstrate what supply-side economics 
really does. 

But a lot of the economic expansion 
was because of something called ex-
pensing. So you buy a piece of equip-
ment, it makes your company more 
productive, and you are able to pay 
people more. It moves technology and 
moves business production forward 
into the next century. 

If you do a minimum alternative tax 
at a corporate level, then you no longer 
get the economic value of that expens-
ing. I know this is really geeky, but it 
is really important to understand. We 
are just now starting to model this 
thing saying: Oh, heavens, so the 
Democrats are doing the wink, wink, 
nod, nod con of they are not taking 
away the expensing which is the pri-
mary driver that we saw in produc-
tivity from the last 2 years since tax 
reform, but by doing this alternative 
minimum tax calculation, you don’t 
get the value of that depreciation. All 
of a sudden, the investment in capital 
products—capital goods and capital 
equipment—will disappear. It is an-
other example of a really bad under-
standing of the most basic economics. 

I can understand why the left wants 
to do this. It is the number of new IRS 
agents, the number of agencies that 
will have potentially hundreds of thou-
sands of new employees. Remember, 
one of the models was 80,000 new IRS 
employees. Well, okay, maybe it makes 
sense if I was on the Democrat side or 
I represented northern Virginia or 
areas like that where I have lots of 
unionized government-working con-
stituents. But we need to be honest 
about that, the build back better, the 
social spending bill on the left, mas-
sively increases the bureaucracy. 

You start to look at the hundreds of 
millions that are being put in to ex-
pand the size of the national bureauc-
racy. It is not like we are doing the 
leap of technology saying that with the 
investment it is going to make society 
more productive. It is like our argu-
ment of air quality and environmental 
quality, using technology is the way to 
make us healthier. Instead, the left de-
signs it in ways where there are new 
armies of public employees. 

I have to congratulate the left. 
Madam Speaker, you are going to see 
some slides here. We are going to be 
number one. Yes. The United States 
will be absolutely number one in the 
highest tax rates on income in the en-
tire industrialized world. 

But we are starting to see if you are 
a resident of California, you are going 
to be about 64.7 percent for top income 
earners and high income earners. Fine. 

If you are in Arizona you are going to 
be at 55.9. 

New York gets the prize. They are 
going to be over 66 percent for top in-
come earners when you do the Federal, 
the surcharges, State, and local taxes. 

Don’t we have lots of data already in 
the economic literature of what hap-
pens when we start to hit these confis-
catory levels of tax on income? 

What do people do? 
You start to realize saying, okay, I 

can work and get this tax rate, or I can 
take my resources and put them in 
other types of things—municipal 
bonds, other types of things—and reap 
the rewards from that because if more 
than half of the upper income now goes 
to government, then we have just cre-
ated an incentive not to invest and not 
to take risks but just take the money, 
put it in safe places, and don’t play 
anymore. 

I am frustrated because I know the 
Tax Foundation has been trying to 
model the taxes but we don’t have good 
data yet on what does this mean in fu-
ture GDP growth. 

Back to the very first board we held 
up: our society is heading towards a 
debt cliff. The baseline as it is today 
from CBO in 29 budget years, we are at 
$112 trillion in borrowed money in to-
day’s dollars, and that is where policy 
is today. 

When you start to do this, and eco-
nomic growth slows, then you func-
tionally bring the financial apocalypse 
a lot sooner. 

So let’s actually also talk through a 
couple other duplicities that are in the 
Democrats’ build back better social 
spending bill. They sure do like rich 
people. 

Two-thirds of the millionaires get a 
tax cut under the build back better, 
and if we take the folks getting over $1 
million, 66 percent of them actually 
benefit. And this is one of the things 
we have come to the floor now for al-
most a year talking about instead of 
raising taxes—and the rhetoric that we 
hear over and over from the left where 
the rich need to pay their fair share— 
maybe we should just stop subsidizing 
them. 

We have come to the floor over and 
over and shown that almost $1.4 tril-
lion of subsidies go to the very top, 
top, top income earners. If you stop the 
subsidy, Madam Speaker, then you 
don’t create the economic distortions. 

So this is the great scam: Democrats 
are saying, We are going to raise the 
taxes, these surcharges, but then we 
are going to turn around, and as long 
as these rich people do what we ask 
them to do—they buy the right type of 
solar panels, the right type of electric 
car—then we are going to turn around 
and hand them cash. 

b 1745 

Now that is something that the vast 
majority of Americans will never be 
able to afford, but you will be happy to 
know that the Democrats’ plan is to 
subsidize the rich. And it gets even 
darker. 

So now the Democrats are going to 
put in SALT, State and Local Tax de-
duction. And the great thing is, if you 
make $1 million a year, it looks like 
you are going to get the vast majority, 
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you are going to get the highest 
amount of this money. But for the pop-
ulation that is $400,000 and up, they get 
the majority of the SALT. It is, once 
again, the Democrats subsidizing the 
rich and the really rich. 

And for everyone else who is func-
tionally making $150,000 and less, you 
don’t get anything. You don’t get any 
value here. How can this be? 

I mean, am I living in a parallel uni-
verse where the rhetoric from the left 
is, tax rich people; wink, wink, nod, 
nod. Not only do we subsidize them 
when they buy the things we want 
them to buy; but then we are going to 
give them additional tax benefits. We 
are going to make additional things 
they spend money on deductible; and 
the rest of the population just be 
screwed. 

I grabbed this one, it substantially 
basically makes some other points. So 
think of this: In the Democrats’ social 
spending bill, best as I can identify it, 
there is about $100 billion to finance 
amnesty. Okay. So it functionally 
gives a 5-year visa to millions of folks 
who are here undocumented illegally. 

But you remember our earlier discus-
sion? What are the two things you do 
to create economic violence to the 
working poor? Inflation. Well, too 
many—remember our elementary 
school economics class? Too many dol-
lars chasing too few goods. 

So the left put out lots and lots and 
lots of money to people’s bank ac-
counts because that is great politics; 
instead of using those resources to say 
we are going to make our society more 
efficient, more clean, more productive. 
And that productivity means you can 
pay people more, and you have a soci-
ety that grows, and then maybe we can 
take on our debt problem. 

But we did it just backwards. So now 
you get to see what Keynesian econom-
ics looks like. And are you enjoying 
the inflation yet? Because it looks like 
it is going to continue to pop. And 
then, flooding society with lots of 
other low-skilled workers. 

Okay. Well, it will be interesting to 
see how long it is before the left actu-
ally has to come in here and say we 
need to do additional subsidies to the 
working poor because we stuck it to 
them. 

And look; if anyone has a question, 
we have multiple papers, university 
peer-reviewed papers talking about 
how the Democrats’ plan actually will 
make the poor poorer by the end of the 
decade. University of Chicago, four 
Ph.D. economists published a paper a 
couple of weeks ago showing that the 
lowest quartile of income—and I de-
spise the term quartiles, but that is 
what economists use—will be poorer at 
the end of the decade. 

Now, a lot of that is because of the 
Democrats’ unwillingness to attach the 
benefits to learning job skills, to actu-
ally working. They have severed those. 
You would have thought we learned 
that during the Clinton years, when 
you rewarded work, rewarded going 

and gaining job skills—we are going 
back to the bad old days of saying, if 
you want to just not work, you will be 
happy. As long as you vote for the 
right party, we are going to send you a 
check. 

Does anyone see the cruelty here? 
Now, there are some things in this 

spending that look—endangered plants, 
okay, it is $4.9 million. Desert fish, 
okay, $4.9 million. Fresh water mus-
sels, which are actually a real problem, 
but it is $19 million. And everyone un-
derstands the difference between $1 
million and billions. 

So $100 billion for amnesty, but $19 
million for functionally—we will call it 
invasive species and protecting others. 
It is like the drop of a bucket in an 
ocean wave. But it gives you a sense 
where—so the Democrats get a nice 
talking point, but the math is abso-
lutely perverse. 

Ultimately, over the next decade, 
you have got to deal with this one way 
or the other. Either what the left is 
doing is when—you are going to see the 
scoring this Friday of how many pro-
grams saying, well, we are going to 
spend all this money on a transfer pay-
ment, European style transfer pay-
ment, but it is only for 2 years; wink, 
wink, nod, nod. A future Congress 
won’t continue it. 

You all remember the fraud of the 
last time we had—Speaker PELOSI a 
decade ago—and there were multiple 
spending bills, where the way they fit 
into something called PAYGO is, we 
are going to spend this much, this 
much, but on the fifth year we are 
going to just pretend the program no 
longer spends any money. 

Well, this is now the more modern 
version of that fraud that was com-
mitted financially, budgetarily, is we 
are going to spend the money for a 
year or two, and then we are going to 
pretend it stops; and that way we hit 
certain budget boxes to meet the rec-
onciliation; wink, wink, nod, nod. Will 
the voters be paying attention to it? 

But let’s say they are honest. It is 
not likely, but let’s say that honestly 
that is not the scam; that they fully in-
tend to spend all this money, get them-
selves through the next election, and 
then stop the spending. 

Well, in that case, the taxes are per-
manent because the taxes don’t expire, 
even though, what we can tell best 
from the revenues, they don’t come 
close to covering all the spending. 

And if the spending is made perma-
nent, the social entitlement transfers, 
over the 10 years, this is trillions and 
trillions of dollars out of balance. 

I understand—and, look, this is one 
of my great sins, and I think a lot of us 
on the conservative side, we sound like 
accountants on steroids. 

You know, we come and talk about 
GDP and workforce, labor force partici-
pation. But the fact of the matter is, if 
you care for people, if you believe 
growth, economic growth is moral; 
that it provides opportunities; that 
that is how you save for retirement; 

that is how you help your child go to 
college; that is how you have a better 
house, a better life; it is the opportuni-
ties that growth creates. So when you 
see someone like me come behind the 
microphone and talk about GDP and 
the benefits it brings, it is a number. It 
is classical economics. It is also that 
poor family that is trying to be less 
poor. 

And the tax foundation has done a 
bunch of modeling that makes it pretty 
darn clear that the left social spending 
bill is going to make our entire society 
poorer. When you start to look at these 
numbers over the decade, and at the 
end of decade, we won’t have grown as 
much. 

We are going to be missing—I mean, 
in a decade, we are missing a half a 
trillion dollars of economic growth, of 
GDP. 

You remember our very first board? 
What is—for my little girl, for every-
one else out there, this is what wipes 
us out as a society. This is the thing 
that this body is terrified to talk 
about. And this is already the baseline. 

The baseline from CBO already says, 
in 29 budget years, we are $112 trillion 
of borrowed money, and that is assum-
ing really stable interest rates. That is 
assuming no more wars. It is assuming 
no more major recessions. 

We were doing one attempt to try to 
calculate these numbers. So the Penn 
Wharton model, that was published ac-
tually today, where they were trying 
to figure out how much more it would 
add to the debt. So the Penn Wharton 
model said, if the spending is contin-
ued, which is the obvious thing that is 
going to happen, it adds 24.4 percent to 
the debt. Okay. Now we didn’t have 
enough time to break through all their 
tables, and we will work through that. 

But just off the top of your head, $112 
trillion, if you added 24.4 percent on it, 
that is close to $140 trillion of borrowed 
money; 139 something. 

You have got to understand, this is 
what the left is leading us to, instead 
of coming in and saying, we are going 
to protect Medicare by investing in 
things that cure. 

Remember, this Medicare dollar? You 
know, $77 trillion plus of borrowing in 
the next 29 years, just to cover the 
Medicare portion shortfall? 31 percent 
of that is just diabetes. 

You could have a connection here be-
tween the left and the right saying, we 
are going to do an operation warp 
speed and go at diabetes because it 
turns out by curing the misery you 
also have a major effect on the debt. 
That is creativity, that is being ration-
al. Instead of trying to buy your next 
election, and pretending to finance it 
with a whole bunch of gimmicks that 
don’t really create revenues; that are 
going to create borrowed money. 

And it is not CBO, it is not me. It is 
the outside groups that play it 
straight. Tell Penn Wharton and others 
that they are lying, because they have 
done the—I think they underscore eco-
nomic growth on some things. 
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But the fact of the matter is, if the 

left is about to pass a piece of legisla-
tion at the end of this week that looks 
like it is likely to add another 24.4 per-
cent to the debt, does anyone see the 
level of immorality in wiping out eco-
nomic growth and the opportunity? 

And we had a couple of years there 
where it was working. The fact of the 
matter is 2018, 2019 were Goldilocks, 
and it was done because we invested in 
the things that create opportunity and 
growth, instead of the model right now, 
where the left is going to invest in 
things that functionally slow economic 
growth down; make individuals depend-
ent on the Federal Government; 
disincentivize participating in the 
economy? 

And if any of you have ever read any 
of your textbooks from what the world 
looked like in the 70s, where the last 
time the left did something very simi-
lar to this, the societal breakdowns, 
the inflation, the misery. Once again, 
we are about to see the financing of 
misery instead of investing in the 
things that actually would create op-
portunity and growth. We are better 
than this. 

I know it would take someone on the 
Democrats’ side. They would have to 
stand up to their base and explain basic 
economics. But there is a path that 
works. And if you give a darn about the 
poor, the working poor, the middle 
class, ultimately, the data says, at the 
end of the decade if the left passes 
their Build Back Better social entitle-
ment spending bill, they are going to 
be poorer. That is what we are about to 
do to this country, and this place 
should be ashamed. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

f 

b 1800 

MOST EXPENSIVE THANKSGIVING 
IN HISTORY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2021, the Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Utah (Mr. OWENS) for 
30 minutes. 

Mr. OWENS. Madam Speaker, I am 
proud to be here today with the Utah 
House delegation to say a few words 
ahead of the Thanksgiving season to 
those we are so fortunate to represent 
here in Washington. We all agree that 
it is a blessing, as a team, to represent 
the great State of Utah. 

Madam Speaker, I yield to the gen-
tleman from Utah (Mr. STEWART), my 
friend from Utah’s Second District. 

Mr. STEWART. Madam Speaker, I 
thank Mr. OWENS, my friend, for orga-
nizing this event and for his interest in 
something that I think every American 
shares. 

I have a young family. I have six 
kids. Many of them are just young cou-
ples. They are starting their careers; 
they are starting their families; and 
they are starting to make their way in 
the world and their mark on life. 

If you are a young family, you know 
what it is like to go to the grocery 
store and to pay more every week than 
you paid the week before. You know 
what it is like to fill up your pickup 
and have it cost more every week than 
you paid the week before. 

The reason you are driving a pickup 
is because you are a working Amer-
ican. You are not driving a big pickup 
around the city. You are driving a big 
pickup because that is what you use to 
work, whether you work on farming 
and ranching, like I did when I was 
young, or whether you are working 
construction, or whether you are work-
ing and going down to the docks. Those 
are the folks who are paying the price. 

If you are wealthy, if you are afflu-
ent, if you don’t go shopping but have 
someone who shops for you, if you 
don’t fill up your vehicle yourself be-
cause you have someone who fills up 
the vehicle for you and then picks you 
up, you may not realize what a painful 
thing this is for Americans. But the 
vast majority of Americans do their 
own shopping. The vast majority of 
Americans struggle paycheck to pay-
check. The vast majority of Americans 
know what a painful experience we find 
ourselves in now. 

After only 10 months of President 
Biden, Americans are facing the worst 
inflation they have seen in 31 years. 
Democrats keep saying these prices are 
only temporary. 

We are told that all the time. We 
have been told that by the Secretary of 
the Treasury. We have been told that 
by the Chairman of the Fed. We have 
been told that by the President. And 
they continue to say that. 

But the truth is that $4 trillion in 
spending, when he says it is zero dol-
lars that it will cost, the American 
people aren’t stupid, and they know 
that is not true. They know inflation 
when they see it. 

The consequences of this President’s 
tax and spend agenda hits Americans, 
as I have already said, in their every-
day lives. It hits Americans when the 
price of heating jumps from $574 to 
$746, which is what the Energy Infor-
mation Administration predicts it will 
cost the average house this winter. 

It is a tough choice when you have 
some people who say: Hey, we would 
like to have it warm. We would like for 
our little children to be comfortable. 
But we want to be able to buy the food 
that we want for them, other than just 
macaroni and cheese. 

Some people are left with that deci-
sion. 

It hits Americans at their Thanks-
giving table. As we have said over and 
over again, this will be the most expen-
sive Thanksgiving in American his-
tory, when frozen turkeys cost an aver-
age of 22 percent more than they did 
just last year. 

What does the President do to allevi-
ate some of this financial strain and 
the pressure that so many American 
families are feeling? Unfortunately, he 
does the same thing again and the 

same thing more, the very same poli-
cies that put us in the hole. 

Here is the reality. There is no polit-
ical spin for any Democrat. Americans 
will not be reassured by empty prom-
ises from those who don’t see inflation 
coming in the first place, and President 
Biden cannot wish away this cost-of- 
living crisis, no matter how much he 
would like to do that. 

From day one in office, President 
Biden’s mission was clear. He wants 
the American people to rely on the 
government from cradle to grave. 

To sell his agenda, he is telling 
Americans that more taxing, more 
spending, and more mandating will 
solve the financial problems. But this 
is just economic nonsense; it is an eco-
nomic fairy tale; and this one has a 
scary ending, the kind that only 
George Orwell could imagine. 

But because it is Thanksgiving, we 
can be thankful that we know how to 
solve these problems. If we didn’t know 
how to solve them, it would be much 
more worrying, much more stressful. 
But the truth is, we know how to solve 
them. Congress simply needs to start 
expanding that opportunity, not 
shrinking it with mandate after man-
date. Congress needs to start empow-
ering the people, not expanding bu-
reaucracy with tax after tax. Indi-
vidual liberty must always triumph 
over government dependence. 

If President Biden cannot accept that 
reality, we can expect more of what we 
have seen and felt over the last 10 
months. If he can’t understand that 
people, not the government, are the 
key to our success, American culture, 
American businesses, and American 
families will reap the results. 

I sincerely hope that he will. I sin-
cerely hope the President will look at 
the pain the American people are feel-
ing and will recognize the responsi-
bility he has not to make it worse, not 
to keep doing the same thing and just 
do it harder and faster, not to do the 
same thing and just excuse it away, 
but to try to do something different. 
Until then, I am afraid we will see 
much of the same. 

I think I speak not only for Repub-
licans on this, but many independents 
and many Democrats feel the same 
way. We hear from them when we go 
back home as well. 

I thank Mr. OWENS for organizing 
this on this incredibly important sub-
ject. It is an honor to be with him. 

Mr. OWENS. Madam Speaker, I yield 
to the gentleman from Utah (Mr. CUR-
TIS), my friend from Utah’s Third Dis-
trict. 

Mr. CURTIS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to join my voice with my Utah 
colleagues, vocalizing our great con-
cern about the runaway inflation im-
pacting Americans across the country. 

I remember the inflation of the 1970s. 
When I bought my first home, we as-
sumed a loan at 12 percent interest and 
thought that that was a bargain at the 
time. I remember what it is like to lose 
15 percent of the value of a savings ac-
count in just 1 year. 
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I saw firsthand the devastation to 

our senior citizens and those on a fixed 
income with runaway inflation. 

Here we are, 40 years later, pre-
tending that trillions of dollars of 
wasted government spending is okay 
and that it won’t impact inflation. 

Madam Speaker, in the simplest 
terms, inflation is financially 
handcuffing the American people and 
their families, which is further evi-
denced by the fact that the Consumer 
Price Index is now showing the highest 
level in over 30 years. That is not okay. 

The White House tells us not to 
worry about inflation; it is all under 
control. I think Utahns know better. 
They see the gas prices, and they see 
the difference they pay at the grocery 
stores. 

Utahns, specifically, have seen their 
gas prices rise by over 70 percent this 
last year. What is the response from 
Washington, D.C.? We can fix this. All 
we need to do is spend trillions of dol-
lars more. 

Seriously? Employers can’t find em-
ployees to do the work, and the Presi-
dent touts his $1.2 trillion infrastruc-
ture bill as job-creating. 

We also know that inflation is an 
unlegislated tax on hardworking Amer-
icans, most notably some of our most 
vulnerable communities, like low-in-
come communities and rural commu-
nities with less access to goods and 
services. 

But instead of focusing on finding 
ways to address critical supply chain 
shortages, to lower our energy costs 
through policies designed to generate 
more independence on energy, and to 
address the growing behavioral 
healthcare crisis, we are doing just the 
opposite. We shut down U.S. pipelines 
and then ask our enemies to produce 
more dirty oil. 

Here are the facts: 40 percent of all 
the money printed in the history of 
this country was printed in the last 20 
months. Forty percent of all the money 
printed in the history of this country 
was printed in the last 20 months. 

Congress has already authorized, just 
this year alone, $3 trillion of additional 
spending in addition to our normal 
spending, and we are about to spend 
another $2 trillion. 

It is hard to get your arms around 
what is a trillion dollars. Let me put 
this in perspective. This $5 trillion of 
spending is approximately $25,000 for 
every man, woman, and child in the 
United States. It gets worse. Thirty 
years from now, unless we pay that 
money back—and I don’t think any-
body believes we will have paid it 
back—that is now three-quarters of a 
million dollars for every man, woman, 
and child just in extra spending this 
year. That is not okay. 

It is simply time to stop the bleeding 
and time to earnestly focus on bipar-
tisan solutions that will address the 
growing needs of the American people. 

We literally cannot afford to play 
partisan politics at the expense of our 
constituents and, more importantly, 

our children and grandchildren and our 
future generations. 

Mr. OWENS. Madam Speaker, I yield 
to the gentleman from Utah (Mr. 
MOORE), my friend from Utah’s First 
District. 

Mr. MOORE of Utah. Madam Speak-
er, it is very much an honor to share 
the podium with my colleagues from 
Utah. Utah is a very special, very 
unique place. 

At this time of Thanksgiving, I 
would like to focus on what Utah real-
ly is. We often get lauded as having the 
lowest unemployment in the country 
and the strongest economy in the coun-
try, or as the fastest growing State in 
the country. What Utah is, is the most 
philanthropic State in the country. It 
shares more volunteer hours and dol-
lars than any other State. That is the 
type of stuff that our delegation and 
Members of Congress, the community 
that we serve, are really proud of. We 
reflect on that often, particularly dur-
ing this time of year. 

We are more than a week away from 
Thanksgiving Day. Like Utahns across 
the State, my family—and I have three 
little boys, a fourth boy on the way, 
and an amazing wife who deals with a 
lot during this crazy time of my time 
in Washington. We look forward to this 
annual opportunity to come together, 
enjoy each other’s company, and give 
thanks for all of our many blessings. 

Turkey and stuffing are staples, but 
each Thanksgiving Day looks a little 
different from the last. That is okay. 
Unfortunately, this year’s Thanks-
giving is going to be much more dif-
ficult than others. 

Americans are bracing for this year’s 
turkey tax, which we expect to be the 
most expensive in modern history as 
inflation rates hit their highest level in 
decades. 

My colleagues from Utah can talk 
about this a little bit better than I can 
because they are a little bit older than 
I am, but they talk about how this 
hasn’t been this high in the last 40 
years. That is how old I am. 

I don’t want to experience this type 
of inflation. I haven’t had to yet, and I 
am very concerned about what we are 
going to have to experience. 

That was not a cut at their age. 
According to the Department of 

Labor, the Consumer Price Index for 
October was 6.2 percent, the highest in 
over three decades. This high rate 
means that, compared to last year, 
home heating will be 50 percent more 
expensive, a gallon of gas will be 61 per-
cent more expensive, and the cost of 
groceries will be 5.4 percent more ex-
pensive. Beef is 20 percent higher; pork 
is 14 percent higher; and the cost of 
used cars is 26 percent higher. 

This is data. This is directly related 
to policy decisions here in Washington. 

As Utahns get ready to celebrate 
Thanksgiving and find reprieve from 
this challenging past year-and-a-half, 
inflation is threatening to stifle this 
entire time of year. 

In fact, real wages have decreased in 
7 of President Biden’s first 9 months in 

office. As President Biden rushes to 
spend trillions more, as he is doing 
now, to spend trillions more as of this 
week, economic pressure will only con-
tinue to drive everyday costs up and 
incomes down. 

The Wall Street Journal editorial 
board said: ‘‘The current burst of infla-
tion isn’t an accident. . . . This is the 
result of reckless policy.’’ This is sim-
ply incompetence. 

CNN noted President Biden’s $1.9 tril-
lion American Rescue Plan fueled in-
flation by sparking demand that it 
could not keep pace with. 

Even The Washington Post editorial 
board—I did not expect to ever be using 
sort of liberal media outlets to defend 
some of my points when I came to the 
House floor. But The Washington Post 
says that you cannot ignore that the 
American Rescue Plan bears some of 
this blame. 

b 1815 
We cannot simply spend more. We 

have to stop President Biden’s tax-and- 
spend monstrosity. 

All of this comes as the administra-
tion botched a military exit from Af-
ghanistan, created a sustained crisis at 
the border, and has failed to address a 
looming debt crisis. 

With this as the backdrop, Thanks-
giving may feel uniquely challenging. 
Yet, through the most difficult times 
in our Nation’s history, Thanksgiving 
Day has been a celebration when com-
munities come together to give thanks 
for life’s great blessings. 

Following the Battle of Gettysburg 
in October of 1863, President Lincoln 
proclaimed Thanksgiving to be a na-
tional holiday to ‘‘heal the wounds of 
the Nation.’’ 

As our Nation experiences great chal-
lenges, I can’t think of a better holiday 
to observe this coming week. 

My colleagues and I in the Utah dele-
gation are working every day to carve 
a more prosperous path forward for our 
State and communities. There is hope 
on the horizon. 

Earlier this month, Democrats and 
Republicans in this House came to-
gether to pass the Fiscal State of the 
Nation Resolution, which I cospon-
sored. If agreed to in the Senate, this 
resolution will mandate the U.S. Comp-
troller General conduct an annual joint 
session before the members of the 
House and Senate Budget Committees 
to provide a report on the fiscal health 
of our Nation. 

This is a huge, important time to 
have done something like that after 
what we have seen over the last year. 
This expertise would provide our lead-
ers with the information they need to 
correct our course and back away from 
our patterns of destructive spending. 

Back home, I have also convened a 
debt and deficit task force, which has 
provided me an opportunity to work 
with local leaders to begin crafting in-
novative solutions to our Nation’s debt 
crisis. 

My colleagues from Utah and I genu-
inely hope to help those in our home 
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State find more blessings in the days, 
months, and years ahead. As we work 
toward those brighter days, let us re-
flect and be grateful for the good mo-
ments we have had this year. 

Though our year has been filled with 
difficulty, it has also been filled with, 
in the words of Lincoln, ‘‘the blessings 
of fruitful fields and healthful skies.’’ 

Today, I am back in Washington with 
my colleagues to continue the impor-
tant work we do on behalf of Utahns. I 
look forward to next week when I will 
join my family and the community in 
Utah in celebrating this important hol-
iday. 

Mr. OWENS. Madam Speaker, before 
I get started, I just want to say what 
an honor it is to serve with my friends 
from Utah. They are remarkable men. 

As the holiday season approaches and 
families across our great Nation gather 
for these special moments, I am re-
minded of what brings us all together 
as Americans: Not our creed, race, or 
ZIP Code, but the gratitude for one an-
other that lifts us higher and brings 
out the best in each of us. 

I am the father of 6 children and 15 
grandchildren. My pride doesn’t come 
from my years on the football field or 
decades in the corporate world. It 
comes from the joy of watching them 
grow up and start families of their 
own. I am so deeply thankful for them 
and the entire Owens family. 

To my fellow Utahns: I am thankful 
to call Utah’s 4th District my home. It 
is the honor of a lifetime to represent 
our State. I am constantly inspired by 
the resiliency of our communities. 

We have faced a couple of very dif-
ficult years. The COVID–19 pandemic 
kept us from our friends, families, and 
loved ones. Disruptions from work, 
school, and worship made everyday life 
very different. There are empty seats 
at the table this year. We pray for com-
fort and healing for those families as 
they navigate this time of grief. 

With the current economic crisis at 
home, rising prices at the gas station, 
grocery store, and everywhere in be-
tween, more and more Utah families 
are worried about losing a job, keeping 
the doors of their small business open, 
paying their mortgage, and making 
ends meet. 

Even during the toughest of times, I 
know the spirit of Utahns. I have seen 
how families across our State have 
helped each other through dark times 
toward better and brighter days. 

I am wishing all Utahns good health, 
especially the men and women who 
have put on the uniform to serve in our 
great State, across the country, and 
abroad. They make the world and our 
country a safer place. 

Especially during the holidays, I 
think Norman Rockwell’s Four Free-
doms are very appropriate: The Free-
dom of Speech, the Freedom to Wor-
ship, the Freedom From Want, and the 
Freedom From Fear. This is the Amer-
ican way. This is the American Dream. 
As Americans, we hold these freedoms 
incredibly dear and commit to protect 
them for future generations. 

It is within our DNA to confront our 
crises and weather rough storms to 
leave our country a little bit better 
than we found it for our children and 
our children’s children. 

This season of thanksgiving, I hope 
that we can continue to support one 
another and unite in our shared grati-
tude. Despite our daily struggles, we 
have so much to be thankful for. I pray 
that Utahns across our beautiful State 
will continue to be blessed this holiday 
season. 

Madam Speaker, I yield to the senior 
member of our delegation, CHRIS STEW-
ART. 

Mr. STEWART. Madam Speaker, 
what an honor it is to be here with my 
friends, people that I have tremendous 
respect for, colleagues, people who love 
their country and want to serve their 
country. 

Several of them have said something 
that I think is worth emphasizing, and 
that is, for example, when Mr. CURTIS 
talks about 40 percent of the money 
that was printed in the history of this 
country was printed in the last several 
months, I am not sure that that is easy 
to convey to people how important 
that is. 

We talk about a million dollars or a 
billion dollars or now a trillion dollars, 
and I am not sure we have an under-
standing, again, what those numbers 
even mean. I think a lot of times peo-
ple think of a trillion dollars, well, it 
sounds like a lot of money. Is that like 
double a billion or what is a trillion? 

I think I found a really good way to 
illustrate it and for us to visualize 
what it means when we are printing 
this kind of money. 

Let me start with this: A million sec-
onds is 11 days. A billion seconds is 31 
years. A trillion seconds is 31,000 years. 
Think about that. 11 days to 31 years to 
31,000 years. The people watching at 
home can’t see this enormous Chamber 
we are in but imagine that I stretched 
a string from this wall to this wall, and 
let’s say that over here is zero, and 
then I ask them to go touch 11 days, 
they would go touch and they would be 
nearly touching the wall. But then if I 
said touch 31 years, if this one over 
here is 31,000 years, they would still 
nearly be touching the wall, and all the 
rest of that distance is a trillion. I 
think that gives us a sense and gives us 
a way to visualize when we talk about 
spending trillions of dollars, it is mag-
nitudes more than billions. It is an un-
imaginable number, like Mr. CURTIS 
said, the percentage of that that has 
been created in the last few months. 

Since COVID hit, we spent about $2 
trillion on the COVID 1 relief package; 
we spent about the same, $1.9 trillion, 
on the second COVID relief package. 
This President suggested a budget that 
takes us from about $4.8 trillion a year 
to $6.3 trillion. We just spent $1.2 tril-
lion on infrastructure. This govern-
ment has spent, taken together, more 
than $11 trillion in a matter of months. 
That should scare the life out of every 
American. 

People say, Well, you are kicking the 
can of debt down the road to our kids 
or grandkids. That is nonsense. We will 
never get to our grandkids if we spend 
trillions of dollars in a matter of 
months. We will never get to our kids 
if we spend $11 trillion in 18 months. 

This problem will correct itself. It 
will correct itself in a painful way and 
in not a matter of generations, a mat-
ter of years, if we don’t try to fix it 
now. 

If you think inflation is because of 
bottlenecks and supply chains, that 
was part of it. But the vast majority of 
this is explained by one thing: The Fed-
eral Government spending trillions of 
dollars. And the American people pay 
the very unfortunate, the very painful 
price. 

Once again, I thank Mr. OWENS for 
the honor to be with him tonight. 

Mr. OWENS. Madam Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

f 

BUILD BACK BETTER 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2021, the Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr. 
GROTHMAN) for 30 minutes. 

Mr. GROTHMAN. Madam Speaker, I 
would like to use this time to speak for 
a half hour on a variety of issues, pri-
marily the Build Back Better bill. 

But first, I would like to address 
today National Apprenticeship Week. 
Apprenticeships are a very good way to 
begin your working career. Rather 
than working your way into debt as 
you go to school, you are making 
money while you go to school, and 
there is no better preparation for a job 
than doing the job itself. 

Be it in construction, be it in manu-
facturing, be it in healthcare, there is 
a strong need in America for skills, and 
apprenticeship is a way to get those 
skills and ensure that you hit the 
ground running and get a good-paying 
job immediately. 

I strongly encourage all Americans, 
particularly young Americans, who are 
looking for a job to look at apprentice-
ship and encourage administrators of 
secondary schools to present appren-
ticeships as options for young people. 

Now I would like to address the Build 
Back Better bill. A lot has been writ-
ten and talked about the Build Back 
Better bill from this very microphone, 
and a lot has been focused on the addi-
tional taxes that will be needed to pay 
for it and the overall level of spending 
resulting in more inflation. 

All that is true, but I think the most 
dangerous thing about the bill is what 
the money is being spent for. I am 
going to address five areas in general 
tonight for the American public to re-
member. 

Right now, I think the biggest prob-
lem in America deals with illegal im-
migration. The numbers are well 
known. In July, a year ago, 8,000 people 
came into this country. This July it 
was 105,000 people. This October we hit 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 02:48 Nov 17, 2021 Jkt 029060 PO 00000 Frm 00045 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K16NO7.084 H16NOPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

12
6Q

N
23

P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH6314 November 16, 2021 
the all-time high number of people 
processed for any October at the south-
ern border. 

The drug gangs are making lots of 
money down there. Some people tell 
me the drug gangs are making more 
money bringing people in the country 
than they did selling drugs. Seven 
years ago, when I first got this job, 
45,000 Americans a year were dying of 
illegal drug overdoses. We are now at 
93,000, more than double. 

When I first got here, we talked 
about the number of people dying of il-
legal drug overdoses approaching the 
number of soldiers who died in Viet-
nam. Now we are approaching twice 
the number of soldiers who died in 
Vietnam. 

We talk about the humanitarian 
mess down there. In July, 15,000 minors 
were left alone and coming into the 
country. Last year we hit another all- 
time record, 557 deaths of people trying 
to get in the country, be it from dehy-
drating in the desert, drowning in the 
Rio Grande, or falling off the wall. 

What are we doing with this crisis in 
this bill? What vision do they have for 
America? First of all, they are going to 
take about 7 million people who have 
snuck into the country illegally in the 
past and give them amnesty. In addi-
tion to the unfairness of having some 
people skip ahead of other people, that 
is an invitation to bring still more peo-
ple into the country. 

Secondly, they are going to make it 
more difficult to kick people out of the 
country. More parole for people with 
sex offenses, people with firearm of-
fenses, and this parole is mandatory. It 
is not something that can be revoked 
at the discretion of DHS. 

In this bill, as a further inducement 
to come here, we are going to give 
away free Pell grants, which is to say 
free college scholarships to people com-
ing here illegally. Hard as it is to be-
lieve, while Americans are spending $20 
thousand, $30 thousand, $40 thousand, 
$50,000 in debt for a college diploma, in 
the Build Back Better bill, we are 
going to give away free college to peo-
ple who are here illegally. 

Furthermore, in this bill, a bill 
spending trillions of dollars, about the 
only thing they are not spending more 
money on is the Border Patrol. We all 
know that as more children come here, 
the Border Patrol has to spend more 
time on paperwork caring for children, 
so they need more people at the border. 
But as the border is left open, the one 
thing the Democrat Party sadly feels is 
not a priority is more Border Patrol 
agents. 

So again, to repeat, in the Build 
Back Better bill, 7 million more people 
given amnesty, requiring more parole 
for people who have committed serious 
crimes so that they are not kicked out 
of the country, and free Pell grants, 
which fits nicely with the free 
healthcare we give away as well. 

I want to mention that free 
healthcare. The average American is 
sitting there worrying about their de-

ductible, should we go to the doctor, 
should we not? What does the majority 
party want to do? Well, we have got to 
give illegals free healthcare. It is the 
only fair thing to do. 

b 1830 

The second big problem I think in 
this country is what I will call a grow-
ing number of Americans adapting to 
the welfare lifestyle. 

Beginning in the 1960s, Lyndon John-
son—in my opinion, the worst Presi-
dent in this country until this time— 
started a massive welfare state, the re-
sult of which was causing people to 
work less and to make sure they didn’t 
get married because it was hard to 
take advantage of the welfare system if 
you were married. In other words, the 
goal was to discourage marriage, dis-
courage work. 

Since that time, the number of peo-
ple with particularly a father in the 
family has decreased considerably 
since the early sixties in response to 
the Great Society, which discouraged— 
gave financial inducements not to have 
a male in the family. 

How does the Build Back Better bill 
deal with the American crisis of the 
breakdown of the family? Wherever 
you look, they are putting more money 
into these programs, the programs that 
in the past were created for people who 
didn’t make much money and were cre-
ated for people who weren’t married to 
somebody making money: food share; 
low-income housing; Medicaid; 
daycare; earned income tax credit that 
you had to earn something to get, but 
if you began to make over $15,000 or 
$20,000, they took that away from you; 
TANF funds, cash to people also adopt-
ing that lifestyle. 

So how does the majority party re-
spond to the crisis of a welfare system 
that discourages work and discourages 
marriage? We have a larger earned in-
come tax credit, which goes up, again, 
if you are not married to somebody 
making a decent income. We are build-
ing a lot more low-income housing. 

Low-income housing sounds all very 
good, but I talked to a woman who ad-
ministers low-income housing. I asked 
her where people are coming from when 
they get off the waiting list for low-in-
come housing. Well, a lot of them were 
living with their parents. Okay. So we 
are going to take a parent and the 
child and give them their own apart-
ment, as opposed to having them live 
with grandparents. Is that a good 
thing, to move out of mom’s house? I 
don’t think so. 

We are increasing, or the Biden ad-
ministration itself, before we get to the 
bill, increased the amount of food 
stamps you are getting. We are adding 
more money in Pell grants, which is, 
again, a situation if you are a middle- 
class family and you are working, you 
aren’t eligible for Pell grants. But if 
you are adopting a certain lifestyle, 
you are eligible for free college. 

So it seems wherever you look, this 
program is encouraging that lifestyle, 

which I think is unfortunate for Amer-
ica. 

There are wonderful people who are 
parents in all sorts of situations, but 
undeniably in this country we are right 
now penalizing what I will call the old- 
fashioned family. And I will point out 
that it is something, as we started this 
session and Black Lives Matter 
weighed in strongly in the last election 
to who would win, Black Lives Matter 
itself, their founders, quoted Karl 
Marx, the fact that they did not believe 
in the traditional family. 

When I look here, it seems that that 
is a motivating factor behind putting 
this bill together, and we are going to 
penalize the traditional family. 

The third ideal that flows through 
the Build Back Better Act is to iden-
tify people by racial background. 
Whether you are talking about money 
for small businesses, money for teacher 
preparation, money for community res-
toration, faculty of colleges of medi-
cine, equity in the Department of Agri-
culture, or behavioral health, wherever 
you look, it is not like the programs 
are for all Americans. The programs 
are designed for certain Americans. 

I was reading some statements by 
Yuri Bezmenov, who was a Russian de-
fector in the 1960s. At the time, he 
talked about how the Marxists planned 
to take over America. He said the ma-
jority of money spent in the United 
States was not spent on subversive or 
covert activities. It was spent openly 
to try to demoralize Americans to 
think that America was not a great 
country. A quote from him is that ‘‘ra-
cial and ethnic interrelations is one of 
the most vulnerable areas for demor-
alization’’ of Americans. 

Now, one would think his observation 
as someone who had been around the 
world is that there is no better place to 
live than America. But right now, it 
seems as though the majority party is 
doing the work that the Soviets want-
ed to accomplish in the twenties. They 
want to tell everybody that we ought 
to have racial animus, that we ought 
to pit one group against another group. 

When you look around the world, one 
of the reasons nations fail, nations 
based on elections, is that those elec-
tions become contests between ethnic 
groups. 

I never felt Canada was quite as suc-
cessful as America because, to a de-
gree, their elections pitted the French 
speakers against the English speakers. 
You look at elections in the Middle 
East, and it is the Sunnis against the 
Shiites. You look at elections in Afri-
ca, and it is one tribe against another 
tribe. 

In other words, when they go to the 
polls, they don’t say what is the appro-
priate money to spend on national de-
fense or what is our roads policy or 
what should be appropriate criminal 
justice policy or the length of jail sen-
tences. No, in these countries that fail, 
the elections are a contest of one eth-
nic group against another. 

Not surprisingly, therefore, the peo-
ple who want America to fail would set 
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up programs designed to benefit one 
group against the other. 

We have seen this earlier this session 
when we had a program forgiving agri-
culture debts only for so-called people 
of color. We also saw it earlier this ses-
sion when we had a program that ran 
out of money for restauranteurs, and 
the people at the bottom of the list 
were people who happened to be White. 

A guy came up to me in my district 
who would have gotten, he claims, tens 
of thousands of dollars if he were of a 
different ethnic background. He won-
dered why he was left behind. Well, it 
is because we have a party here that 
likes to set one group against another 
group. 

That is the third way or the third vi-
sion that the majority party has for 
America. They want to pit one group 
against the other. They want people to 
always view themselves rather than as 
an American. They want to view them-
selves as a Hispanic American or an 
Asian American or an African Amer-
ican. 

The fourth way they want to change 
America in this bill, which also has not 
been talked about enough, is they want 
to provide universal preschool for 3- 
and 4-year-olds. Not only that, they 
want to make sure that the preschools 
not be run by religious entities—kind 
of letting the cat out of the bag. They 
want to make sure that, insofar as the 
3- and 4-year-olds were taught any-
thing, it not be any religious values. 

Again, in America, the raising of the 
children is supposed to be something 
done by the parents. The family is sup-
posed to be preeminent in raising the 
children. Even in my lifetime, the kin-
dergartners have gone from, at least in 
Wisconsin, half-day 5-year-old kinder-
garten to all-day 5-year-old kinder-
garten to half-day 4-year-old kinder-
garten. 

We now are, in one fell swoop, having 
the Federal Government, which under 
the Constitution should have nothing 
to do with this whatsoever anyway, 
going all the way down to the govern-
ment raising the 3- and 4-year-olds. 

It is a fundamental change in how 
much influence the parents have on 
their children and should be resisted, 
not resisted for the cost, although the 
cost is a good reason to resist it, but 
resisted because it is contrary to the 
profamily values that our ancestors 
felt we would have. 

The fifth thing that I would like to 
talk about in this bill is it is apparent 
the authors want a lot more govern-
ment surveillance of what people are 
doing. 

President Biden on his own recently 
proposed monitoring every $600 trans-
fer. Eventually, he had to back off 
under public criticism. He is now at 
$10,000. But you know if he could get 
back down to 600 bucks, he would do it 
in a heartbeat. 

Why would the government care if I 
cashed a $600 check? I can imagine in 
today’s world why they would care. 
Maybe they want to monitor me. 

Maybe they want to see what type of 
church I am contributing money to. 
Maybe they want to see if I am pur-
chasing a firearm. Maybe they want to 
see if I am giving money to a magazine 
or giving money to a political party, 
maybe a magazine espousing politi-
cally incorrect beliefs. Maybe they 
want to look at whether I give any 
money to a political party that may be 
out of favor in a few years. 

I think it is appalling that anybody 
would think that it is up to the govern-
ment to see exactly where I am spend-
ing my money. We all know it is going 
for only bad purposes. 

But in this bill, there is another item 
that hasn’t been talked about enough, 
and that is the majority party wants to 
hire another 85,000 IRS agents—85,000. I 
think that is bigger than the average 
NFL stadium. It is about one of the big 
college stadiums. I went to the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin. It is about the size of 
filling up Camp Randall, 85,000 agents. 

Of course, what is the purpose of 
those agents? To go around and mon-
itor people’s tax returns, to poke 
around, look for receipts, make adjust-
ments, make guesses to what your in-
come actually should be. It is clearly a 
different sort of country if you have 
85,000. I wouldn’t bring this up if it was 
1,000 new agents, but 85,000 new IRS 
agents. 

It sounds like proportionately we are 
headed, again, toward more of a sur-
veillance state, toward less of a free 
state. It is the vision, sadly, of the ma-
jority party. 

I want to review them one more 
time. I hope the American public, when 
they look at this bill, does pay atten-
tion to the bottom line. There is going 
to be more inflation, higher costs on 
the heat bill, no question about it. But 
regardless of the amount of money, 
this is a document put together by peo-
ple who want to encourage illegal im-
migration all the way down to giving 
free college to people who come here. It 
is a party that wants to increase wel-
fare benefits, benefits that are condi-
tioned upon not working too much and 
certainly not marrying a person with a 
respectable income. It is a party that 
wants to further entrench in the Amer-
ican psyche the idea that we have to 
have different programs based on sex, 
different programs based on race, and 
people ought to ask what you are going 
give me because I am from this group 
or what you are going to give me be-
cause I am a woman, rather than treat-
ing all Americans the same. 

It is a bill that is put out with an 
ideal of the government raising the 
children instead of the parents, more 
responsibility for raising the children 
instead of the parents—again, some-
thing that I think would have stunned 
our forefathers. 

Finally, it is a bill put together by 
people who want to hire a lot of new 
government employees to monitor 
what is going on. 

I strongly encourage my colleagues 
to vote against the bill, and I strongly 

encourage the American public to fa-
miliarize themselves with not only the 
size of the cost of the bill but the de-
gree to which we are fundamentally 
changing the way Americans live. 

Now, I am going to speak one more 
time on an issue which I will try to 
highlight later this week or next week. 
We have a big COVID problem in this 
country, and obviously, a lot of money 
is being spent on vaccines and a lot of 
money is going to educating people. 

It is my opinion that not enough at-
tention has been paid to what we can 
do to cure COVID if you get COVID, be 
it vaccinated or unvaccinated. 

Months, maybe even a year ago now, 
some Israeli researchers discovered 
that fenofibrate, a generic drug that 
has been used to treat high cholesterol, 
has tremendous potential success in 
curing COVID. 

More recently, they found 15 people 
who not only had had COVID but had 
pneumonia and were on oxygen. I 
would say if somebody had COVID with 
pneumonia and was on oxygen, they 
were in bad shape. They gave them this 
generic drug, which was freely used for 
over 40 years in this country for high 
cholesterol, and 14 of the 15 patients 
were out of the hospital in 4 days. The 
other guy was out in 2 weeks. In other 
words, it sounds like a cure. 

I have been trying to get the CDC to 
push—they put a little money into it— 
but push more money into this pro-
gram for research to see whether or not 
we would have a cure. I have been told 
by the researchers to this day that the 
CDC would try a little bit harder, and 
there is a researcher at the University 
of Pennsylvania looking into this. But 
if you really want to say it is success-
ful, you want to find at least 700 sub-
jects or patients. It is hard to find that 
many people without help from the 
CDC, particularly if you don’t have the 
big money of the drug companies be-
hind you. 

Right now, our researcher at the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania has about 350 
people. He likes to believe that, by the 
end of March, he will be able to make 
a definitive statement that fenofibrate 
would be able to cure COVID for under 
50 cents a day. 

b 1845 
Wouldn’t that be wonderful. And not 

only does it cure COVID, but if you get 
COVID it will be much less serious. 
And right now, long-term COVID, even 
if you are cured, can result in long- 
term health problems otherwise. 

I strongly encourage my colleagues 
to encourage the Center for Disease 
Control to look at COVID, see what 
they can do about coming up with an-
other 300 or 400 people for a definitive 
study and then rush—if the study 
winds up as well as we think it will— 
rush out and educate these doctors to 
prescribe it because it is entirely pos-
sible it will greatly reduce the number 
of people with long-term COVID and 
the number of people dying. 

Again, if anybody at the CDC is lis-
tening, I hope you take advantage of 
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this tip. And otherwise, me and my col-
leagues will sign a letter including a 
little more action from the CDC, be-
cause if we found a cure for COVID we 
wouldn’t have to worry about all the 
other controversial issues that are so 
damaging to our country and taking 
away our freedoms. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

f 

SENATE BILL REFERRED 
A bill of the Senate of the following 

title was taken from the Speaker’s 
table and, under the rule, referred as 
follows: 

S. 2923.—An act to improve the Fishery Re-
source Disaster Relief program of the Na-
tional Marine Fisheries Service, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Natural 
Resources. 

f 

SENATE ENROLLED BILL SIGNED 
The Speaker announced her signa-

ture to an enrolled bill of the Senate of 
the following title: 

S. 1511.—An act to amend the Omnibus 
Crime Control Safe Streets Act of 1968 with 
respect to payments to certain public safety 
officers who have become permanently and 
totally disabled as a result of personal inju-
ries sustained in the line of duty, and for 
other purposes. 

ADJOURNMENT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 11(b) of House Resolu-
tion 188, the House stands adjourned 
until 10 a.m. tomorrow for morning- 
hour debate and noon for legislative 
business. 

Thereupon (at 6 o’clock and 47 min-
utes p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until tomorrow, 
Wednesday, November 17, 2021, at 10 
a.m. for morning-hour debate. 

h 
BUDGETARY EFFECTS OF PAYGO LEGISLATION 

Pursuant to the Statutory Pay-As-You-Go Act of 2010 (PAYGO), Mr. YARMUTH hereby submits, prior to the vote on 
passage, for printing in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, that H.R. 147, the BRAVE Act, as amended, would have no significant 
effect on the deficit, and therefore, the budgetary effects of such bill are estimated as zero. 

Pursuant to the Statutory Pay-As-You-Go Act of 2010 (PAYGO), Mr. YARMUTH hereby submits, prior to the vote on 
passage, the attached estimate of the costs of H.R. 5603, the Protections for Student Veterans Act, as amended, for print-
ing in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. 

ESTIMATE OF PAY-AS-YOU-GO EFFECTS FOR H.R. 5603 

By fiscal year, in millions of dollars— 

2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 2027 2028 2029 2030 2031 2022– 
2026 

2022– 
2031 

Statutory Pay-As-You-Go Impact ................................................................................................................................................................................ ¥1 ¥1 ¥1 ¥1 ¥1 ¥1 ¥1 ¥1 ¥1 ¥1 ¥5 ¥10 

Components may not sum to totals because of rounding 

h 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 

ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

EC–2668. A letter from the Director, Office 
of Financial Management, United States 
Capitol Police, transmitting the Statement 
of Disbursements for the U.S. Capitol Police 
for the period April 1, 2021 through Sep-
tember 30, 2021, pursuant to 2 U.S.C. 1910(a); 
Public Law 109-55, Sec. 1005; (119 Stat. 575) 
(H. Doc. No. 117—74); to the Committee on 
House Administration and ordered to be 
printed. 

EC–2669. A letter from the Management 
and Program Analyst, FAA, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Airworthiness Direc-
tives; Airbus SAS Airplanes [Docket No.: 
FAA-2021-0368; Project Identifier MCAI-2021- 
00204-T; Amendment 39-21705; AD 2021-18-04] 
(RIN: 2120-AA64) received October 21, 2021, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture. 

EC–2670. A letter from the Management 
and Program Analyst, FAA, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Airworthiness Direc-
tives; Fokker Services B.V. Airplanes [Dock-
et No.: FAA-2021-0698; Project Identifier 
MCAI-2021-00284-T; Amendment 39-21703; AD 
2021-18-02] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received October 
21, 2021, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); 
Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to 
the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure. 

EC–2671. A letter from the Management 
and Program Analyst, FAA, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Airworthiness Direc-

tives; DG Flugzeugbau GmbH Gliders [Dock-
et No.: FAA-2021-0212; Project Identifier 2018- 
CE-032-AD; Amendment 39-21715; AD 2021-18- 
14] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received October 21, 2021, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture. 

EC–2672. A letter from the Management 
and Program Analyst, FAA, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Airworthiness Direc-
tives; Hélicoptères Guimbal Helicopters 
[Docket No.: FAA-2021-0574; Project Identi-
fier 2019-SW-073-AD; Amendment 39-21725; AD 
2021-19-07] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received October 
21, 2021, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); 
Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to 
the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure. 

EC–2673. A letter from the Management 
and Program Analyst, FAA, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Airworthiness Direc-
tives; RUAG Aerospace Services GmbH (Type 
Certificate Previously Held by Dornier 
Luftfahrt GmbH) Airplanes [Docket No.: 
FAA-2021-0726; Project Identifier 2019-CE-059- 
AD; Amendment 39-21724; AD 2021-19-06] (RIN: 
2120-AA64) received October 21, 2021, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, 
Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

EC–2674. A letter from the Management 
and Program Analyst, FAA, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Airworthiness Direc-
tives; Airbus Helicopters [Docket No.: FAA- 
2021-500; Project Identifier 2017-SW-069-AD; 
Amendment 39-21720; AD 2021-19-02] (RIN: 
2120-AA64) received October 21, 2021, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, 
Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

EC–2675. A letter from the Management 
and Program Analyst, FAA, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Airworthiness Direc-
tives; Airbus Helicopters [Docket No.: FAA- 
2021-0785; Project Identifier AD-2021-00989-R; 
Amendment 39-21734; AD 2021-19-16] (RIN: 
2120-AA64) received October 21, 2021, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, 
Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

EC–2676. A letter from the Management 
and Program Analyst, FAA, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Airworthiness Direc-
tives; Bell Textron Canada Limited (Type 
Certificate Previously Held by Bell Heli-
copter Textron Canada Limited) Helicopters 
[Docket No.: FAA-2021-0513; Project Identi-
fier 2018-SW-116-AD; Amendment 39-21717; AD 
2021-18-16] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received October 
21, 2021, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); 
Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to 
the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure. 

EC–2677. A letter from the Management 
and Program Analyst, FAA, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Airworthiness Direc-
tives; Leonardo S.p.a. Helicopters [Docket 
No.: FAA-2021-0507; Project Identifier 2018- 
SW-117-AD; Amendment 39-21712; AD 2021-18- 
11] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received October 21, 2021, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture. 

EC–2678. A letter from the Management 
and Program Analyst, FAA, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Airworthiness Direc-
tives; Leonardo S.p.a. Helicopters [Docket 
No.: FAA-2021-0724; Project Identifier MCAI- 
2021-00321-R; Amendment 39-21723; AD 2021-19- 
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05] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received October 21, 2021, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture. 

EC–2679. A letter from the Management 
and Program Analyst, FAA, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Airworthiness Direc-
tives; Leonardo S.p.a. Helicopters [Docket 
No.: FAA-2021-0505; Project Identifier 2018- 
SW-004-AD; Amendment 39-21721; AD 2021-19- 
03] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received October 21, 2021, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture. 

EC–2680. A letter from the Management 
and Program Analyst, FAA, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Airworthiness Direc-
tives; PZL Swidnik S.A. Helicopters [Docket 
No.: FAA-2021-0721; Project Identifier MCAI- 
2020-00616-R; Amendment 39-21713; AD 2021-18- 
12] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received October 21, 2021, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture. 

EC–2681. A letter from the Management 
and Program Analyst, FAA, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Airworthiness Direc-
tives; PZL Swidnik S.A. Helicopters [Docket 
No.: FAA-2021-0723; Project Identifier MCAI- 
2020-00268-R; Amendment 39-21716; AD 2021-18- 
15] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received October 21, 2021, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture. 

EC–2682. A letter from the Management 
and Program Analyst, FAA, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Airworthiness Direc-
tives; Bell Textron Inc. (Type Certificate 
Previously Held by Bell Helicopter Textron 
Inc.) Helicopters [Docket No.: FAA-2021-0454; 
Project Identifier AD-2021-00006-R; Amend-
ment 39-21740; AD 2021-20-02] (RIN: 2120-AA64) 
received October 21, 2021, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

EC–2683. A letter from the Management 
and Program Analyst, FAA, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Airworthiness Direc-
tives; Gulfstream Aerospace LP Airplanes; 
Correction [Docket No.: FAA-2021-0459; 
Project Identifier MCAI-2021-00129-T; Amend-
ment 39-21697; AD 2021-17-14] (RIN: 2120-AA64) 
received October 21, 2021, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

EC–2684. A letter from the Management 
and Program Analyst, FAA, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Airworthiness Direc-
tives; Pratt & Whitney Turbofan Engines 
[Docket No.: FAA-2021-0515; Project Identi-
fier AD-2021-00191-E; Amendment 39-21739; AD 
2021-20-01] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received October 
21, 2021, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); 
Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to 
the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure. 

EC–2685. A letter from the Management 
and Program Analyst, FAA, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s supplemental notice of proposed rule-
making — Airworthiness Directives; Rolls- 
Royce Deutschland Ltd & Co KG (Type Cer-
tificate Previously Held by Rolls-Royce plc) 
Turbofan Engines [Docket No.: FAA-2020- 
0364; Project Identifier MCAI-2019-00119-E] 
(RIN: 2120-AA64) received October 21, 2021, 

pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture. 

EC–2686. A letter from the Management 
and Program Analyst, FAA, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s notice of proposed rulemaking — Air-
worthiness Directives; Safran Helicopter En-
gines, S.A. (Type Certificate Previously Held 
by Turbomeca S.A.) Turboshaft Engines 
[Docket No.: FAA-2021-0793; Project Identi-
fier MCAI-2021-00372-E] (RIN: 2120-AA64) re-
ceived October 21, 2021, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure. 

EC–2687. A letter from the Management 
and Program Analyst, FAA, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Airworthiness Direc-
tives; General Electric Company Turbofan 
Engines [Docket No.: FAA-2019-0919; Project 
Identifier 2019-NE-24-AD; Amendment 39- 
21714; AD 2021-18-13] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received 
October 21, 2021, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure. 

EC–2688. A letter from the Management 
and Program Analyst, FAA, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Revocation of Class E 
Airspace: Port Huron, MI [Docket No.: FAA- 
2021-0235; Airspace Docket No.: 21-AGL-18] 
(RIN: 2120-AA66) received October 21, 2021, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture. 

f 

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public 
bills and resolutions of the following 
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows: 

By Mrs. FISCHBACH: 
H.R. 5982. A bill to make revisions in title 

51, United States Code, as necessary to keep 
the title current, and to make technical 
amendments to improve the United States 
Code; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. CARL: 
H.R. 5983. A bill to expand the eligibility of 

veterans for hospital care and medical serv-
ices provided by non-Department of Veterans 
Affairs medical providers under the Veterans 
Choice Program; to the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs. 

By Mr. HUFFMAN (for himself, Mr. 
THOMPSON of Pennsylvania, Mr. 
SCHRADER, Mr. KATKO, Mr. 
FITZPATRICK, Mr. NEGUSE, Mr. PHIL-
LIPS, Mr. MCKINLEY, Mr. CONNOLLY, 
Mr. SIRES, Mr. LANGEVIN, Ms. STRICK-
LAND, Ms. CRAIG, Mr. RASKIN, Mrs. 
HAYES, Ms. PINGREE, Miss GONZÁLEZ- 
COLÓN, and Mr. STAUBER): 

H.R. 5984. A bill to amend part B of the In-
dividuals with Disabilities Education Act to 
provide full Federal funding of such part; to 
the Committee on Education and Labor. 

By Ms. MALLIOTAKIS (for herself and 
Mr. DONALDS): 

H.R. 5985. A bill to establish the Office of 
the Special Inspector General for State 
Spending and Waste, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Oversight and Reform. 

By Mr. PAYNE (for himself, Mr. 
MCGOVERN, Mr. THOMPSON of Mis-
sissippi, Ms. NORTON, Mr. SIRES, Mr. 
JOHNSON of Georgia, Mr. BOWMAN, Mr. 
MFUME, Mr. VEASEY, Mr. BISHOP of 
Georgia, Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN, and 
Ms. JACKSON LEE): 

H.R. 5986. A bill to improve men’s health 
initiatives, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

By Ms. ROSS (for herself and Ms. 
MACE): 

H.R. 5987. A bill to amend the Toxic Sub-
stances Control Act with respect to the 
PFAS data call, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

By Mr. STEWART (for himself, Mr. 
JACKSON, and Ms. MALLIOTAKIS): 

H.R. 5988. A bill to restrict the use of Fed-
eral Funds for gain-of-function research in 
the People’s Republic of China; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce, and in ad-
dition to the Committees on Science, Space, 
and Technology, Oversight and Reform, and 
Foreign Affairs, for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each 
case for consideration of such provisions as 
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee 
concerned. 

By Mr. SWALWELL (for himself, Mr. 
PETERS, and Mr. EMMER): 

H.R. 5989. A bill to require the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services to conduct a 
demonstration program to genetic and 
genomic testing for certain children, to pro-
vide for a study by the National Academy of 
Medicine on the use of such testing to im-
prove health care, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Energy and Commerce, 
and in addition to the Committee on Ways 
and Means, for a period to be subsequently 
determined by the Speaker, in each case for 
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned. 

By Mr. TAYLOR (for himself and Mr. 
GOLDEN): 

H.R. 5990. A bill to direct the Secretary of 
Education to carry out a program to recog-
nize high schools and local educational agen-
cies for expanding high-quality dual credit 
programs; to the Committee on Education 
and Labor. 

By Mrs. KIRKPATRICK (for herself, 
Mr. BOST, Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illi-
nois, Mr. KINZINGER, Mr. MOULTON, 
Mr. KATKO, and Mr. RYAN): 

H. Res. 794. A resolution recognizing the 
heroic efforts of United States and Coalition 
forces who conducted the airlift in Operation 
Allies Refuge; to the Committee on Armed 
Services. 

f 

CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY 
STATEMENT 

Pursuant to clause 7 of rule XII of 
the Rules of the House of Representa-
tives, the following statements are sub-
mitted regarding the specific powers 
granted to Congress in the Constitu-
tion to enact the accompanying bill or 
joint resolution. 

By Mrs. FISCHBACH: 
H.R. 5982. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1 

By Mr. CARL: 
H.R. 5983. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 18: 
The Congress shall have Power to make all 

Laws which shall be necessary and proper for 
carrying into Execution the foregoing Pow-
ers, and all other Powers vested by this Con-
stitution in the Government of the United 
States, or in any Department or Officer 
thereof. 

By Mr. HUFFMAN: 
H.R. 5984. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
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Article I, Section 8, Clause 1: The Congress 

shall have Power To lay and collect Taxes, 
Duties, Imposts and Excises, to pay the 
Debts and provide for the common Defense 
and general Welfare of the United States; but 
all Duties, Imposts and Excises shall be uni-
form throughout the United States; Article 
I, Section 8, Clause 18: To make all Laws 
which shall be necessary and proper for car-
rying into Execution the foregoing Powers, 
and all other Powers vested by this Constitu-
tion in the Government of the United States, 
or in any Department of Officer thereof. 

By Ms. MALLIOTAKIS: 
H.R. 5985. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 18: 
The Congress shall have Power to make all 

Laws which shall be necessary and proper for 
carrying into Execution the foregoing Pow-
ers, and all other Powers vested by this Con-
stitution in the Government of the United 
States, or in any Department or Officer 
thereof. 

By Mr. PAYNE: 
H.R. 5986. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
This bill is enacted pursuant to the power 

granted to Congress under Article I, Section 
8, Clause 3 of the United States Constitution. 

By Ms. ROSS: 
H.R. 5987. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 of the United States 

Constitution. 
By Mr. STEWART: 

H.R. 5988. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 3 

By Mr. SWALWELL: 
H.R. 5989. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
the 16th amendment 

By Mr. TAYLOR: 
H.R. 5990. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 

f 

ADDITIONAL SPONSORS 

Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors 
were added to public bills and resolu-
tions, as follows: 

H.R. 55: Ms. BROWN of Ohio. 
H.R. 69: Mr. GONZALEZ of Ohio. 
H.R. 79: Ms. OMAR, Ms. WASSERMAN 

SCHULTZ, Ms. KAPTUR, Mr. GRIJALVA, and Ms. 
MCCOLLUM. 

H.R. 82: Ms. BROWN of Ohio and Mr. EVANS. 
H.R. 151: Mr. CORREA, Mr. NORCROSS, Mrs. 

KIRKPATRICK, and Mrs. TRAHAN. 
H.R. 214: Mr. GONZALEZ of Ohio. 
H.R. 263: Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. 
H.R. 303: Mr. SCHRADER. 
H.R. 475: Ms. BLUNT ROCHESTER. 
H.R. 481: Mr. GOODEN of Texas. 
H.R. 603: Ms. BROWN of Ohio. 
H.R. 612: Mr. GALLEGO, Mrs. KIRKPATRICK, 

Mr. O’HALLERAN, Mr. GRIJALVA, and Mr. 
NEGUSE. 

H.R. 695: Ms. BROWN of Ohio. 
H.R. 729: Ms. BROWN of Ohio, Mr. DANNY K. 

DAVIS of Illinois, Mr. CARTER of Louisiana, 
Mrs. KIRKPATRICK, Mr. LAWSON of Florida, 
Mrs. LAWRENCE, Ms. BLUNT ROCHESTER, Ms. 
SEWELL, Ms. JACKSON LEE, Ms. MOORE of 
Wisconsin, Ms. SCANLON, Ms. PRESSLEY, Ms. 
UNDERWOOD, Mr. WELCH, Ms. GARCIA of 
Texas, Mr. TRONE, Mr. GREEN of Texas, Mr. 
LYNCH, Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New 

York, Mr. MEEKS, Mr. VARGAS, Mr. 
SWALWELL, Mr. MOULTON, Ms. MATSUI, and 
Mrs. DINGELL. 

H.R. 750: Mr. CRIST. 
H.R. 763: Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin. 
H.R. 764: Mr. MCNERNEY. 
H.R. 849: Mr. ALLRED. 
H.R. 851: Ms. JACOBS of California. 
H.R. 962: Ms. NEWMAN. 
H.R. 1057: Mr. JEFFRIES and Ms. 

BOURDEAUX. 
H.R. 1179: Mr. WITTMAN. 
H.R. 1235: Mr. BROOKS and Mr. GARBARINO. 
H.R. 1241: Ms. WILLIAMS of Georgia. 
H.R. 1282: Ms. BOURDEAUX, Ms. SEWELL, Mr. 

LUETKEMEYER, and Mrs. HAYES. 
H.R. 1297: Ms. CRAIG and Ms. MATSUI. 
H.R. 1313: Ms. LEE of California. 
H.R. 1332: Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. 
H.R. 1384: Mr. CROW, Mr. SCHIFF, Ms. WIL-

LIAMS of Georgia, Mr. MEIJER, Ms. LOIS 
FRANKEL of Florida, Ms. SPEIER, Ms. 
BOURDEAUX, Mr. LARSON of Connecticut, and 
Mr. CLEAVER. 

H.R. 1437: Ms. BONAMICI. 
H.R. 1558: Mr. DESAULNIER. 
H.R. 1587: Mr. CROW. 
H.R. 1592: Mr. TAYLOR. 
H.R. 1593: Mr. EMMER and Mr. COOPER. 
H.R. 1648: Mr. MOULTON. 
H.R. 1661: Ms. JOHNSON of Texas, Ms. ROY-

BAL-ALLARD, Mr. CASTRO of Texas, Ms. 
BLUNT ROCHESTER, and Ms. CHU. 

H.R. 1667: Ms. JACOBS of California. 
H.R. 1676: Mr. MCKINLEY. 
H.R. 1735: Mr. LARSON of Connecticut and 

Mr. TAKANO. 
H.R. 1784: Mr. RUIZ. 
H.R. 1819: Mr. GOLDEN. 
H.R. 1959: Ms. STRICKLAND. 
H.R. 2050: Mr. SCHIFF. 
H.R. 2151: Miss GONZÁLEZ-COLÓN. 
H.R. 2192: Mrs. LESKO, Mr. ESPAILLAT, and 

Mr. LANGEVIN. 
H.R. 2230: Mr. RUIZ. 
H.R. 2234: Mr. RUPPERSBERGER. 
H.R. 2307: Mr. BEYER. 
H.R. 2311: Mr. SESSIONS. 
H.R. 2328: Mr. PHILLIPS. 
H.R. 2362: Mrs. HARTZLER. 
H.R. 2372: Ms. MANNING. 
H.R. 2433: Mr. GALLAGHER and Miss 

GONZÁLEZ-COLÓN. 
H.R. 2549: Mr. SOTO. 
H.R. 2565: Mr. GROTHMAN. 
H.R. 2631: Mr. AGUILAR. 
H.R. 2724: Mr. WELCH. 
H.R. 2748: Mr. HUIZENGA, Miss GONZÁLEZ- 

COLÓN, Mr. NORCROSS, Mr. DIAZ-BALART, Mr. 
BERGMAN, Ms. CHU, Mr. MURPHY of North 
Carolina, Mr. ELLZEY, and Ms. KELLY of Illi-
nois. 

H.R. 2835: Mr. CASTEN. 
H.R. 2840: Mr. SCOTT of Virginia and Ms. 

MOORE of Wisconsin. 
H.R. 2886: Ms. LEGER FERNANDEZ. 
H.R. 2954: Mr. ROSE, Ms. HERRERA 

BEUTLER, and Mr. FEENSTRA. 
H.R. 3001: Mr. LIEU. 
H.R. 3079: Ms. HERRERA BEUTLER. 
H.R. 3093: Miss RICE of New York. 
H.R. 3108: Mr. PAYNE. 
H.R. 3109: Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. 
H.R. 3150: Mr. HARDER of California. 
H.R. 3293: Ms. BROWN of Ohio. 
H.R. 3306: Mr. PFLUGER. 
H.R. 3355: Ms. JOHNSON of Texas, Mrs. 

TORRES of California, Mrs. LURIA, Mr. 
GOTTHEIMER, Mrs. TRAHAN, Mr. RUTHERFORD, 
Mr. CHABOT, Mrs. KIRKPATRICK, Mr. BERA, 
and Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. 

H.R. 3402: Mr. HORSFORD. 
H.R. 3405: Mr. KAHELE. 
H.R. 3465: Mr. HAGEDORN. 
H.R. 3511: Mr. CROW and Mr. DELGADO. 
H.R. 3571: Ms. JAYAPAL. 
H.R. 3602: Mr. RUSH, Ms. BASS, Ms. MENG, 

Ms. NORTON, and Mr. TAKANO. 

H.R. 3611: Mr. DESAULNIER. 
H.R. 3617: Mr. PETERS and Mr. BOWMAN. 
H.R. 3646: Ms. BOURDEAUX. 
H.R. 3655: Mr. CÁRDENAS, Mr. HIGGINS of 

New York, and Ms. NORTON. 
H.R. 3656: Mr. WENSTRUP, Mr. HIGGINS of 

New York, Mr. SUOZZI, Mr. LARSON of Con-
necticut, Mr. Cárdenas, and Mr. SAN NICO-
LAS. 

H.R. 3682: Ms. WILD. 
H.R. 3686: Ms. LEGER FERNANDEZ and Mr. 

WELCH. 
H.R. 3728: Mr. GARBARINO. 
H.R. 3783: Ms. SEWELL and Ms. OMAR. 
H.R. 3796: Mr. BIGGS. 
H.R. 3808: Ms. WILD. 
H.R. 3824: Mr. KAHELE. 
H.R. 3825: Ms. TLAIB. 
H.R. 3829: Ms. CRAIG. 
H.R. 3876: Mr. GARCÍA of Illinois, Ms. 

PRESSLEY, and Ms. MENG. 
H.R. 3986: Ms. BASS. 
H.R. 4021: Mr. MOORE of Utah. 
H.R. 4043: Ms. CRAIG, Mr. MCKINLEY, Mr. 

KELLY of Pennsylvania, and Mr. LIEU. 
H.R. 4071: Mr. MULLIN. 
H.R. 4122: Mr. DELGADO and Mr. RODNEY 

DAVIS of Illinois. 
H.R. 4150: Mr. KUSTOFF. 
H.R. 4198: Mr. CRIST. 
H.R. 4233: Miss GONZÁLEZ-COLÓN. 
H.R. 4311: Mr. HUFFMAN, Mr. NORCROSS, and 

Mr. LARSEN of Washington. 
H.R. 4366: Mr. CÁRDENAS. 
H.R. 4387: Mr. TONKO. 
H.R. 4412: Mr. CASTEN and Mr. SUOZZI. 
H.R. 4437: Mr. BACON. 
H.R. 4555: Ms. BARRAGÁN. 
H.R. 4589: Ms. STANSBURY. 
H.R. 4594: Ms. SCHAKOWSKY and Mr. 

CÁRDENAS. 
H.R. 4601: Mr. GALLAGHER. 
H.R. 4640: Mrs. FLETCHER. 
H.R. 4721: Mrs. HARTZLER. 
H.R. 4811: Ms. ADAMS, Mr. LIEU, and Mr. 

SCHIFF. 
H.R. 4942: Ms. MENG. 
H.R. 4943: Mrs. NAPOLITANO, Mr. HIGGINS of 

New York, and Ms. JACOBS of California. 
H.R. 4944: Mrs. NAPOLITANO, Mr. HIGGINS of 

New York, and Ms. JACOBS of California. 
H.R. 4946: Mr. RUTHERFORD. 
H.R. 4996: Mr. TURNER. 
H.R. 5129: Mr. CORREA, Mr. COSTA, Mr. 

EVANS, Mr. KIND, Mr. MRVAN, Mr. RYAN, Mr. 
LARSON of Connecticut, Mr. MICHAEL F. 
DOYLE of Pennsylvania, Mr. CARSON, and Mr. 
NEWHOUSE. 

H.R. 5131: Mr. HIGGINS of New York. 
H.R. 5141: Mr. KAHELE, Ms. BLUNT ROCH-

ESTER, Ms. SEWELL, Mr. TONY GONZALES of 
Texas, Mr. COSTA, Ms. BONAMICI, and Mr. 
CÁRDENAS. 

H.R. 5232: Mr. RYAN, Mrs. BUSTOS, and Mr. 
CARTER of Texas. 

H.R. 5249: Mrs. HAYES. 
H.R. 5302: Mr. DELGADO. 
H.R. 5338: Mr. PERLMUTTER, Mr. JOHNSON of 

Georgia, and Mr. TAKANO. 
H.R. 5342: Ms. DAVIDS of Kansas. 
H.R. 5352: Mr. DESAULNIER. 
H.R. 5410: Mr. WELCH. 
H.R. 5429: Ms. STEVENS and Mr. CARL. 
H.R. 5445: Mrs. AXNE and Mrs. KIRK-

PATRICK. 
H.R. 5468: Ms. CHU. 
H.R. 5502: Mr. RUSH, Mr. MCNERNEY, Mr. 

SOTO, Mr. CARTER of Georgia, Mr. TIMMONS, 
and Mr. MCKINLEY. 

H.R. 5512: Mr. MCKINLEY. 
H.R. 5521: Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio. 
H.R. 5544: Mr. PANETTA. 
H.R. 5545: Ms. TITUS and Mr. ALLRED. 
H.R. 5555: Mrs. AXNE. 
H.R. 5577: Mr. COLE, Mr. PANETTA, and Mr. 

GOLDEN. 
H.R. 5590: Mr. BABIN. 
H.R. 5595: Mr. AGUILAR, Mr. WELCH, and 

Mr. CRIST. 
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H.R. 5608: Mrs. HARTZLER and Ms. CRAIG. 
H.R. 5611: Mr. GRIJALVA and Mrs. NAPOLI-

TANO. 
H.R. 5613: Mr. BROOKS. 
H.R. 5619: Ms. CHENEY. 
H.R. 5629: Ms. JACOBS of California and Mr. 

SIRES. 
H.R. 5656: Ms. STEFANIK, Mr. ADERHOLT, 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia, and Mr. CRAWFORD. 
H.R. 5735: Mr. LAMALFA, Mr. CARTWRIGHT, 

Mr. WALTZ, Mrs. AXNE, Mr. CARTER of Geor-
gia, Mr. KATKO, and Mr. RESCHENTHALER. 

H.R. 5741: Mr. COLE. 
H.R. 5754: Mr. BAIRD. 
H.R. 5759: Mr. CALVERT. 
H.R. 5768: Ms. CRAIG. 
H.R. 5770: Miss RICE of New York. 
H.R. 5772: Ms. HERRERA BEUTLER. 
H.R. 5779: Ms. MANNING. 
H.R. 5793: Mr. CARTER of Georgia. 
H.R. 5831: Mrs. CAMMACK and Mr. 

SCHWEIKERT. 
H.R. 5834: Mr. KUSTOFF. 

H.R. 5892: Mr. GRAVES of Louisiana, Mr. 
ISSA, and Mr. GOOD of Virginia. 

H.R. 5895: Mr. CLINE, Mr. WEBER of Texas, 
and Mr. MOONEY. 

H.R. 5897: Ms. MENG and Mr. BLUMENAUER. 
H.R. 5901: Mr. BAIRD. 
H.R. 5908: Mr. BROOKS and Mr. JACKSON. 
H.R. 5928: Mr. COLE and Mr. 

RESCHENTHALER. 
H.R. 5935: Mrs. MILLER of Illinois. 
H.R. 5938: Mr. BAIRD. 
H.R. 5958: Ms. BARRAGÁN. 
H.R. 5978: Mr. CRAWFORD. 
H.R. 5981: Mr. FITZPATRICK. 
H.J. Res. 51: Mr. BACON. 
H. Con. Res. 21: Mr. JACKSON. 
H. Con. Res. 34: Mr. DONALDS. 
H. Res. 119: Ms. STANSBURY. 
H. Res. 389: Mr. BAIRD. 
H. Res. 404: Mr. COLE, Ms. STEFANIK, and 

Mr. LEVIN of California. 
H. Res. 436: Mr. KAHELE. 
H. Res. 443: Mr. LAHOOD. 

H. Res. 762: Ms. STANSBURY, Ms. TITUS, Mr. 
SMITH of Washington, and Ms. CHU. 

H. Res. 765: Mr. DONALDS. 
H. Res. 770: Mr. JACKSON. 
H. Res. 788: Mr. MEIJER. 
H. Res. 789: Mr. SUOZZI, Ms. CASTOR of Flor-

ida, Mr. BEYER, Mr. DESAULNIER, Mrs. 
BEATTY, Mr. SIRES, Ms. SEWELL, Mr. TAKANO, 
Mr. MOULTON, Ms. BONAMICI, Mr. BRENDAN F. 
BOYLE of Pennsylvania, Ms. LEGER 
FERNANDEZ, Mr. CARTER of Louisiana, Mrs. 
TRAHAN, Mr. SHERMAN, Mr. CONNOLLY, Ms. 
WILSON of Florida, Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALO-
NEY of New York, Mr. RYAN, Mrs. HAYES, Ms. 
NEWMAN, Mr. PERLMUTTER, Mr. CICILLINE, 
Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI, Mr. VARGAS, Mrs. 
AXNE, Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD, Mr. SEAN PAT-
RICK MALONEY of New York, Mr. MORELLE, 
Mr. RUPPERSBERGER, Ms. DEGETTE, Mr. 
COURTNEY, Mr. COSTA, Ms. BARRAGÁN, Ms. 
BROWNLEY, Mrs. LEE of Nevada, Mr. JONES, 
and Mr. RUSH. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 03:11 Nov 17, 2021 Jkt 029060 PO 00000 Frm 00051 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A16NO7.034 H16NOPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

12
6Q

N
23

P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2021-11-17T06:17:27-0500
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




